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Pajinas de mid Diario durante tres anos de viaje  1853-1855 by Benjamin 

Vicuna  Mackenna  1856  (Chilean historian, writer and statesman) describes how 

he travelled from Belfast to Armagh by train and later Travelled from Enniskillen 

to Dublin – “30 leagues in 12 hours thanks to the excellence of the  40 horses which 

we changed at ten posts in the course of the journey” .p188  
 

 

 

 

1.   FOUNDATION… 
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AIMS OF FOUNDERS... 

 A report drawn up in Dec. 1932 by Canon Denis Brosnan, President of St. 
Brendan’s, summed up the aims of the founders and the circumstances of the setting up 
of the College: 
  
 “St. Brendan’s College was founded in 1860. The purpose of the foundation was:   
  1) To educate boys preparing for the priesthood - particularly for service 

in the diocese of Kerry. 

  2) To provide a suitable secondary education for Catholic boys who 

aspired to secular pursuits. Non-Catholics were also admitted for Secular instruction. 

 The building was begun with the aid of a charitable gift of £1,000 (for purpose of 

no. 1 above) from Fr. Naugthen,  P.P. There was also an endowment from the same 

 benefactor - Fr. Naughten - which is now known as the Naughten Trust.” 

- College Records 

 
     Fr. Michael Naughten or ‘Naughton’ in some records.  
 The endowment was in the form of rental income from lands in the Kiskeam area 
(Diocese of Kerry)  in Co. Cork which provided  a  secure source of  income for the 
Seminary. Griffith’s Valuation records entries   under the name of  Fr. John Naughton  
for four townlands: Acres; Ballyhoolahan West;  Boherboy (Lahern  West) ;  Kiskeam 
Lower.   An entry in “Return of Owners of Land One Acre and Upwards “ 1871 records 
that the combined Naughton lands came to 759 acres and had a Griffith valuation of 
£260.  The owners of the lands are entered as the “Trustees of the Killarney College, 
Killarney.”. 

 In August 1959 Bishop Denis Moynihan, addressing the inaugural meeting of the 
St. Brendan’s past-pupils Union, summed up the threefold aims of the College founder: 
 
 “Dr. Moriarty, the then Bishop Of Kerry, founded the Seminary to provide priests for the 
diocese, to provide priests to follow the Irish emigrants into every country in the world 
and also to provide men for the learned professions.”  
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 An unsigned typed document dating from c.1931 in the College records states that 
St. Brendan’s “...replaced and in part absorbed the old Killarney Seminary (Theol.), the 

Ardfert Classical School and other relics of pre-Emancipation days.” 
 
Killarney c. 1840   

 The Presentation Convent, founded 1793, was the beginning of the 

development of the fine complex of ecclesiastical and educational buildings that now 

graces the western approach to the town.  
   

               
  

 

Bishop David Moriarty,  Founder of St. Brendan’s: 
 

 “I said something in the church about the Fenians which has made a little 
noise in the world.”   
    - Dr. David Moriarty, February 1867 

  (Fr. Kieran O’Shea, The Diocese of Kerry, Ed. Du Signes, 2005) 
 
 David Moriarty, Bishop of Kerry, President of All Hallows College, Vice Rector of 
the Irish College, Paris, valued friend of the renowned English churchman, Cardinal 
Newman, and the founder of St. Brendan’s College, deserves to be remembered for much  
more than one intemperate rhetorical flourish. 
 Bishop Moriarty was born at Derrivrin, Lixnaw in 1812 and was educated in a local 
classical school and at the college of the celebrated Abbe Haffreingue in Boulogne-sur-
Mer. The college was a small seminary, closed down by Napoleon in 1811 and reopened 
by the Abbe in 1815 in the old Bishop’s House under the city ramparts. The  French poet 
and literary critic, Sainte-Beuve, is said to have been a pupil there and Abbe Haffreingue 
ran it as a boys’ boarding school  until his death in 1871. Bishop Moriarty’s cousin, Fr. 
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James Ryan, also studied there. (KC)  
   Abbe Haffreingue (1785 -1871) was the son a farm labourer and studied theology 
at St. Sulpice, the institution on which Bishop Moriarty modelled All Hallows during his 
presidency.  He was appointed principal of the Boulogne college in 1813.  He is best 
known for having rebuilt the Basilica-Cathedral of Notre Dame in Boulogne-sur -Mer 
close by his school.    Note: The Abbe devoted his life to the rebuilding of the Basilica for which he 
was awarded the Legion of Honour by Napoleon III and made a Monsignor by Pius IX in 1859.  The 
cathedral had been an important place of pilgrimage in the middle ages and a stage on the way to Santiago 
de Compostella for pilgrims from Ireland, Britain and Northern Europe. It was plundered by the army of 
Henry VIII, was again ravaged during the Wars of Religion and was finally destroyed during the French 

Revolution.  Mindful of the damage suffered by the Basilica’s in  the Wars of Religion, it 
was the Abbe’s ambition that the rebuilt church would be a meeting point for both the 
Catholic and Protestant communities.  It may be that Abbe Haffreingue’s ecumenical 
outlook influenced Bishop Moriarty in his favourable attitude towards mixed education.   
(website: www.http://perso.wanadoo.fr/eglise.boulogne-sur-mer/cathedrale) 
 
 

Bishop Moriarty studied for the priesthood in Maynooth and in his final year won a place 
in the Dunboyne Establishment. In 1839 when Dr. Moriarty was a deacon Dr. Crotty 
Bishop of Waterford and former President of Maynooth, who was visiting the College at 
the time, was invited to examine him for his Dunboyne thesis. So impressed was he  by 
the young man’s learning and debating skill that he declared that a brilliant future awaited 
his young antagonist.  ( Maynooth College – Its Centenary History, Most Rev. John 
Healy, Browne and Nolan,  Dublin   1895.)    On his ordination he sought an appointment 
to his home diocese but Bishop Egan suggested that he seek a position elsewhere because 
of his inability to hear confessions and preach in Irish.1 Years later, when Dr. Moriarty 
was coadjutor Bishop of Kerry, Archdeacon John O’Sullivan, PP Kenmare, (an Irish-
speaker who had been Dr. Egan’s own choice to succeed him) recorded in his diary, with 
more than a hint of schadenfreude, the naivete and the linguistic inadequacy of the new 
coadjutor bishop : “An Laithreach 5 Lunasa 1855…140 confirmed. Bishop (Moriarty) 

greatly caught by the piety of the people because the vagabonds cheered at the sermon!.. 

Dawrus 6 Lunasa 1855 …Bishop preached in English, of course, preaching to the 
walls…8 Lunasa…Went to chapel; a lot for confession scarcely one of whom was young. 

Bishop could not hear for want of Irish.”  (Fr. John O’Sullivan, unpublished diary in 
Kerry Diocesan Archives, cited in Cead Bliain, ed. M. O’Ciosain, Baile an Fheirtearaigh 
1973)   
   An admiration for French education acquired during his years in Boulogne 
caused the talented young priest to turn to the Irish College in Paris for an appointment. 
He was successful and soon became the Vice- Rector of the College.   His cousin, Fr 
O’Ryan, who had also suffered rejection at the hands of Bishop Egan when he sought a 
place in Maynooth, had been recruited by Fr. Hand  to teach French and Moral Theology 
in All Hallows. A visit there in 1843, while on holidays from Paris, led to Dr. Moriarty’s 
joining the staff in the following year as a teacher of philosophy. Father Hand, the 
President and founder of All Hallows, made him a Director and vice-President of the 
College.   (KC) 

 
1  
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Four years later, on the death of Fr. Hand, he was appointed President of All 
Hallows.  For the first two years he was seriously ill with consumption. Despite this 
setback he began an ambitious building project that effectively created a new All 
Hallows. In his history of  All Hallows, The Missionary College of All Hallows 1842-

1891 Kevin Condon c.m. described the project as “…truly astonishing…” and Moriarty 
as “…the inspiring cause.”    

Moriarty was aware that conservative elements in the clergy were concerned 
about the effect on clerical social status of giving the disadvantaged classes easier access 
to the priesthood by providing them with what he described as a “ …gratuitous 

education…”  - at that time no bishop paid more than £ 10 a year for a student, some paid 
nothing at all. After his appointment as Bishop of Kerry he made his feelings clear on the 
issue in a letter to his successor, Fr. Woodlock: “I am not afraid of the growing number of 

students. We educate not for the nation but for the world…the nations we evangelize…are 
just now adolescent. A few years more and America and Australia will be too old to 

learn.” Moriarty took a broad view of clerical education and urged his successor not to 
give up “…your excursions, plays, and the rest on the account of difficulties of 

management…make them study Shakespeare, Schiller and music.” 

 In 1854 he was appointed coadjutor to the Bishop of Kerry, Dr. Egan – “The 

misfortune I have feared for some time has come to pass…” he wrote to a friend in St. 
Sulpice, Paris, the religious community which inspired his conception of what All 
Hallows should be. During his time in Dublin Bishop Moriarty extended his interests 
beyond the academic sphere, and he played a central role in the negotiations for the 
setting up of the Mater Hospital. 
  

He became coadjutor Bishop in 1854 and Bishop of the Diocese in succession to 
Dr. Egan in 1856.   In addition to founding St. Brendan’s and St. Mary’s Seminary, 
Tralee, he helped bring the Cathedral to the point where it could be consecrated and used 
for public worship - its completion came between 1908 and 1912 when, during the 
episcopacy of Dr. John Mangan,  extensions were added to the main body and the spire 
was built.   Bishop Moriarty  encouraged and supported the building of many churches, 
convents and schools throughout the diocese. (Fr. Kieran O’Shea, KAHJ) He was a 
renowned preacher and his sermons were published in two volumes.  He preached the 
sermon at the opening of St. Mary’s Cathedral, Kilkenny in October 1857.  Some sense 
of how Ireland had changed in the post-emancipation years can be seen in the  difficulties 
that Dr. Doyle of Kildare and Leighlin faced in 1825 in his attempts to replace the often-
tumbling-down overcrowded thatch-roofed chapels of his diocese:  ”The pressure on the 

peasantry is so great … that they have not the means of enlarging their chapels or 
building them anew without making sacrifices that are peculiarly oppressive  to them.” 

 Kevin Condon, in his History of All Hallows College wrote of Bishop Moriarty:  
He had a high idealism and charisma – laced with commonsense. He had a scholarly 

knowledge of canon law and the principles of moral theology and an astonishing 

familiarity with the text – English and Latin – of the Sacred Scriptures.”  
Dr. R.V. Howley of St. John’s Newfoundland, a student in All Hallows in 1853-

55 when Dr. Moriarty was President , wrote admiringly of the eloquence of Dr. Moriarty 
in an article in The Irish Ecclesiasticl Record, 1892 describing him as “ …an 

accomplished English scholar and speaker…his speaking voice was singularly musical 
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and sonorous… it was a treat to listen to his resonant readings from Milton  and 

Shakespeare.” ( cited in Condon ibid.) 
 

Bishop Moriarty and Cardinal Newman: 
 Bishop Moriarty was a friend, correspondent, adviser and supporter of Cardinal 
Newman from their first meeting in 1849, when he visited Newman at the Oratory in 
Birmingham, to the end of his life.  Newman dedicated the first volume of his Historical 

Sketches (1872) to Moriarty and therein paid a warm tribute to his good friend: 
 … You found me out twenty-four years ago on our first start in the narrow streets 

of Birmingham, before we could well be said to have a home or a church. And you have 

never been wanting to me since, or spared time or trouble, when I had occasion in any 

difficulty to seek your guidance or encouragement.” 
.  In the first list of Catholic University Staff  (Michael Tierney Newman’s 

University Sketches, 1961) Bishop Moriarty is at the head of   the list of Preachers and in 
1854 he presided at the High Mass on the occasion of Newman’s installation as Rector of 
the University.  Newman attended Dr. Moriarty’s consecration as Bishop of Kerry in 
April 1857 and, of the Irish bishops, Moriarty was his most loyal supporter during the 
difficult process of setting up the CUI, despite his private reservations about Newman’s 
concept of the University.   'Newman often entertained members of the Irish clergy and 

laity to dinner at Harcourt Street,' wrote the late Mr. John Pollen in a letter to myself. 

'Bishop Moriarty was, however, the only Bishop who came '  (W.  Ward, Life of Cardinal  
Newman,  Vol. 1, Ch. 12, London 1912). 
.  

 

 When Newman left Ireland in 1857 Bishop Moriarty was his preferred choice to 
succeed him as Rector of the Catholic University.  He had great admiration for Dr. 
Moriarty’s abilities as a man and a leader.  “ Dr. Moriarty is the man” , Newman wrote to 
a friend  (Ward’s Life of Newman) ” —he is a calm, prudent, firm man—has had much to 

do with governing—and is a friend of all parties … Were Dr. Moriarty Rector, of course I 
would aid him, if he wished it, as much as ever I could.”  
He wrote to Dr. Moriarty urging him to seek the position: 'You alone can amalgamate the 

various elements of the University; you alone can effect the due subordination of those 

elements to the Bishops. For myself, even were I Bishop and Irishman, I have not the 

talent of ruling.”  
However, Newman’s admiration for his friend was outweighed by the doubts of 

Cardinal Cullen, clearly evident in a letter he wrote in 1860 to Dr. Tobias Kirby, Rector 
of the Irish College in Rome, in which he said of Moriarty that “…He is all for mixed 

education…he favours the Young Irelanders, he published a panegyric on Duffy, you 
cannot depend much on him.” (KC  

Considering the difficulties that beset the Catholic University project  - scarcity of 
funds, students and feeder schools, divisions within the clergy, distrust of lay professors, 
lack of suitably qualified Irish professors  (– lay or clerical), the inability to confer 
degrees -   it is doubtful whether Bishop Moriarty would have left his diocese for the CUI 
in 1857 had he been  asked to do so.  Despite their friendship and his constant support for 

Newman, Moriarty had his doubts about the project and Newman’s conception of it. He 
believed that it was futile attempting to promote an Oxbridge-type university education 
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when the country was so poorly provided with secondary education.  In a letter of 1868 to 

his former All Hallows colleague, Dr. Woodlock, Newman’s successor as Rector of the 
CUI, Bishop Moriarty wrote, “I see no one wanting this education you want to give. We 

want good schools and then professional education. Newman aimed too high, primary 

and secondary education are as important as tertiary education – and needed by more.”  
(Fr. KoS - JKAHS) When Bishop Moriarty mentioned in a letter to Dr. Kirby that he 

hoped to establish in Killarney “…a university in re not in spe, as elsewhere…” he may 
have been thinking of the precarious position of the new Catholic University  ( - by 1873 

“…almost defunct…”  according to W.K. O’Sullivan on the eve of his departure from the 
troubled institution  - The College, Murphy p. 99) The question arises, what would have 

become of the St. Brendan’s project, which was clearly in Dr. Moriarty’s mind before 
1857, if he had succeeded Newman ?  Indeed, did this  “...calm, prudent…” man have a 
utopian vision of a latterday Innisfallen by the shores of the Loch Lein in the shadow of 

Pugin’s great cathedral?  What kind of university would it have become if it had been 
built? 
 

 Young Ireland: 

 A further question arises in relation to Bishop Moriarty : why did the man who 
was to become the scourge of the Fenians  “…favour the Young Irelanders”  as alleged 
by Cardinal Cullen ?    

His cousin Moore Stack, a granduncle of Austin Stack and a successful actor on 
the London stage until, according to Duffy’s Memoir,  religious scruples caused him to 
retire, may have been a link.  Moore Stack introduced  Dr. Moriarty to Gavin Duffy in 
1846 when he was still a young priest. The Young Irelander recalled the meeting in  his  
memoir,  Young Ireland 1840-1845:   “Jan. 23rd. 1846:  M.S. (Moore Stack) to call at the 

office with Mr. Moriarty.   He wished to make me acquainted with a young priest who 

was his relative and friend; a man destined to a remarkable career in the Irish Church, 

and the same referred to above as a Professor in All Hallows.”  
  Young Ireland sought to unite all creeds under the banner of Irish nationalism, 
they, like Moriarty, favoured mixed education and co-operation rather than conflict 
between Catholic and Protestant. Duffy in his memoir wrote enthusiastically of  “… a 
notable event when professors of Trinity College and professors of Maynooth, Protestant 

and Catholic clergymen, Conservative and national barristers and journalists, were seen 

side by side in the Rotunda while Moore Stack recited ballads and speeches alternately 

from the the classics of Irish literature and the recent writings of The Nation.”   It is quite 
possible that Dr. Moriarty was present at this ecumenical occasion. 
  Cardinal Cullen had spent thirty years in Rome, arriving there as a seventeen-year 
old student in 1832 and returning to Ireland in 1850.  He had been a brilliant student and 
later professor in The College of the Propaganda Fide, became Rector of the Irish College 
and was the saviour of many Italian clerics from the Republicans during the 1848 
Revolution in Rome through giving them refuge in the  Irish College. He was, therefore, 
a confirmed Romanist who had been a valued adviser to two popes and had won the 
particular gratitude and esteem of Pius IX.   His experience of  the Young Italy movement 
and the Pope’s exile to Gaeta as a result of the 1848 revolution made him deeply 
distrustful of the romantic nationalism of the Young Irelanders.  He considered Duffy to 
be an Irish Mazzini.  Newman summed up his views in a letter to a friend (Ward, Life) 
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:”Dr. Cullen always compared Young Ireland to Young Italy,  and with the most intense 

expression of words and countenance assured me they never came right— never —he 

knew them from his experience  of Rome”.  Newman,  falling somewhat short of his idea 

of a gentleman, could not hide his impatience with Cullen and wrote rather waspishly to a 

friend, Mr. Ornsby: “…Dr. Leahy will trust a man; Dr. Cullen will not… I wonder he 
does not cook his own dinners.”(Ward, Life) 

  Cullen feared romantic nationalism, as he and his supporters feared many other 
‘-isms’ : modernism, liberalism, secularism, socialism, infidelism, Gallicanism, 
Jansenism, differentism, indifferentism, latitudinarianism, inopportunism, anti-
clericalism, proselytism and evangelicalism.   Under the banner of another ‘-ism’: 
‘ultramontanism’ he and his supporters sought to defend the Church by bringing about 
the absolute acceptance by Catholics of universal papal authority over national or 
diocesan authority.     Their position was supported by the Vatican’s publication of The 
Syllabus of Errors in 1864. The document was an outright condemnation of what were 
considered to be dangerous trends in religious and political thought. 

 The successes of proselytising Evangelicals such as the Rev. A. R. Dallas, the 
Protestant colonies of Dingle, Ballybunion, Listowel and Achill  and  the Irish Church 
Mission  intensified Cullen’s determination to defend the Church and the Papacy.  For 
him the cause of Ireland was  necessarily subordinate to the cause of the Church. Both 
causes could best be advanced through the supplanting of the Protestant Ascendancy by 
the rising Catholic middle class, not by Duffy’s idealistic and improbable alliance of 
‘Young Ireland’ Catholics and Anglo-Irish ‘ heretics’.  In a letter to Lord Aberdeen 
Cardinal Cullen stressed how the Church traditionally stood by the authority which 
maintained law and order in society. He drew Aberdeen’s attention to  the pastoral 
address of the Synod of Thurles  in which the bishops urged the people to be patient and 
resigned and “…to respect the rights of property, to honour the rank and station of the 
great and powerful, to be grateful for favours received, and to pour forth fervent prayers 

for their benefactors.” 

 It is therefore not surprising that Bishop Moriarty’s recommending to Newman of 
Eugene O’Curry and W.K.O’Sullivan, both linked to Young Ireland, for professorships in 
the CUI, caused him to be looked on with suspicion by Cardinal Cullen.  
The anger and frustration of Newman is evident in a reference to this episode in 
correspondence some years later: 'But again, there was a knot of men who in 1848 had 

been quasi rebels; they were clever men and had cooled down, most of them. I did not 

care much for their political opinions. Dr. Moriarty introduced them to me, and I made 

them Professors. They are the ablest men who have belonged to the University; such are 

Professor O'Curry and Professor Sullivan. I can never be sorry for asking their 

assistance; not to take them would have been preposterous.   [ “ His ( Eugene 

O’Curry’s) numerous transcripts of Gaelic documents… will remain lasting 
monments of patient labour, minute accuracy amd masterly scholarship… in this 
obscure and difficult department of learning.”   Dublin review Art. X Vol. I 1861 
Lectures on the MS materials of Ancient Irish Hisory p. 477; London 1861] 

 There you had good men, Irishmen; did not Dr. Cullen wish Irish? Had he not 

warned me against English and Scotch? If I did not take men made ready to my hand, 

desirable on their own account, desirable because their fellows were not to be found, I 



 9 

must put up, if not with English and Scotch, with incapable priests; is this what Dr. 

Cullen wanted?. 
 Dr. Moriarty wrote to Newman on May 1, 1855, strongly dissenting from Dr. 

Cullen's estimate of the Young Ireland party. 'I do not at all share,' he wrote, 'in Dr. 

Cullen's distrust of those he calls Young Irelanders. I hope his Grace will live to know 

them better.' 
 

The Fenian Rising in Kerry    

 By 1867, however, in the aftermath of the Fenian Rising Bishop Moriarty had a 
different view of nationalist politics. He had seen the danger to life and property posed 
by the premature Fenian rising in Cahirciveen in February 1867 . The mistiming of the 
outbreak was the result of the interception by the police of an order postponing the rising 
to March – an order only discovered by the insurgents when they had already taken up 
arms. Panic took hold of the gentry as rumours of a march on Killarney spread. Wealthy 
squires packed up their valuables and fled with their families to the safe haven of the 
Railway Hotel, later the Great Southern and now The Malton Hotel Killarney. The hotel 
was garrisoned with troops and prepared for a siege that never came, as the insurgents, 
realising their mistake, dispersed after their initial success.  (Frank Corr, A Star Reborn, 

The GSH Killarney 1854 – 2004. Dublin 2005)    
  Bishop Moriarty condemned the Fenians because they were an oath-bound secret 
society intent on violent revolution and  were actively recruiting young men in Killarney 
in the 1860’s.  His hostility to the leaders of the movement was vehemently expressed in 
his famous “Hell is not hot enough...” sermon delivered in Killarney Cathedral on 
February 17th. 1867) .  The immortal denunciation sentence is too often seen in isolation.  
An examination of its context reveals that Moriarty’s anger arises from the fact that in 
his view idealistic young men in his diocese were being manipulated and exploited by 
what he considered to be cynical background figures.  At these miscreant “ heads of the 
Fenian conspiracy… ”  the full force of his rhetoric is directed: 
  If we must condemn the foolish youths who have joined in this conspiracy, how much 

must we not execrate the conduct of those designing villains who have been entrapping 

innocent youth, and organising this work of crime. Thank God they are not our people, 

or, if they ever were, they have lost the Irish character in the cities of America; but 

beyond them there are criminals of a far deeper guilt.  The men who,  while they send 

their dupes into danger, are fattening on the spoil in Paris and New York.  The 

execrable swindlers who care not to endanger the necks of the men who trust them, who 

care not how many are murdered by the rebel or hanged by the strong arm or the law, 

provided they can get a supply of dollars either for their pleasures or for their wants. O 

God's heaviest curse, His withering, blasting, blighting curse is on them. I preached to 

you last Sunday on the eternity of Hell's torments. Human reason was inclined to say-"it 

is a hard word and who can bear it!" But when we look down into the fathomless depth 

of this infamy of the heads of the Fenian conspiracy, we must acknowledge that eternity 

is not long enough, nor hell hot enough to punish such miscreants. (The Freeman's 
Journal, Feb. 18 1867)   
 Cardinal Cullen in a letter to Dr. Kirby   18th. March 1867 criticized Moriarty for 
the intemperate virulence of his anti-Fenian sermon  “"He is much to be blamed . . . for 

so foolish an exaggeration …I wish he could be called to account for it…” (D. Bowen, 



 10 

The Protestant  Crusade in Ireland 1800-1870, Gill and Macmillan,  Dublin 1978)    
Moriarty himself  later regretted his “…too harsh an expression of indignation…”  in a 
letter to Dr. Tobias  Kirby, Rector of the Irish College Rome, March 20th. 1867(Rev. 
Kieran O’Shea, The Diocese of Kerry. Editions du Signe, Strasbourg, 2005) 
  R.V. Howley offered a contemporary perspective on the issue when he reflected on 
college life and personalities in an article in the Irish Ecclesiastical Record, 1892.  At 
that time, Howley wrote, the college was “…in its mad youth, so to speak…the memory 
and the mood of ’48 were alive and burning in those young breasts.” He felt that most 
of the superiors of the College shared these patriotic feelings and did not discourage 
them in the students. Of Dr. Moriarty he said: “…he gave no evidence of disapproval of 
the national spirit he knew to prevail in the College.” 

  Howley reconciled the conflicting attitudes of Dr. Moriarty by describing the 
condemnation of the Fenians as  “...an unhappy utterance…an unconsidered flight of 
fancy, or a rush of rhetoric, rather than a dictate of the heart.”   He recalled that “A 

different line of Church policy had begun to be adopted (i.e. since the days of the Young 
Irelanders) and later on obtained irresistible force. He believed that  “…the exigencies 

of this polity may at a later period have …overpowered his (Moriarty’s) will.”    
 As a major church-leader Moriarty no doubt feared that the great progress the 
church had made since Catholic Emancipation was threatened by the growing strength 
of violent nationalism.  Always a man of broad vision, he, perhaps, like Newman, hoped 
for a flowering of Catholicism in Britain, America and the Empire thanks to the spread 
of Irish emigrants and missionaries throughout the world. He, no doubt, felt that the 
preservation of the Union was at that time essential for the nurturing of this new 
flowering of Catholicism in the world  - “…we educate not for a nation but for the 

world…” he had told Fr. Woodlock.  As a former head of All Hallows he also may have 
been concerned for the safety and security of newly established missions throughout the 
British overseas territories and in the rapidly growing towns and cities of America. The 
spread of the Fenian network outside of Ireland endangered the work and the lives of 
Irish missionaries ministering in difficult circumstances.   These priests, brothers and 
nuns were dependent for the success of their mission and their own safety on the 
goodwill of non-Catholic citizens and authorities who often looked on them with 
suspicion and hostility.  

  Bishop Moriarty attended the Vatican Council in 1869 and, like his friend 
Newman, who did not attend the Council, as he was not a bishop or cardinal at that time, 
(although he had been led to believe that he was to be made bishop while he was setting 
up the CUI and suffered the embarrassment of being given gifts of vestments in 
anticipation of an ordination that never came) was what was termed an  inopportunist , 
that is, he was part of a group in the Church who believed that a declaration of 
infallibility at that time would add to existing fears and suspicions about the loyalty of 
Catholics to their own governments throughout the world and so threaten the missionary 
work that was so important to him since his All Hallows days.   Bishop Moriarty 
proposed at the Council that every dogmatic decree be qualified by the clause:  "having 

obtained the opinions of our brethren the  Cardinals of the Roman Church and of other 

masters in  theology."  However, the inopportunists were in a minority at the Council and 
failed to influence the final vote in favour of papal infallibility. The form of words for the 
declaration, after much debate, was mainly devised by Cardinal Cullen. 
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 Cardinal Cullen, the complete Ultramontanist, placed the advancement of universal 
papal authority before considerations of Irish nationalism *; Bishop Moriarty, after the  
emergence of the Fenians, saw the question of Irish nationalism as of secondary 
importance to the worldwide missionary role of the Church. .”[*Bowen PCC  p.20]  Not 
for them the view expressed by Dr. Doyle in his 1825 eulogium of the Irish priesthood:  
“…a class of men who either direct the the general feelings of the  people  or  who run 

with the current in whatsoever direction it may flow.” [The Life Times and 
Correspondence or Dr. Doyle   Both men, despite their opposing views on many topics, 
feared the for the future welfare  of an Irish Catholic Church allied to or led by 
revolutionary nationalism. 
 
 Thus Dr. Moriarty’s political views came to be essentially Unionist and anti-Home 
Rule. This caused him to be unpopular, despite his magnificent church and school-
building achievements, his great work for the poor and his renown as a preacher.  In 
correspondence with William Monsell MP, of Tervoe, Co. Limerick, a convert to 
Catholicism and also a fervent anti-Home Ruler, Bishop Moriarty admitted to his 
unpopularity.  The cause is evident in a letter to Monsell, dated Jan 20th. 1874   where 
he wrote of the “...useless and mischievous agitation for Home Rule...” and prophesied: 
“ We had a great storm last night, it has blown over. So will Home Rule.” Website)  
 He stated elsewhere that “The time may come when Ireland… shall have a united 
people North and South, but in her present state of division self government could only 

be a war of faction and class. Rev. K. O’Shea,[ ibid ] 

 

Bishop Moriarty died of a heart attack in 1877 at the age of sixty-three having left the 

value of his large library to the poor and a generous bequest to St. Brendan’s Seminary.  
A bust sculpted by the Cork sculptor, Richard Barter, (d.1896) was commissioned in the 

year after his death and is now in St. Brendan’s College.    A marble memorial in 

Killarney Cathedral commemorates Dr. Moriarty’s blessing of the first stone of the 
chapel in Kenmare House. The plaque survived the fire that destroyed the house in 

August 1913. The memorial inscription states: “Of your charity pray for the soul of David 

Moriarty, Bishop of Kerry, who was stricken with paralysis while blessing the first stone 

of this chapel on the Feast of St. Michael 1877. Requiescat in Pace.”   In  dedicating 

his ‘Historical Sketches’ to Bishop Moriarty  Cardinal Newman  wrote 
 "… That you may live for many years in health, strength and usefulness, the centre of 

many minds, a blessing to the Irish people, and a light in the Universal Church"  
In his final years Dr. Moriarty may have been out of sympathy with the political 

aspirations of his flock and many of his clergy but his considerable achievements remain 

as witness to his vision, energy and compassion.   
   

 
 

 
 

Bishop Moriarty and the Founding of St. Brendan’s … 

 It is interesting to consider that in 1859, as Bishop Moriarty was building his new 
seminary in Killarney, Newman opened his Oratory School in Birmingham, a boarding 
school for boys run on English public school principles.  “The school is beginning with 
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great hopes, but in a small way.”  Wrote the historian and editor of the Rambler, Lord 
Acton after a visit to the Birmingham Oratory. 

 Dr. Moriarty disagreed with his friend Newman on the relative importance of 
second level and university education in Ireland in the mid-eighteen hundreds.  A 
comment of Newman in a  letter to a friend  written after he had left Ireland emphasises 
the difference in outlook between the visionary Newman and the more practical Moriarty   
: 'It seems to me that  friends of the University, such as Dr. Moriarty… are ever looking 
about for poor scholars, cheap lodging houses, and schools for affiliations.’   Better 
acquainted than Newman with the realities of education in Ireland Moriarty knew that 
“...schools for affiliations…” were essential for the success of the CUI and the 
ecclesiastical colleges.  St. Brendan’s Seminary, Killarney, was intended to be such a 
school. 

In October 1853 Dr. Moriarty gave evidence on the state of education to the 
Maynooth Commission of Enquiry. When asked about the level of preparedness of 
students coming to All Hallows he said that it was “…discouraging and embarrassing.” 
He believed, however, that the quality of education had in general improved but that the 
opportunities were fewer than they had been as “The Famine had nearly eliminated 
classical education. The smaller classical schools are nearly all gone; many of the 

masters have been driven into the poor house, or to the public works. And very few 

parents can support their children in the diocesan seminaries.”  Dr. Moriarty believed 
that schools like Mount Melleray, Castleknock and the major diocesan seminaries 
provided a “ more enlarged and a more liberal and polite education, although the 

standards of Latin and Greek are not as good…”     
In 1860 according to the `Annual  Reports of the  Commission of National 

Education there were 5, 632 schools and some 804,000 children  associated with the 
Board of National Education.   Many schools, such as the Christian Brothers’ schools  did 
not associate with the Board and the average daily attendance  at that time probably 
reached no more than 30%.  

The report of the Powis Commission of Inquiry into Primary Education, in 
Ireland, 1870, revealed that in 1871 33% of people over the age of 5 were unable to read 
or write and only 37% on average daily attendance in primary schools was probably no 
more than 30%of those on the school rolls actually attended school daily. 

In 1879 permission to teach irish for fees outside  school hours was given. From 
1883  Irish could be used as a medium of instruction in Gaeltacht schools “…as an aid to 

the elucidation of English’.  
In  Ireland by 1824 it was calculated that there were c. 11,000 schools, 12,000 

teachers and 500,000  schoolchildren. C. 9,000 were ‘pay-schools’   many of which were 
hedge schools.  (Irish Education: Its History and Structure, 1981,  Inst. Of Publ. Admin. 
John Coolohan 

 
 
 

  Evidence in Fr. Condon’s history of All Hallows, however, suggests that many 
classical schools and local pay-schools survived the Famine . Between 1853 and 1891 
852 students,  (47.5%,) came to All Hallows from   the Irish Diocesan Colleges and 
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Mount Melleray ;  622 (37% ) came from classical schools, pay-schools  and similar 
small academies.    

Mr. Lee’s School, Listowel, 40 students to All Hallows between 1851 and 1876;  
Mr. McNamara’s School, Listowel, 11 between 1869 and 1877;   
Mr. Pierse’s School, Ardfert, 5 students 1854-1858;   
Mr. McCarthy’s, Tralee,  6  students 1859 –67;  
Mr. O’Kane’s in Killarney   2 students 1858-9.    
Significantly, the flow of students to All Hallows from pay schools in Kerry 

almost ceased after 1877.  St. Brendan’s (1860) and St. Michael’s  (1879) replaced the 
pay schools as ‘feeders’ to the college, 33 going from St. Brendan’s in the period  1860 –
91  and  37 from St. Michael’s  1879 –91.  
 When Dr. Moriarty became coadjutor Bishop to Dr. Egan he resided in Tralee and 

set up St. Mary’s Seminary there with Fr. Michael Barry, a celebrated All Hallows 
Professor of Rhetoric,  as headmaster.  The Tralee Chronicle described the school as  “ 
the first educational offspring of All Hallows.” Two students from St. Mary’s are 
recorded as going to All Hallows in 1855.  
 
 On moving to Killarney as Bishop in 1856 Dr. Moriarty immediately began the 
process of setting up St. Brendan’s. Negotiations with Lord Castlerosse about land were 
started and help from All Hallows was again sought.  Dr. James O’Brien  (later Rector of 
St. John’s College, Sydney University) came down for a short time in 1859 but his 
colleague, Fr. Michael Barry, became the first Director in June 1860 with  Fr. Thomas 
Lalor  of the Dunboyne Institute, Maynooth  joining him as a fellow Director.  Dr. 
Moriarty moved into the new Bishop’s Palace on May 25th.1861 and “…soon had about 

80 students studying in the lower part of the house” while he and two priests occupied the 
upper part.   (Dr. Bill Murphy, Bishop of Kerry, A Millennial Celebration, Kerryman, 
May 26th. 2000)  The title ‘Director’, no doubt, indicates the link with All Hallows where 
a College President and a board of Directors ran the community. Fr. Doherty replaced Fr. 
Barry in 1862.    
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2.  PREDECESSORS… 
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PREDECESSORS:  DR.  SUGRUE’S  SEMINARY, COLLEGE STREET  

.    

                            
   

 The OS Manuscript Town Plan of  1842 (above) shows the location of the old 

college (just right of centre) at  the rear of present-day Scott’s Hotel. 
  
 
 Lord Castlerosse’s insistence that Bishop Moriarty’s seminary be financially 
secure so that it might not meet  “…the fate of its predecessors…”, ( Copy of letter 
College Records)    suggests that  the proposed seminary possibly had two  predecessors , 
both of which may have  failed for mainly  financial reasons. 
    
   Franciscan sources point to a college in what was then called Henn Street but is 
now College Street. 
 [- shown as Henn Street in  the OS  MS Town Plan of 1842, the eastern end of  this long street was  later renamed 
College Street, perhaps  in commemoration of the terrible fire of 1850 which cost many lives and  destroyed the old 
College buildings.)  The OS  MS , National Archives, Dublin years ago’,   The OS  MS Name Book,    Names in the 

Town of Killarney, 1883,  National Archives, Dublin,  states that the street was renamed by the Town Commissioners  
“… some years ago.”]\ 
 
In his booklet, The Franciscan Friary ,  Killarney,  Killarney Printing Works 1984,  Fr. 
Patrick Younge OFM  wrote:  In 1780 the Franciscan friars  moved from their small 

stone building in  Faughbawn by the Flesk River and settled in the town of Killarney 

itself. They set up a school for boys at the  back of what is now Scott's Hotel… 
It was a humble and unpretentious kind of place, but nothing else was possible. It served 

to educate boys from the various parts of the county, many of  whom became secular 

priests in the diocese of Kerry.  
 This account closely follows that of Maurice J. Moriarty in his Guide to Muckross 

Abbey,  Assisi Press,  1948. Moriarty stated that for many years the Franciscan college 
was the only college for Catholics, lay and clerical, of the Kerry diocese.. References 
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elsewhere  also point to a Franciscan College.  An article on Fr. Patrick O’Connell of 
Abbeydorney in the 1932 publication “From Scellig to Scattery” states that Fr. O’Connell 
studied for five years in a Franciscan Seminary in College Street and was ordained there 
in 1800.,   Accounts of the life of  Rev. J. O’Flynn, b. 1788, state that he was educated in 
a ‘classical school’ or ‘seminary’ run by the Franciscans  in Killarney before he left for 
England in 1810. 
[ Padraig de Brun in a  footnote on p. 77  of  his  article,  John Windele and Father John 

Casey,  JKAHS., 1974] 

 However, Dr. Sugrue, who  was consecrated Bishop of Kerry  in 1798, opened a 
seminary  in 1804 and wrote to  Dr. Moylan, Bishop of Cork  on Dec. 6th. 1805 : “I have 
at present sixteen students in my seminary and they are making progress beyond my 

expectations. I have taken a house in town for them and hope before another elapses to 

build an official house for that purpose.”   (Dr. Bill Murphy, Bishop of Kerry, A 

Millennial Celebration) His successor, Bishop Egan, (Bishop Moriarty’s predecessor) 
had been a professor and principal in the College.  Students were prepared for ordination 
in this Seminary.  It is possible that the Franciscans provided the teachers for this school.  
Fr. Donal A. Reidy in a  booklet he prepared for the  Eucharistic Conference held in 
Killarney in 1937  cites references in the 1829 Commission on Education Report to two 
schools in College Street -  Site:  College Street (College)  (+ C.S.)  [i.e. Bishop Charles 
Sughrue]    45 Boys      Teacher: Florence McCarthy. 

College Street  (+Dr. Sughrue’s)    310 Boys     Teachers: Jerh. O’Neill, Ml. Phelan, Jas. 
O’Halloran.    The numbers attending the latter school suggest that it was the primary 
school that existed on the site of what is now the Arbutus Hotel. 
 
 George Nelson Smith in his  guide book “Killarney and the Surrounding 

Scenery”  1822   noted the location of  four Killarney schools.  Two in what we now call 
College Street  “ The nearest street on the  right leads to  the Roman Catholic Seminary, 

and to the Lancasterian School which has been lately erected under the auspices of the 

Right Rev. Dr. Sughrue and is conducted by the Brethern of the Order of St. Francis ” 
And two in  New Street : “Further down (i.e. from the old Chapel) stands  an extensive 

boarding school and at the lower end, on the right, the Presentation Convent 
 A Protestant clergyman, Rev. James Hall, wrote about Bishop Sugrue’s school in 

his book, A Tour through Ireland, published in 1813.    He described it as  “... a 
handsome extensive building ...” with extensive gardens.  This description contrasts  with  
“…humble and unpretentious sort of place…” referred to in Fr. Younge’s booklet.  A 
number of young men were being educated for the priesthood and he found that they 
were “...by no means unacquainted with the Latin classics.”  They boarded and ate in a 
separate part of the College.  The remainder of the students were gentlemen’s sons whom 
“...the College prepares for the various departments of life.”   Dr. Sugrue, Hall stated, 
was generous in his support of the College and visited it every morning. Fr. Sheehan was 
the President of this seminary. The location of the College is marked in a town plan 
included in Crofton Croker’s  “Legends of the Lakes” 1829  (  reproduced  in Echo After 

Echo – Donal Horgan Blackface Publications 1988), and is also shown in the  1842  
Manuscript Town Plan of  Killarney, OS 140, where  a clear outline of the building and 
its grounds can be seen under the title “College”  ( National Archives, Dublin. )   
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 In 1815 Bishop Sughrue referred to this seminary in a report to  the Congregation 
for the Propagation of the Faith. ( Bishop Bill Murphy , A  Millennial Celebration 
Kerryman Suppl. May 26 2000) 
  
 

   
 [At the end of the 18th. Century  Valentine Browne, 5th. Viscount and 1st. Earl  (1800), who succeeded his 

father in 1795, granted a lease forever to anyone who would build a substantial slated house. It is possible that Bishop 
Sugrue, despite his financial difficulties, was among those who accepted the generous offer and built the college 
building that eventually gave its name to the street. In Griffith’s Valuation 1853 Bishop Egan, his successor, is named 
as the Lessor of nos. 15 to 22 College Street whereas The Earl of Kenmare is given as the lessor of the Bishop’s Palace 
in New Street. ]   

 Bishop Sughrue died in 1834  and  Lewis’s Topographical Dictionary,  published 
in 1837, states that  by that date his Seminary  had become a private classical school.  In 
1846  Slaters Directory includes “Florence McCarthy, The College” in a list of 
Academies in Killarney. It is possible  that  Bishop Daniel McCarthy studied in this 
college before he entered Maynooth College 1837.  In his  Centenary History of 

Maynooth, Browne and Nolan, Dublin, 1895,  p. 601,  Bishop John Healy stated that 
Bishop McCarthy “… received his early education first at a dame’s school in Killarney 
and afterwards at one of the classical academies of Kerry, which was taught by his 

namesake, Florence McCarthy.” 

   
 
 
 
 
The  financial and manpower difficulties which may have caused the conversion from 
ecclesiastical seminary to classical school are evident in Bishop Sugrue’s Statement of the 

United Dioceses of Ardfert and Aghadoe Generally called the Diocese of Kerry,  (  

Memoirs and Correspondence of Viscount Castlereagh, London 1845, ) suggested that 
the parlous state of Diocesan finances did not promise well for the college he was to  
found in 1804.   The report recorded 75 priests in the diocese with a combined income of 
£3, 935.    

Bishop Sugrue complained of a scarcity of revenue and consequently of an 
overstretched clergy: “  some of them (i.e. the parishes)...taking in ten, fifteen, and 

sometimes twenty miles… were there more revenues for the support of more priests, they 

would be necessary in order effectually to instruct the people and go through the other 

laborious duties of the ministry…the Bishop, holding the parish of Killarney, supports 
from his revenues three Curates, horses, etc,. in his own house, which burthen being 

taken into consideration, his net income does not amount  to £300 per annum.”  He also 
reported that of the total number of priests eight were ‘regulars’ i.e. members of religious 
orders, six Franciscans and two Dominicans, of whom one was a parish priest and the 
others were curates.  There is no mention of priests, secular or regular who were 
exclusively devoted to teaching.   

Competition from other colleges may also have drawn away potential clerical 
students.  Catholics began to attend Trinity after 1793 and in 1878 Dean Mawe looked 
back at how it used  to be    “Kerry against Ireland in old Trinity half a century ago …”   
( Document in St. Brendan’s College Records) . Later in the century Joe O’Connor was 
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tempted by a offer of a Sizarship to Trinity College but was diverted to Maynooth 
College by a timely intervention from Bishop Cofffey.  

In 1801 Lord Castlereagh (ibid.) complained of Carlow Theological Seminary’s  
“…vast diminution in the number of students, clerical particularly…” because of the 
education that both rich and poor could  “…partake of gratis…within (Maynooth’s)  
privileged walls.”   

By the time of the Great Famine  Dr. Sugrue’s College  had  become an auxiliary 
workhouse and in 1850 it was being used as a hospital for 160 female inmates.  In 
January of that year a fire broke out in the building and claimed the lives of a woman and 
a child.  Sparks spread the fire to another auxiliary workhouse, the nearby Brewery Lane 
distillery, where 25 children and two women lost their lives.  (Kieran Foley, Killarney’s 
Famine Story, Killarney History and Heritage, Ed. J. Larner, Collins Press, 2005) The 
last traces of the old college’s foundations  have  been  removed by  excavations for  the  
Scotts Street retail and apartment complex. 

The  continued existence of a Franciscan-run classical school is supported by the 
statement in Maurice Moriarty’s history of Muckross Abbey P.40 that   “…in both these 

years [ i.e.1844 and 1849] we find mention made of a new college opened by the 

Franciscans in New Street, Killarney, near the Cathedral gates. The old one having been 

burned in the early 1840’s.   This school is referred to in an entry in the Catholic 
Directory 1845 under the heading; “Academy New Street Killarney”.  The subjects taught 
were Greek, Latin, English, French, , Geography, History, Chronology, Composition, 
Declamation and  Mathematics.  The  principal was  Fr. James Fitzgerald,  OSF. The 
school received boarders at a charge of 25 guineas p.a.,   day-pupils  at 4guineas p.a.  and 
was under the patronage of  the Rt. Rev. Dr. Egan  (Bishop Bill Murphy ibid.)  Fr. 
Fitzgerald, according to Moriarty,  was a Dingle man  and could be regarded as the  last  
of the Muckross Friars.  

 Slaters National and Commercial Directory 1846 also lists  Fr. Fitzgerald’s 
New Street school   as well as the schools of  “John O’Halloran (classical, scientific and 

select” and “  Mary Courtayne  (boarding)”  in the same street. 
 [ The Curtayne family made a major contribution to education in Killarney in the late eighteenth 

and early 19th. Century :  Sister  Joseph (Lucy) Curtayne was co-foundress of  Killarney’s  Presentation 
Convent and school  in 1793.   She was joined by her sister, Ann in 1795 and her neice, Miss Catherine 
Curtayne  entered the novitiate in 1799.] 

 In 1856  Slater’s National and Commercial Directory stated  that there was a 
Classical school in New Street run by Mr. John Norris.  
 

St. Brendan’s Immediate Predecessor: 
  The Tralee Chronicle  of Jan. 2nd. 1857 carried the following ad: 
  “College House, New St., Killarney. Classical and Mathematical School 

under the patronage of The Right Rev. Dr. Moriarty, Bishop of Kerry. Principal Mr. 

T.J.O’Kane,  Assistant Mr. P.A.Griffin. 
  Some of the names of junior students mentioned in the exam results published  the 
above ad occur in  the Seminary register for 1860-61.  This  school was the immediate 
predecessor of St. Brendan’s.  
 
  The emerging pattern is of a series of inadequately funded schools, lay and 

clerical, in probably makeshift accommodation, poorly equipped to satisfy the growing 
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demand for secondary and tertiary education. Bishop Moriarty set out to change all this 

by providing a purpose-built school that would draw its pupils and funding from not only 

the town but the whole  diocese and as a consequence would be a secure, enduring 

institution for generations to come.  
 

[  Note for Insertion elsewhere:     We clearly see here why the bourses of this last list are yet so 

valuable, and those of the first so profitless: -- the one is in the hands of Ecclesiastics, and the other is in the 

power of seculars.  The bourse of John O'Sullivan would have been also lost were it not that, through the 

powerful influence of Doctor Moriarty, Earl Granville brought such pressure on the liberal (infidel) 

government of Belgium of the day, that they were obliged to hand over this bourse to the ecclesiastical 

authorities in Belgium; and thus this inestimable boon has been secured to all future generations of the 

O'Sullivans, by this illustrious Bishop, and the practical interference of his secretary, now the Most Rev. 

Doctor J. Coffey, Bishop of Kerry. ]   

 

 

 

 

 KILLARNEY CHAPEL AND THE BISHOP’S HOUSE,  NEW ST.   OS  MS. 
TOWN PLAN, 1842   

     
     

 
 

 “The R.C.  chapel, which is situated in New Street,  is a low, plain building of 

no architectural pretensions…”  
  James Fraser ,  A Handbook for Travellers in Ireland,  1854 
 Note 12.Ancient history of the kingdom of kerry  Friar O’Sullivan CHAS 1898-1900  
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It was the practice in the 19th. Century to describe the Catholic places of worship 

as ‘chapels’ and to reserve the title ‘church’ for their Church of Ireland counterparts.  Up 
to the 1950 and 60’s  many Killarney people still referred to the Cathedral as  ‘The 
Chapel’.  Before 1829  it was forbidden to Catholics to have chapels on the principal 
streets of a town, they were hidden behind houses, in courtyards , or down sidestreets   As 
can be seen above,  the Killarney Chapel was  located behind the Bishop’s house between 
Chapel Lane and Bishop’s Lane .   Rural chapels during Penal times were scarce and  
scattered, often little more than  mudwalled, mud-floored thatched structures.   Such, 
unfortunately,  was the  mud-built chapel of the Augustinians in Callan  in the early years 
of the nineteenth century:    “…the roof falling in one day during mass,  the congregation 

had to support it with their hands and shoulders until Father Grace, a venerable old 

friar, completed the holy sacrifice.”    [The Life, Times and Correspondence of the Right. 
Rev. Dr.Doyle,  Bishop of  Kildare and Leighlin, Dublin 1861. P.13  

 
Indeed, the old Killarney Chapel, a substantial stone-built structure,  was also  the  

centre of  a dramatic incident described  in Isaac Weld’s “ Illustrations of the Scenery of 

Killarney and the Surrounding Disricts.”, 1807. One morning, Weld related, the chapel 
was the centre of  “…clamour and grief...” , dragoons with drawn sword came galloping 
across the end of the street and an officer exercising  some companies of militia in the 
court in front of Lord Kenmare’s  Mansion marched them into the street and drew them 
up for action. The clamour, it turned out, was caused “…by the sudden cracking of the 

joists of the gallery of the Roman Catholic chapel, it being thronged for some festival.”   
Fortunately no one was injured.  Crofton Croker writing in 1829  described the degree of 
overcrowding that led to such an incident and eventually, no doubt, helped bring about 
the building of the cathedral: “ Crowds upon crowds were hurrying to first mass…I soon 
found myself a the entrance of the chapel in the  New Street, but beyond this there was no  

possibility of proceeding as the chapel was crowded  and the very yard full of people, 

most devoutly kneeling and endeavouring to catch the sound of the priest’s voice.”  
[Crofton Croker, Legends of the Lake,  1829] 
 John  Carr in his “The Stranger in Ireland”,  Philadelphia, 1806,  noted that   “... one of 

the candlesticks had been stolen from the altar of the Roman Catholic chapel.”  and laid 
the blame for the crime on Killarney’s “…five-and-twenty whiskey-shops.”  No doubt he 
was right, as in those times a man would have had to be well fortified before daring to 
commit such a sacrilegious act.  Writing in 1822  Rev. G.N.Wright  stated that “The 

Roman Catholic Chapel stands in New Street, beside the residence of the Titular 

Bishop…”  and found nothing else, of interest about it apart from  the Bishop Teahan 
monument in the grounds  : “ shaded by a screen of arbutus, laurels and jessamines 

trained against the chapel wall…beautifully designed and well-executed.” Wright was 
particularly impressed by the fact that a clergyman of the Established Church had 
composed the eloquent inscription.  

  Wright was typical of many travel writers down the centuries who, perhaps, 
debilitated by long arduous journeys, recurrent bouts of dyspepsia and lonely beds in cold 
hostelries, vented their spleen on aspects of Killarney town.  :  “…a continued succession 

of contradictions to all the laws of architecture…”  -  Killarney’s Church of Ireland as it 
stood in 1822. Worse was reserved for Lord Kenmare’s Mansion : “…hardly worth the 



 21 

attention of strangers…old-fashioned, indifferently furnished…on a flat, marshy 
plain…trees planted…in the tasteless manner of the days of Charles II.”  

 Some eleven years later, however, Rev. Wright had mellowed somewhat and  
writing in Gorton’s  A Topograpical Dictionary of   Great Britain and Ireland  described 
the chapel as “…handsome  and spacious.”.   

Leigh’s “New Pocket Road Book of Ireland” 1835 merely noted the existence of 
the Roman Catholic chapel, “…containing the monument of  Dr. Gerald Tahan (sic),,  a 

prelate  who died in 1797.” Lewis’s Topographical Dictionary of Ireland , 1837,  
described the chapel  as “…a spacious edifice of plain exterior but handsomely fitted up.”    
Windele in his  Historical and Descriptive Notices of the City of Cork and its Vicinity, 
1839, p.338  described the chapel as : “A low uninteresting-looking building, erected in 

the same century, ( i.e. 18th. Cent) of considerable extent.  Within its transept is a tomb 

erected to the memory of Lieut. Col. David Barry, of the Irish Brigade, who died in 1819 

aged sixty-two years”. According to  Royal Military Calendar, Vol. IV , London 1820.   
Barry was appointed Major in the Irish Brigade in October  1794 and Lt. Col. in the 
army,  January 1800 .   

By mid century a great transformation  had taken place  in post Emancipation 
Ireland. A French priest, Fr. Adolphe Perraud, visiting Ireland in 1862’ was struck by the 
number of Catholics chapels and churches that had been built in Ireland in the 30 years 
after Emancipation there were  2,339 in the country in 1862 according to Battersby’s 
Catholic Directory .   He noted that  in all the important  towns there were “…beautiful 
churches, great  Gothic cathedrals  of which the finest towns in France would be proud.”  
[‘Etudes sur L’Irlande Contemporaine   Adolphe Perraud,  Paris, 1862  P. 480.  

 
 
 
 
The consecration of  St. Mary’s  Cathedral in 1855  led to the closing of the New 

Street chapel and the beginning of a new use for the old building.  There is some 
evidence to suggest that the College House school advertised in the Tralee Chronicle in 
1857 may have been located in the old Chapel   Vol. II of The Last Colonel of the Irish 

Brigade by Mrs. Morgan John O’Connell, London, 1892, states on P. 245 that Bishop 
Sughrue “… was buried in the old Chapel of Killarney, since made into a school house, 

but his memorial tablet has been moved to the beautiful new Cathedral just outside the 

town.”    The Killarney volume of the ‘Cancelled Books’ of Griffith’s Valuation, 
‘Valuation Lists No. 32 1859-1870 Co. Kerry District of Killarney’ records the  old  
Bishop’s Palace as plot no 13 and the old Chapel as No. 14 Upper New Street. The 
earliest entry records that Rt. Rev. Cornelius Egan was the occupier of no.13. Bishop 
Egan died in 1856 and in the book his name is cancelled and the name of his successor, 
Bishop Moriarty is substituted.    No. 14 is recorded as  “House, part of  ( Former R.C. 
chapel and yard)” the occupier is entered as, “Thomas O’Kane,  secretary to the Young 
Men’s Society”  No date is given for the entries but the O’Kane entry is in the same hand 
and ink-colour as the Bishop Egan entry for no. 13. and  this would date it to  c.1855  - 
the year of the inauguration of St. Mary’s Cathedral.  It is  therefore possible that the 
redundant chapel became the location of  the College House school run by T.J.O’Kane  in 
1857 under the patronage of Dr. Moriarty.  In 1861 a Seminary account book records : 
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“1861:  By rent of College House to Mr. Gaynor   £1 - 10- 3”   This would suggest that 
when the new Seminary was established in its present location beside the Cathedral Br. 
Gaynor of the Presentation Monastery may have taken over the Chapel building. A 
further  entry in  a St. Brendan’s account  records :”1872-3  From Palace Hotel   £60 .  
By this date  the  old Bishop’s  Palace had become  the  Palace Hotel. .  
   By c.1870 the occupier of no. 14 , the former Palace,  was Thomas Curtayne and 
the Immediate Lessor had changed from Dr, Moriarty to the Earl of Kenmare.  An 
undated note  in brackets says of No. 14 : “This was the the old R.C. Chapel. Part has 

been taken down and the remnant is in v. bad repair but now used as a lumber store and 

car house.” 

 The Chapel and Palace properties were the subject of a dispute between Lord 
Kenmare and Bishop Coffey  in the 1880’s . 
   Dr. Teahon,  Bishop of Kerry 1753 – 1797,  was the first Bishop to live in 
Killarney  and Thomas, the 4th. Viscount Kenmare built the central portion of the old 
Palace for him. It eventually proved to be too small for the Bishop and his curates and a 
public subscription among the gentry enabled the two projecting wings to be built.  [Coll. 
Rec.]   Leigh’s “New Pocket Road Book of Ireland” 1835 described the  Bishop’s Palace 
as “… a handsome residence.  This  opinion was obviously not shared by Bishop 
Moriarty  who when he became Bishop  in 1855 lived there for a year and then 
“…removed to the Railway Hotel  as his health was suffering in the old  Palace. He 

immediately commenced to build the new Palace  and went to live there when it was only 

half finished.  [ Healy History o f May. P.624 ]   The ‘new Palace”  referred to by Fr,. 
Healy was  also the new St. Bremdan’s Seminary and fulfilled both functions until the 
building of the Tower wing in 1870.   When the new Palace/Seminary was completed and 
Bishop Moriarty  decided that the priests would live there with him, Lord Castlerosse 
gave him the rent of the old Palace as compensation for the accommodation of the priests, 
for whom it was Lord Kenmare’s obligation to provide a presbytery.  
  When Canon Coffey became Bishop the old  Bishop’s Palace had become 
The Palace Hotel and he claimed that the property and rental  belonged by right to the 
Diocese.  Lord Kenmare insisted that ownership, in accordance with a condition in the 
lease, had reverted to his family when the property ceased to be used for worship. A letter 
of Maurice Leonard, Lord Kenmare’s agent, referred to the landlord’s deep conviction 
that  ‘...the church of Killarney and the adjoining premises were intended by his ancestor 

for the parish Priest of Killarney and not for the Bishop who might reside anywhere.” 
Thus, any entitlement to the use of or rental from the property lay with the parish of 
Killarney rather than the Diocese. Dr. Coffey disagreed and refused to accept the rent.  
As a result, relations between the two most powerful figures in the Diocese were severely 
strained.  The Holy See was asked to intervene in the dispute but declined, rather 
unkindly suggesting that Bishop Coffey was “...eccentric...”  (Website of PRONI). In 
December 1904 Dr. Coffey’s successor, Bishop John Mangan, came to an agreement with 
Lord Kenmare about a form of receipt for the rental and the matter was settled   
   
 .   The Palace and the remains of the chapel building eventually passed into the 
hands of Killarney businessman, Mr. Tom Lyne. Part became his private residence and 
the remainder the  location of  his  hardware, grocery and bar premises,  The Killarney 
Gas Company office,  managed by Denis Hussey of High Street and Seminary past-pupil 
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Seamus O’Donoghue , was also located there until the closure in the mid 20th century of 
the Gas Co.  This was followed by the demolition of the gasometer in St. Mary’s Terrace, 
a source of overwhelming olfactory nostalgia for generations of St. Brendan’s students. 
  By the end of the 1900s the property had passed to Tom Lyne, (St. Brendan’s  
early 1960s)  nephew of the former owner,  and  eventually changed to its present 
commercial uses. The property extended from Chapel Lane to Bishop’s Lane and 
included a yard that had been the site of the old Chapel.  Renovation works in the 
Tarrant’s garage premises in Chapel Lane, opposite the  old Killarney Chapel, in the 
1960’s led to the discovery of what may have been  coffin boards from a burial ground 
associated with the chapels early history. 
 

 
 
 The 1860 Italian campaign of Ireland's Battalion of St Patrick was mercifully brief. Poorly armed 

and barely trained, its 1,000 men were no match for the professional soldiers of Giuseppi Garibaldi and the 

King of Sardinia. The Irish were fortunate to be able to surrender at Spoleto and Castlefidardo with only a 

few score casualties.  

 

In defeat, observes Irish historian R. V. Comerford, they provided a rallying point for Irish Catholic-

nationalist sentiment, 'provoking Irish papers to produce paeans of inflated praise' to their battlefield 

heroism.  'Four shillings a day and free passage to anywhere in the                  world 

after it's over', he'd told his cousins, John and David                  Danagher, when 
word arrived that Italian nationalist and rebel,                  Garibaldi, had reached the 
port of Marsala in Sicily under British                  protection and was preparing his 
troops for an all out assault                  on the Papal forces.  
 
The smell of British complicity and Masonic anti-Papal hostility                  in 
Garibaldi's march was all that was needed to propel the firebrand                  into 
what would be a perilous journey. At the Galtee Bar,                  John and Jeremiah 
Hedderman, the Danaghers and Micky Daly looked                  on excitedly as Cleary 
drew his pistol and cried, `Garibaldi or                  the Pope'.  
 
Aware that the Irish Brigade was growing rapidly the British                  proclaimed 
an Act prohibiting enlistment. Sergeant Lawson, loyalist                  member of the 
local Royal Irish Constabulary, nervously advised                  the authorities, `From 
50 to 60 men at a time accompanied by clergy                  are marching off to fight 

for the Pope'.  Brian Condon: Diary of John Thomas Hynes, 1843-1868  

 
 

3.  THE BUILDINGS… 
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THE LAND…  
Section of OS MS Town Plan 1842  (above) showing part of the River Deenagh and 

the lands  (top centre and top   right) on which the  Cathedral, Seminary and 

Bishop’s House were built. The Deenagh River and King’s Bridge are on the left 
side. Possible ‘College House’ buildings are on the  extreme right of centre.  What 

later became Port Road was at that time was a tree lined avenue known as ‘The 
Mall” an access road to Gallwey’s Mill at Ballydowney.  The route to Killorglin  via 
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New Street crossed King’s Bridge and went by Knockreer and Prospect House  and 

the Royal Victoria Hotel( both now demolished) to join the  main Killarney-

Killorglin road at  Gortroe. 

 Killorglin was Killarney’s port (K.Foley) and thus the new link route to 
Ballydowney  Bridge, built after the closure of Gallwey’s Mill to ensure the privacy 
of  the newly-built  Kenmare  House and grounds, may have acquired the name 

‘Port Road’.   The OS MS Town Plan of 1885 shows the new road by the river 
Deenagh. A ‘spa well’ is indicated on the Deenagh side of the present Cathedral 

Grounds. 

   
The center-right of the map shows Cathedral Place with some buildings (now 

demolished) located on the left hand side of what is now the southern end of the Bishop’s 
Path.  The word, cathedral, is written in pencil across the field boundary in the centre-
background of the map.  On the right is Convent Cottage, purchased by St. Brendan’s 
c.1870, used as living accommodation by Seminary priests and students from the 1930’s 
to the 1960’s, it later became Ozanam House and has since been demolished. This 
building, which is marked on the 1843 OS  MS Town Plan, has been suggested as a 
possible College House by Tony Lyons in ‘Killarney History’    
  It was on a section of this land, leased from Lord Castlerosse, that the 
Bishop’s House/ Seminary was built. 
 
             
  
 
Bishop’s House and Seminary 

  Dr. Moriarty, when he succeeded to the diocese of Kerry, no doubt 
felt that a bishop with ambitious plans for his diocese and his Church might not,  pace 
Lord Castlerosse,  “...reside anywhere...”   but should live beside his Cathedral in a 
residence that, like the newly-built Presentation Monastery, would be in keeping with the 
splendour of Pugin’s great creation. The old Bishop’s residence in New Street, fronting a 
deconsecrated chapel, standing between two laneways, with shops and tanyards as 
neighbours, and separated  by a narrow strip of  lawn from the muddy, potholed street,  
was ill-suited to the dignity of the distinguished leader of a reinvigorated Catholic  
community.  

A note in the College records in the handwriting of Fr. Denis O’Donoghue, Parish 
Priest of Ardfert, states that the central portion of the old Palace was built for Bishop 
Teahan but eventually was found to be too small and “…a public subscription among the 
gentry enabled him (Dr. Teahan) to add the projecting wings … such the tradition among 
priests when I came on the mission.”  No doubt,  Dr. Moriarty sought for himself a 
dignified, suitably-located residence, a product of the Church’s own resources rather than 
the charity of the gentry: in effect, the noblesse without the oblige.  

[Fr. O’Donoghue was a respected antiquary, author of ‘Brendania’ and an 
ardent and active Home Ruler. He supported the ultimately victorious Protestant Home 

Rule candidate, Blennerhasset against Lord Kenmare’s Catholic cousin, Dease, thus 
opposing the wishes of his Bishop.  His vehement campaigning caused the land agent, 

Sam Hussey to take a libel action against him. The following extract from Hussey’s 



 26 

Memoirs gives a flavour of Fr. O’Donoghue’s  rhetoric: “ Sam Hussey is a vulture with a 
broken beak and he has laid his voracious talons on the consciences of the voters.”  ]     
 

Old Chapel and Bishop’s House, New Street 1842  
 

 
 
 OLD CHAPEL AND BISHOP’S HOUSE NEW ST., KILLARNEY   
Four tan-yards are visible in the immediate vicinity of the Chapel and Bishop’s House. 
 
 
A Tale of Two Houses… 

 
  The question of where the Bishop should reside brought a note of 
contention into a series of eleven letters written by Bishop Moriarty, Lord  Castlerosse* 
and Thomas Gallwey, Ld. Castlerosse’s agent, between Ap.24th. 1857 and Feb. 5th. 
1860.  Clearly, planning controversy is not just a modern phenomenon. 
 It was a polite, gentlemanly dispute yet, in its nature and longer-term outcome, 
typifies the changes that were taking place in Ireland in those times.  The power of 
landlord and agent is exemplified in their control of the land resource needed for the 
advancement of religion and education, while the  aspirations of church and people is 
evident in the ambitious plans of Bishop Moriarty. However, by the time the Seminary 
was in its third decade the beginning of role-reversal was apparent.  At the foot of 
Knockreer hill, opposite the very gates of Kenmare House,  the growing power of the 
Church was embodied  in a fine collection of buildings : Pugin’s magnificent Cathedral, 
the Presentation Monastery, the Presentation Convent and the imposing new Palace with 
its Seminary Tower annexe.;  the declining power of the landlord was evidenced in his 
flight from the town  in the face of threats from angry Land League tenants  protesting at 
the gates of  his  palatial new mansion – “…one of the wonders of Ireland...”    (Burke’s 
Guide to Country Houses  Vol. 1 Ireland, 1978).  Or, “… a  sort of gingerbread house ,,,” 
built by  “…one of the  greatest evictors in Kerry.” in the words of  John Kelly, Town 
Commissioner, at a Land League meeting  in 1881 ( Kerry Sentinel June 7th. 1881) The 
building of such a splendid dwelling was intended to boast the wealth and prestige of the 
Kenmares but in reality it only added to the heavy burden of financial and political woes 
that contributed to their inevitable decline.  

As we approach the celebration of 150 years of the Seminary’s existence the 
Kenmares have vanished but, ironically, the opposing wishes of landlord and bishop have 
each been fulfilled, for Dr. Moriarty’s ‘New Palace’ today functions as both Bishop’s 
House and presbytery.      
 

The Letters…     

The correspondence initially related to the question of Lord Castlerosse’s consent 
to the leasing of four acres of land in a “...farm that surrounds the cathedral and is within 

the road running by the workhouse to Gallwey’s Mill…”  (present-day Ballydowney 
Bridge area)   at a peppercorn rent for the building of the Seminary and a presbytery.  
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    The following is a transcript of a copy of Bishop Moriarty’s letter to Lord 
Castlerosse in the College records. 
        Tralee   

April 24th.  1857 

 My Dear Lord, 

   Before abandoning a project which has occupied me a good deal 

for the last three years, I wish to make another proposal which may not be attended with 

the same difficulties as that laid before you by Mr. Gallwey.  I would thus propose to 

exchange the farm now given for the support of the parish for land equal in value in the 

farm that surrounds the cathedral that is within the road running by the Workhouse to 

Gallwey’s Mill and to take four or five acres in the same piece of land at the highest rent 
a tenant would pay.  

 Dean McEnny desires me to say that he entirely concurs in this proposal. 

  I should be, however, extremely sorry that Your Lordship acceded to these terms 

merely through deference to his or my wishes nor should I embarrass you with a direct 

communication only that I have to render an account to the clergy of the diocese of the 

failure or success of this affair in which they and I are deeply interested. 

 I am also anxious for the decision as I may be somewhat guided by it in the 

permanent arrangements in the parishes of Tralee and Killarney. 

 

In a his reply of  April 26th. 1857 Lord Castlerosse stated, “I am anxious that the  

presbytery should immediately adjoin the Cathedral and that the proposed 

seminary may be secured against the fate that has fallen on its predecessors in this 

town.”  The providing of land for a presbytery was in accordance with what Lord 
Castlerosse saw as his obligation to the parish  arising from the fact that in 1725 his 
ancestor,  Valentine Browne, Viscount Kenmare, had been given the right of presentation 
to the parishes of Killarney and  Kilcummin by Pope Benedict XIII. The Bishop of the 
time, Denis Moriarty (1720-37) unsuccessfully contested the conferring of the jus 

patronatus on Viscount Castlerosse.   The right continued in the family until it was 
eventually given up in the late 1930’s.   (The Kenmare Manuscripts, 1942, McLysaght 

P.410) 
  The desire to protect his family’s right of presentation coloured Lord 
Castlerosse’s dealings with Bishop Moriarty on the question of Palace or Presbytery. Dr. 
Moriarty agreed that it was indeed Castlerosse’s duty to build a presbytery but he thought 
that he should build it elsewhere .  In his view the land adjoining the Cathedral and the 
site of the planned Diocesan College was more appropriate for a Bishop’s Palace than a 
presbytery. 
   Lord Castlerosse saw himself as the protector of the interests of the parish 
against the interests of the diocese and a letter of 1857 to Bishop Moriarty clearly states 
that the grant of four acres adjoining the Cathedral was for the purpose of providing a 
prebytery for the parish and a seminary for the diocese. He declined the Bishop’s offer of 
an exchange of the parochial farm at Ballycasheen for the four acres, on the grounds that 
the farm was a “...parochial endowment...” and the exchange would be: ...a transfer of 

parish property to diocesan purposes and...the right of presentation to the parish of 

Killarney, conferred on my family by the Holy See...might be seriously affected thereby... 

”   
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  Thomas Gallwey was unhappy at Dr. Moriarty’s substitution of a Bishop’s 
Palace for the intended presbytery and warned him of the danger of expending large sums 
on a building “...not within the contemplation of Lord Castlerosse when he proposed to 

grant the site...”      
  There was annoyance on both sides:  Dr. Moriarty at the obstructiveness of  
Gallwey and at what turned out to be a three year delay;  Thomas Gallwey  “...almost 

offended...” by  Dr. Moriarty’s allusion in a letter to “...the Kenmare leases...” .  This was 
a reference to a contemporaneous and very acrimonious dispute between Fr. John 
O’Sullivan, P.P. of Kenmare and Lord Lansdowne’s agent, W.S. Trench, relating to the 
lease of the land for Kenmare  church and convent. The dispute is described in Gerard J. 
Lyne’s ‘The Lansdowne Estate in Kerry Under W.S. Trench’.  It involved abusive letters, 
angry confrontations and an allegation that Bishop Moriarty on a visit to Trench was 
whistled after by the agent from his front door as if he were a stable boy. It ended with 
the eventual building of the convent and church and Trench closing up the west windows 
of his drawing room to block out the view of the offending convent.  
  When one considers the Kenmare experience, it is clear that Killarney was 
fortunate in having a Catholic landlord who was in sympathy with the religious, if not the 
political and agrarian aspirations of the local community.  Writing in The Kenmare 

Manuscripts in 1942, (P.410) McLysaght stated that between 1765 and 1895 the 
Kenmare estate paid out £39,000 2s.  6d.  in Catholic religious charities and church 
benefactions. This figure excluded extensive private donations.    
     Thomas Gallwey presented himself as the protector of the 
interests of both parties:  in a letter to Bishop Moriarty he said that he would be “...failing 

in (his) duty to Lord Castlerosse and Your Lordship...”if he looked on in silence at  “...a 

large expenditure whilst I entertained a doubt that such an expenditure was not in 

accordance with previous arrangements.” 

  Eventually, however, Lord Castlerosse agreed to “...the erection of a 

dwelling for the Bishop for the time being and also of a diocesan seminary.”  
 while reserving the right of “...erection of a presbytery by the Earl or his heirs at 
any time.”   for which purpose a plot of land “...not exceeding a plantation acre...” could 
be taken from the  Seminary grant whenever it would be necessary.    
  In the final letter of the correspondence (Feb. 5th. 1860) Thomas Gallwey 
confirmed Lord Castlerosse’s approval of the agreement and his insistence that the 
Naughten endowment be specifically for the permanent support of the Seminary.  This 
was because of Ld. Castlerosse’s concern that the seminary proposals should be secured 
by a legally- binding endowment “...from the fate of their predecessors in this town.”  
This implies that financial difficulties may have led to the decline of Dr. Sugrue’s 
college. 
   (Letter to Bishop Moriarty April 25th. 1857)  

   Bishop Moriarty and two priests moved into the Bishop’s  ‘New Palace’, 
on May 25th. 1861. He soon had about 80 students studying in the lower part of the 
house, while he and the two priests occupied the upper part. Thus, the new building was a 
Seminary, a Palace and a Presbytery. A school register states that the 1861 concursus 
examination for entry to the ecclesiastical colleges was held in ‘The Bishop’s New 
Palace”  It is possible that Fr. Lalor and Fr. Barry, the Directors of the  new Seminary, 
were the two priests.  There were four priests listed for Killarney Parish in the 1861 
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Catholic Directory: Fr. K. O’Connor,  Fr. P. Horgan, Fr. Wm. O’Connor and Fr. A. 
Griffin.   
  In the following year Fr. J. Doherty replaced Fr. Barry as co-Director. Fr. Lalor 
was the sole Director in 1864 and ’65. 
    
*Lord Castlerosse: 
 When the 2nd. Earl of Kenmare died childless in 1853, he was succeeded as 3rd 
Earl by his younger brother, Thomas. In the following year Thomas’s wife died and he 
soon afterwards made over Kenmare House and the estates to his son and heir, Viscount 
Castlerosse (1825-1905), in return for an annuity of £6,000.  (PRONI website) 
  Castlerosse did not become 4th. Earl of Kenmare until his father’s death in 
1872.  Like his correspondent/antagonist, Bishop Moriarty, he, too, sought a residence 
more in keeping with the dignity of his position and built the splendid Killarney House in 
1878 - on Knockreer Hill, looking down on the Bishop’s New Palace. 
 

FUNDING:  

      When the college was founded the resources of a relatively poor diocese, 
still recovering from the Great famine, were considerably stretched: the new Cathedral 
had just been consecrated, a new church and convent were being built in Kenmare and 
other schools and churches were being built or planned.   As Bishop Coffey stated in a 
letter to the clergy in 1890 :  “...  the  project of Dr. Moriarty...was not to call on the 

clergy or people for any large sum of money to be expended on building or equipment but 

to effect a loan which could be lessened by degrees...”   
  It was believed that the Naughten endowment plus burses, bequests and 
the students’ pensions would finance the Seminary. 
 The Seminary Collection: 
   In 1869 Bishop Moriarty instituted a diocesan collection to help fund new 
college buildings.  The collection, along with burses  (e.g. Dingle burse from Canon 
O’Sullivan) and bequests  (e.g. Canon McDonnell, Listowel) from clerical and lay 
benefactors, helped to keep students pensions at a moderate level and to supplement the 
income from the Naughten rentals. The collection continued to be an important source of 
income for the College and in 1952 Bishop Michael O’Brien  suggested in a letter to the 
clergy and people  that some of the  proceeds of the collection would be used to help 
support Kerry clerical students in Maynooth. The Seminary Collection, as it came to be 
known, continued until the 1970’s. 
  The depressed years of the 1880’s temporarily reduced the yield from the 
collection and sent the Naughten rentals into a terminal decline.  The Land Acts further 
reduced the rentals until eventually the property yielded no income to the school.   
  The Intermediate Education Act of 1878 brought in a payment by results 
system (partly- funded from  the British Government’s  ‘Beer and Spirit Duties’ )   with 
prizes and exhibitions being given to  the best students.   However, this contribution was 
gradually reduced, as more and more students entered second-level and competition for 
the limited number of prizes became more intense. 
 

BUILDING  FUNDS...  
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  The need for more accommodation as the College grew brought about 
increased borrowing and created a heavy burden of debt. The first Bishop’s 
Palace/Seminary building was mainly funded by the Naughten endowment of 
£1,000.  Apart from the Naughten endowment and the Kenmare grant of land the 
Seminary, unlike some other Diocesan Colleges, received no equivalent financial 
contributions in the early years.  
   Canon Coffey, who became President in 1867, expressed his frustration 
with his own diocese and his envy of more prosperous dioceses in a letter to the clergy of 
1873 in which he instanced the generosity of the people and priests in other parts of the 
country: St. Mel’s, Longford, all £15,000  of the building costs contributed by the priests 
and people,  “...last year, the clergy alone contributed £1,000...” ;  in Kilmore  Diocese , 
where the college was in course of erection, £20,000  was the cost and “the magnificent 

sum  of £16,500 ” was  contributed by the priests and people;  St. John’s, Waterford, 
£2,472 was contributed by the clergy and  £9,251 - 9s - 3p by the people.  St. John’s debt 
was down to just £500.  
  One can imagine the chagrin of the debt-burdened Seminary President as, 
in his letter to the clergy, he very pointedly quoted a letter from Dr. Delaney of Waterford 
in which the bishop apologised for borrowing without permission   Dr. Moriarty’s 
pastoral in support of the first Kerry diocesan collection.  Totally unconscious of the 
irony of his words Dr. Delaney wrote: 
    “...we are deeply indebted to the Diocese of Kerry...A beautiful pastoral, 

published by your illustrious bishop did wonders here... It appeared as if written 

specially for our work...it brought in some very large subscriptions.”   
 Canon Coffey drily remarked:  
  “Its effect in the Diocese of Waterford stands in curious contrast with its 

effect in the Diocese of Kerry.”. 
 
THE BUILDINGS…. 
 1860 New Palace/Seminary: 

 The Seminary began in the  L-shaped building near the centre of the  extract  
below, taken from  a Valuation Office map  from the early 1860’s . The classrooms were 
on the ground-floor, accommodation for the Bishop and two priests upstairs.   A report in 
The Kerryman in 1934 stated that a kitchen and refectory were built on the site of the 
present school. (quote from diary) 
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1869-79: -“A large addition...An outlay of nearly £3030” i.e. the west-facing ‘Tower’ 
annexe to the Palace shown on the 1877 prospectus below;  - also the New House, a 
separate building from the Palace visible in the background of the illustration below.  
       

   
 

 
 
1876-’77: “House No. 2 built by Mr. O’Connor... During the current Academic year, 
a large addition containing dormitory (58 x 20 x 15) has been built ...Large study-hall in 

House No. 2 ....”  This was probably the building below, the upper floor of which was the 
City Dormitory and the ground floor the dayboys’ study hall until the building of the 
Moynihan Building in the mid-sixties.   
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1885  The New House section of the Seminary had by this time developed into a u-
shape, (see map below) consisting of a narrow courtyard (the present cloister-yard) 
bounded at the east end by the City dormitory wing, which was built in 1876-77. The 
main school entrance was at the open west end, looking onto the Bishop’s Path and 
opposite the narrow gateway that used to give access to the Monastery.         
                         

  

OS Manuscript Town Plan 1885 
 
 

     
          

 

 

1892-3: “ Considerable and costly additions...” the refectory wing, the 
President’s rooms and priests’ dining-room were built and the main buildings  
assumed the shape of a hollow rectangle enclosing a cloister yard,  as shown 
below in an OS map of 1893.  
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 The north side of the cloister yard was demolished in 1934 to make way 
for the west end of the Brosnan Building.  Portion of the old building may be seen 
in the background of a photo of the school football team of 1912. The low 
windows giving some credence to Joe O’Connor’s claim that he showed a class 
that he was not to be trifled with by heaving a recalcitrant student through an open 
classroom window.   

 

                                
 
 

 
 
 
 
Some of the pre-1934 north side of the cloister yard can be seen in the above enlargement 
of a section of a photo of the Convent of Mercy taken c.1915. The smaller buildings in 
the bottom right-hand corner of the photo were demolished in the 1930s  to make way for 
the Brosnan extension. The plot where they stood was incorporated into an enlarged 
cloister yard and is now looked onto by the windows at the canteen end of the long 
corridor in the Brosnan Building. 
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South-facing front of the Seminary as it would have looked after 1892 extension  

(1926 photo) 
 
 
 
 
Dr. Higgins:  The Cross of St. Andrew above the stairway window on the main building 
commemorates the generous bequest of Bishop Higgins (d. 1889) to the Seminary.. 
 
Dr. Higgins left most of his assets to the College and when Canon O’Leary completed the 
1892 extension the limestone cross (below) was put in place as a tribute to his generosity 
 
St. Andrew’s Cross: 

          
 
 
 
RETRENCHMENT...   
  When Dr. Mangan became Bishop in 1905 he set about reducing the 
school debt, the interest on which had reached £300 a year, by “...cutting off all 

unnecessary expenditure...”    Reductions in pensions would in future be based on an 
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“...open competitive exam ...”  this would ensure “...a large saving of public money, 

reward merit,  abolish embarrassing private influence...”  Instead of devoting all the 
collection to reducing individual pensions, a portion would be used to reduce the College 
debt.  
  
 COLD AND DARK... 

 Rev. Denis Brosnan, President, of St. Brendan’s had the task of cutting off 
“unnecessary expenditure” and did so with a will.  Judging by a financial report for 
1906-7 the Seminary must have been a dark, cold, hungry school:  expenditure on coal, 
light and bread was cut by approx. 40% and meat by approx. 20%. 
  By 1908 Bishop Mangan was able to report a considerable reduction in the 
debt and an unprecedented Diocesan collection of £1029 - 5s. - 3d. This was 
counterbalanced, however, by a reduction in the scale of the Intermediate Board Grant. 
 
 
 
1914 :  “ A considerable addition…”  an east-west wing- was added to the Palace annexe,  
( Photograph below)  comprising an oratory, professors’ rooms and dormitory 
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  World War 1 brought a doubling of prices and further economic difficulties. Payment of 
pensions often fell into arrears and this led to tension between the Palace authorities and 
the President, Canon John Breen. However, despite the Depression the situation had 
improved by the late 1930’s when the Brosnan building was being planned and for a 
number of years the College was able to put much of the Diocesan collection into a 
building fund. 
 1934-6:   The three-storey Brosnan building was added in the Presidency of Canon Denis 
Brosnan.  It was a major undertaking involving the addition of seven classrooms, a 
science lab, study-hall, priests’ rooms, showers and toilets, the demolition of the northern 
section of the main building to make way for a new kitchen, store-rooms, maids’ rooms 
and infirmary.  
 
.

 
 

 
 
 

In 1940 the two handball alleys by the gym were built.  In the early sixties the 

nearside sidewalls were extended to full length and two larger alleys were added, the 

“senior” alleys , as they came to be known.  A glass backwall,  to facilitate spectators  
(- and inconvenience smokers ) was considered for the new alleys but the cost 

proved prohibitive.     
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1860-1935: The photo below shows the  Palace -Seminary complex of buildings just     
after the completion of the Brosnan Building in 1935 with the new refectory extension 
visible in the left background. 
 

  
 

1954-5:  In the presidency of Canon O’Neill the new oratory  (below) was built at the 
eastern end of the Brosnan Building.  This extension also included living quarters or  
‘cells’ for nuns, as it was the practice in many boarding schools to have nuns involved in 
the work of caring for the students. However, this part of the project never reached 
fulfilment and priests on the staff used the accommodation.  
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1964-5:  The Moynihan Building  (below) was built in the presidency of Fr. John 
Moynihan, a tireless servant of the Seminary. Like the Brosnan building, it consisted of  
three storeys containing classrooms, a large study-hall, dormitory and priests’ 
accommodation. 
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1971 The O’Flaherty Building: 
Built during the presidency of Mons. Michael O’Flaherty  - it comprises six 
classrooms, an art-room, a science laboratory and staffroom. 
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. 

1975 Gymnasium 

Built during the presidency of Fr. Donagh O’Donovan 
 

. 

      
 
 
 
  

4.  DIOCESAN COLLEGE…                  
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WHY A DIOCESAN COLLEGE? 

 Catholic Emancipation... 

   Catholic Emancipation gave the Catholic middle classes increased self-confidence 
and higher aspirations.   The farmer with the brick chimney or the small-town shopkeeper  
could  now more easily bring to realisation that deep-rooted desire to have a priest, a 
teacher, doctor or solicitor in the family, if he was prepared to send his child to 
Maynooth, to Trinity College, (after 1873 Catholics enjoyed equal access to TCD 
positions) to one of the new  ‘Godless’ Queen’s colleges or, after 1854, to the Catholic 
University.  W.K. Sullivan, second President of QUC,  was critical of this obsession in 
1873: “ The real difficulty of Ireland is...our middle-classes do not give a practical 

education to their children. Even a moderate farmer...never thinks of educating his son 

for trade - his only idea is to make a lawyer, a priest or a doctor.” ( J.A. Murphy, The 

College, CUP 1995.) 
 The relaxation of the Penal Laws that came with the Catholic Relief Acts of 1782 
and 1793 led to the founding of Maynooth and eventually many other theological 
colleges.  In 1845 the politically controversial Maynooth Grant, given by a British 
government anxious to detach moderate Catholics from the Repeal Movement, enabled 
Maynooth to add to its existing buildings.  The ever-increasing number of seminary 
places: Wexford 1819, Thurles 1837, All Hallows 1842 and Clonliffe 1859,  offered 
candidates for the priesthood and the Diocesan authorities a growing variety of safer and 
cheaper alternatives to Paris, Louvain, and Salamanca.  It also, of course, created a 
demand for Diocesan Seminaries to maintain the supply of suitably-prepared clerical 
students. 
  The spread of the religious-order schools and the eventual acceptance of 
the national system of primary schools  (- emphasised by the Catholic Bishops petition to 
the Holy See in 1840 in favour of the system and, at a more local level, by a report in the 
Southern Reporter, Sept. 13th. 1849, of 33 priests from west Cork and south Kerry 
offering an organized appreciation to a departing  National Board inspector, Mr. B. Coyle 
(- Nano Nagle and the Pres. Sisters; T.J. Walsh, Gill, 1959)  meant that there was an 
increasing number of Catholic students with elementary education in search of  a Catholic 
secondary education.  
 
 Revolution...    
 The French Revolution and the years of war that followed brought about the 
closure of many foreign colleges and caused the Irish Bishops to address the question of 
home-based seminaries. Dr. Gerard Teahan, Bishop of Kerry 1787 -1797, wrote in a 
Letter dated Killarney, March 20th 1792, to Dr. Moylan, Bishop of Cork, of a proposal to 
“...establish seminaries in this kingdom, which might be supported...by remittances from 

our colleges abroad...”.( Renehan) .   
A letter of Dr. Moylan  to Bishop Young of Limerick, written in September 1799, 

eagerly looks forward to the passing of the Act of Union and anticipates the development 
of Ireland’s diocesan colleges :  “As soon as the Union is effected…Our College at 
Maynooth will have all the support of the Imperial Government…and I have reason to 
hope that we shall have Provincial Schools established at the expense of  Govt. to fit our 
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youth for the College.”  (Maynooth and Georgian Ireland,  Jeremiah Newman, Kenny’s 
Bookshops and Art Galleries Ltd. 1979.)  

 From both a government and church point of view the education of clergy at 
home would insulate the clerical students from dangerous revolutionary and rationalistic 
influences.  

The revolutions of 1848, the growth of liberal agnosticism under the influence of  
intellectuals such J.S. Mill, Darwin and Huxley and growing  anti-clericalism on the 
continent made the development of a system of Catholic- controlled education essential 
in Ireland.   Italy was in the throes of the Risorgimento and the Papal States were under 
serious threat from the desire for a United Italy led by Garibaldi, the implacable foe of 
Pious IX.  Bishop Moriarty had firsthand experience of the threat to the Church posed by 
Italian nationalism.  He described in correspondence how he had mixed incognito in his 
old coat and hat with an angry mob marching through the streets of Rome shouting anti-
clerical slogans.  (K.Condon , History of All Hallows)     
 

 Cardinal Cullen, who brought Newman to Dublin as Rector of the Catholic 
University in the face of opposition from his fellow bishops, was so concerned about 
Church control of education in the face of growing infidelity and religious indifferentism 
that he clashed with Newman on the question of lay involvement in the running of the 
CUI.  Cullen believed that the hierarchy should have absolute control; Newman 
protested: “...it will be simply priest-ridden...men who do not know literature or science 

will have the direction of the teaching.”  ( A Hundred Years of Catholic Emancipation;  
Denis Gwynn 1929/   
  Dr. Moriarty had hopes of his seminary in Killarney becoming a theological 
college or university: “I am convinced that we might establish here a university in re not 

in spe, as elsewhere...” he wrote in a letter to  Dr. Kirby, Rector of the Irish College in 
Rome. (Fr. Kieran O’Shea,  KAHJ)    
 

Decline of Classical schools... 

In a letter of Bishop Moriarty (Fr.  Gaughan ‘Listowel’) there is an account of a 
conversation in Ardfert with  Michael Pierce who had a classical school in a thatched 
cabin in the village  from  c.1835 to 1860. Standing on St. Brendan’s Hill in Ardfert they 
looked down on the plain dotted with good farmhouses and Pierce said with some pride 
that he “...had taken a priest out of every brick chimney within your view.” Dr. Moriarty 
estimated that he had educated about 250 young men who went on to become priests and 
many others who joined the medical and other professions.   The ‘State of Religious and 

Other Education in Ireland: Second Report’ 1835 recorded that Michael Pierce had a 
school in Ardfert  in a stone, slated building with 30 boys  and 0 girls attending.  

P.W. Joyce  described the old classical schools in his ‘English as we Speak it in 

Ireland’ (1910)  “ The higher class of schools, which answered to what we now call 

Intermediate schools, were found all over the southern half of Ireland, especially in 

Munster. Some were for classics, some for science, and not a few for both; nearly all 

conducted by men of learning and ability; and they were everywhere eagerly attended. 

'Many of the students had professions in view, some intended for the priesthood, for 

which the classical schools' afforded an admirable preparation; some seeking to become 

medical doctors, teachers, surveyors, &c. But a large proportion were the sons of 
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farmers, tradesmen, shopkeepers, or others, who had no particular end in view, but, with 

the instincts of the days of old, studied classics or mathematics for the pure love of 

learning. I knew many of that class. 

 
 By 1860, however, the days of the Classical schools were numbered, and what had been  
the boast of Michael Pierce was now the hope of Bishop Moriarty:  his new seminary by 
the shores of Loch Leinn would soon send forth candidates for the priesthood from every 
parish in the diocese.  
 
 Dr. Moriarty wrote: “The Famine swept away the old schoolmasters...” of the 
days “...when there was a classical school in almost every Kerry village ...and numbers of 

young men came from many parts of Ireland to learn Latin and Greek.” 

 P.W. Joyce  (ibid), confirmed the views of Bishop Moriary on the decline of the 
classical schools:  

“These schools continued to exist down to our own time, till they were finally 

broken up by the famine of 1847. In my own immediate neighbourhood were some of 

them, in which I received a part of my early education; and I remember with pleasure 

several of my old teachers; rough and unpolished men many of them, but excellent solid 

scholars and full of enthusiasm for learning-which enthusiasm they communicated to 

their pupils. All the students were adults or grown boys; and there was no instruction in      

the elementary subjects - reading, writing, and arithmetic - as no scholar attended who 

had not sufficiently mastered these. Among the students were always half a dozen or more 

"poor scholars" from distant parts of Ireland, who lived free in the hospitable farmers' 

houses all round just as the scholars from Britain and elsewhere 

 
   In addition to The Famine and the rise of diocesan colleges, the success of the 
National School system also contributed to the decline of the classical schools that 
managed to survive the Famine years.  Some classical school masters eked out the  
precarious living they made from  teaching mathematics and the classics to  older 
students by providing  younger children with elementary schooling. The cheaper 
government-funded national school system and the spread of schools run by religious 
orders took away most of the Classical Master’s elementary pupils and the resulting loss 
of income contributed to the rapid decline in the number of schools. Michael Pierse, 
having run his own classical school for 20 years finished his career in the Seminary.  In 
1861 J. W. Kavanagh, Professor of Mathematics in the Catholic University, accused the 
state of “...having extirpated almost all of our humble but useful private classical 

schools.” (Transactions of the Society for the Promotion of the Social  Sciences..1861)..  

  (  Note:  Rev. James Hall , writing in 1813 in his Tour Through Ireland, about a 
school in Listowel, gives a picture of the primitive state of elementary education in  early 
19th. century cabin schools:  “The wife busy at her washing in the midst of the pupils, her 

husband, the School Master, assisting in wringing the clothes. Boys and girls, some 

nearly men and women, sitting on stones, writing on papers on their knees. There was 

neither desk nor form of any kind in the school.”  The people complained of the cost of 
the schooling but were still willing to pay. )  
 The State, fearful of the emergence of a denominational secondary-education 
structure, attempted to partially fill the gap between the elementary schools and the 
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universities by giving grants to the Model Schools to teach the classics.   Catholics and 
Church of Ireland members alike condemned this state-run system of mixed education. 
Professor Kavanagh stated that in nearly every town where there was a model school  
“...the Catholics had placed a nun’s school upon one side of it and a Christian Brothers’ 
school upon the other...”  thus draining them of their Catholic pupils.   A resolution of 
The Education Committee of the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church, took a 
more benign view of the Model Schools, in 1865  complaining   that the Model Schools 
were  “...the object of bitter hatred by enemies of united education and rival schools were 

being set up to draw away pupils.” 

Professor Kavanagh   noted the spread of Diocesan Seminaries:  “...we find Catholic 

diocesan schools and colleges springing up in all directions ...but a few days ago a 

meeting was held in Longford for the establishment of a college  (St. Mel’s College) for 

the Diocese of Ardagh, when the Catholic clergy alone, of that small and poor locality, 

subscribed  £2,500 to the undertaking.”  Canon Coffey’s letter to the clergy of 1873 and 
the burgeoning number of advertisements for Diocesan and other Catholic  secondary 
schools in the Catholic Directory during the 1860’s and 1870’s confirm Professor 
Kavanagh’s statement. 
These new Diocesan Colleges would now supply suitably prepared students from the 
middle-classes for Maynooth, the other Irish seminaries and the Catholic University. 
 
Nation shaping... 

  John Henry Newman’s lofty concept on coming to Dublin  (as revealed in 
his Idea of a University) was to create a Catholic Oxford in Ireland, a land  “...old in its 
Christianity, young in the promise of its future: a nation which received grace before the 

Saxon came to Britain ...”  Here, in this bastion of Catholicism, the  young Catholics of 
Ireland and  Britain  would be educated together and  a reinvigorated  church would  
grow and  re-establish itself  throughout the sister islands.                                                                                           
 Newman’s university training would  “...aim at raising the intellectual tone of 
society, at cultivating the public mind, at purifying the national taste... ”.  The aim of the 
Hierarchy, however, was essentially vocational and denominational: to train Catholic 
doctors, lawyers and engineers and provide a Catholic alternative to to the hated Queen’s  
Colleges, which, in the scornful words of  W.K. Sullivan, CUI Professor of Chemistry,  
provided five million people with  “...intellectual outdoor relief.”  (Tierney, ibid.)                                                                                                                                 
 By 1873, however, Sullivan, a brilliant and versatile scholar, had changed his 
opinion and  in a very controversial volte face took up the position  of President of 
Queens College, Cork. He argued that the Authorities in the cash-strapped and, in his 
view, “...all but defunct...” CUI wanted “...to get rid of lay-professors...” and the bishops 
desired  “...a Seminary, or a number of Diocesan Seminaries, under their absolute 

control...”   (John A. Murphy, The College,  CUP, 1995 )   
 Clearly, a blueprint for a new Ireland was emerging, a blueprint that would not 
just “...shake ascendancy privilege...” (Murphy ibid.) but overthrow it:  Maynooth  and 
the other seminaries would produce  a cultivated,  devout clergy for the home and foreign 
missions;  the CUI would produce a Catholic professional class,  together they would 
eventually supplant the Protestant bourgeoisie  as the leaders of Irish society, thus 
ensuring that the principles of the majority religion  governed, shaped and pervaded that 
society. The British government were very conscious of this danger, as John A. Murphy 
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pointed out ( ibid.): “...for the remainder of the century, the great dilemma (in education 

as in national issues at large) was how to satisfy the demands of a resurgent and ever 

more self-confident Irish Catholicism without injuring and undermining the Protestant 

interest.”. 
 Along with the schools of the religious orders, the diocesan colleges would play 
their part  in creating a new self-confident  Irish Catholicism by providing suitably 
prepared   undergraduates for the Major Seminaries and the Catholic University. Indeed, 
such candidates were necessary for the survival of the struggling Catholic University and 
St. Brendan’s, as an “affiliated” school  ( Canon Coffey, 1875 letter to clergy),  made a 
significant contribution,  
 “... the Seminary furnishes the largest number of matriculated students to the 

University of any school in Ireland.”  
  Rev. J. Coffey, letter to the diocesan clergy 1875 
   
The RUI replaced the Queen’s University and was itself replaced by the National 
University in 1908.      
Hynes to Goold.  15 October 1860  

Brian Condon: Letters and Documents in 19th Century Australian Catholic History  

Rev. R. Walsh, Goulburn diocese, to Woodlock, All Hallows College.  2 June 1856  

 

[Source:  Dublin, All Hallows College Archives GLB [Goulburn] 1. Extract ] 
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[Sends money to support the education and upkeep of his nephew (John Donovan, of Ballyvaden near 

Bonmahon, County Waterford) at AHC]  
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I wish the young man to be respectable in every sense of the word, but not extravagant.  

 

I place the young man in your College with the greatest confidence, knowing well that he will be 

thoroughly imbued with the spirit of the Christian Priesthood, he will there acquire piety, humility and 

holiness, together with that profound knowledge always so necessary for the Priest of God, and particularly 

in this New World, where we are to meet with so many different Sects, Creeds and parties, and where they 

are ever ready to run down our creed and country  

 

... Young men in the home Colleges ... are well instructed in all their sacred duties, but they are ignorant in 

polite education and in good manners, and this is a great injury to our Holy Religion and a deep reflection 

on our poor country ... some of our young Priests are not able to write even a passable note ... their diction 

is bad, their spelling is bad and the note would be a disgrace to a poor Country Farmer, and thus when such 

notes or letters fall into the hands of Protestants, they cry out and say we are the most ignorant set of men 

and surely we are not able to instruct the people.  Some of these young Priests are not fit to sit at a well-

regulated dinner table and conduct themselves like other men of education.  Their manners are awkward, 

their attitudes are awkward, their whole style and conversation are awkward ....  

 

  

 

Brian Condon: Letters and Documents in 19th Century Australian Catholic History  

Hynes to Goold.  25 March 1863  

 

[Source:  Melbourne Archdiocesan Archives  

 

  

 

London  

 
(The poet, Gerard Manley Hopkins was a Fellow  of the RUI and  an examiner in 
Classics.  Wearying of his task, he complained bitterly of the burden :   “It is killing work 

to examine a nation !”   (An Duinnineach - O Ceilleachair & O Chonluain, sairseal & Dill  
1958 . p88 
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5.  1860:  THE COLLEGE OPENS… 
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1860: OFFICIAL OPENING OF ST. BRENDAN’S COLLEGE... 
 May16th.: 
  “St. Brendan’s Seminary, Killarney.  Opened on the Feast of St. Brendan, 
May 16th 1860 - Director  Fr. Barry.” 

  - Register in College Archives 

  
 May 19th.: 
   “We hope soon to build our seminary just adjoining the cathedral.” 
  - ‘David Moriarty - Reforming a Diocese’; Fr. K. O’Shea, JKAHS 1971 

  
 Large arrival of Danish Heads to John Nolan, 6 Russell Street, Tralee, and are offered to the public 

at extremely low prices.  

The College opened at a time of great crisis for the Catholic Church worldwide,  Cite names -  JoS 

Glimpses of Paradise 4 Killarneymen joined the pope’s brigade.) 
 The 1860 Italian campaign of Ireland's Battalion of St Patrick was mercifully brief. Poorly armed 

and barely trained, its 1,000 men were no match for the professional soldiers of Giuseppi Garibaldi and the 

King of Sardinia. The Irish were fortunate to be able to surrender at Spoleto and Castlefidardo with only a 

few score casualties.  

 

In defeat, observes Irish historian R. V. Comerford, they provided a rallying point for Irish Catholic-

nationalist sentiment, 'provoking Irish papers to produce paeans of inflated praise' to their battlefield 

heroism.  'Four shillings a day and free passage to anywhere in the                  world 
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after it's over', he'd told his cousins, John and David                  Danagher, when 
word arrived that Italian nationalist and rebel,                  Garibaldi, had reached the 
port of Marsala in Sicily under British                  protection and was preparing his 
troops for an all out assault                  on the Papal forces.  
 
The smell of British complicity and Masonic anti-Papal hostility                  in 
Garibaldi's march was all that was needed to propel the firebrand                  into 
what would be a perilous journey. At the Galtee Bar,                  John and Jeremiah 
Hedderman, the Danaghers and Micky Daly looked                  on excitedly as Cleary 
drew his pistol and cried, `Garibaldi or                  the Pope'.  
 
Aware that the Irish Brigade was growing rapidly the British                  proclaimed 
an Act prohibiting enlistment. Sergeant Lawson, loyalist                  member of the 
local Royal Irish Constabulary, nervously advised                  the authorities, `From 
50 to 60 men at a time accompanied by clergy                  are marching off to fight 

for the Pope'.  Brian Condon: Diary of John Thomas Hynes, 1843-1868  

 
October 1860  

 

October 1 .  Entered my new apartment today - paid 30 francesconi in advance for 3 months.  

 

1860 Pisa 5 th . October .  The weather is so genial here that I can go out without a second coat - indeed 

an outsider would be uncomfortable.  The sun is particularly brilliant today - no such day could be seen in 

England in midsummer.  

 

It seems all up with the Pope - the garrison of Ancona has been obliged to surrender - Lamoricière and 

6,000 besides taken prisoner.  

 

There is, so, an end of the Irish Brigade, so unfortunately raised for a hopeless, impolitic and illiberal 

enterprise.  

 

11 th ..  Received several numbers of the Times yesterday - also letters from D rGoold, Fr Mullooly, James, 

and J. Deguara.  

 

It would appear (altho' suppressed in the ruffian Times ) that the lads of the Irish Brigade distinguished 

themselves at Spoleto, Perugia, Castel Fidardo and Ancona by their desperate valour - they behaved like 

lions, overwhelmed by numbers. Brian Condon: Letters and Documents in 19th Century Australian 

Catholic History 
 

July 27th. 1860:  

 When Pius IX called on Catholics in early 1860 to help him defend his temporal 
power against France and Piedmont-Sardinia, Cardinal Cullen launched a national appeal 
and collected the vast sum of £80,000. He also recruited an  Irish Brigade of 1,000 men 
commanded by Major Myles O’Reilly, to defend the Papal States against Garibaldi in 
1859.  They were unsuccessful in battle and funds had to raised in Ireland to help them 
return to Ireland.    
 The Irish Brigade, notwithstanding the base lies of the English press, nobly maintained their national 

prowess at Perugia, Spoleto, Loretto (near) and Ancona.  Their desperate valour and heroic achievements 

are the theme of universal admiration - they fought like lions and it is so acknowledged by all save the vile 

English press and the viler Sardinian Buccaneers.  History does not record a nobler stand than that of the 

little garrison of Spoleto numbering only 600 or 700 under Major Myles O'Reilly.  The lying telegram of 

Turin made the number of Irish 600 and as surrendering without firing a shot and this report was adopted 

by the Times which set its bulldogs at the Irish in several of its leaders, nor has it since had the manliness to 
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retract the calumny when it is well known that for two days that little band kept a corps d'armée at bay for 

nearly two days and did not surrender till implored to do so by the authorities at Rome. . Brian Condon: 

Letters and Documents in 19th Century Australian Catholic History  

+J.T. Hynes  

 

The Right Revd. J.A. Goold D.D.  

 

Bp. of Melbourne  

 

Hynes to Goold.  15 October 1860  

Brian Condon: Letters and Documents in 19th Century Australian Catholic History  

Rev. R. Walsh, Goulburn diocese, to Woodlock, All Hallows College.  2 June 1856  

 

[Source:  Dublin, All Hallows College Archives GLB [Goulburn] 1. Extract ] 

 

 

 

Had their number been 700 instead of 260, and had they the advantage of a half dozen pieces of artillery of 

long range they would have more than held their ground against the Sardinian force sent against them - as it 

turned out they put hors de combat some 300 of their assailants.  I regret they were ever induced to take 

part in such a hapless and impolitic enterprise but having embarked on it with the holiest intentions, they 

have come out of it with untarnished reputation.  

 

  
 “St. Brendan’s Seminary, under the immediate patronage of The Right Rev.  

 Dr. Moriarty.  Directors: The Rev. T. Barry, Professor of All Hallows College;  

The Rev. T. Lawlor, late of the Dunboyne Establishment, Maynooth.   

  This seminary will re-open on the 13th. of August next...a limited number 

of ecclesiastical students...can be accommodated with lodgings in the  seminary without  

charge. Mr. D. O’Connor, Classical Master, will receive boarders at a reasonable 
charge and young boys will find his house a home...every student who is not a resident in 

Killarney must board or lodge in an approved house only...”               
  - Ad in Tralee Chronicle  

  
Aug. 16th: 
“N.B.  This register begins August 16th. 1860, the date when I became   

 connected with St. Brendan’s Seminary.” - Fr. T. Lalor 
   - Register in College Records 

Fr. Michael Barry, First Director of St. Brendan’s: 
 

“Poor dear Fr. M. Barry!. The ‘professor of fun’, elocutionist, author, playwright, 
ballad-maker and general enlivener, used to sing his own compositions. If not poetical, 

they were eminently popular But he was grand, too, on occasions: sweet of voice but 

disdainfully incorrect in every other musical requirement. He declaimed, rather than 

sang Davis’s ‘ Irish Brigade’. At his Vive la! one had only to shut the eye, and Fr. Barry 

was transformed at once into Dillon or Clare  leading the ‘household troops’ to victory” 

  -  Dr. E.V. Howley’s  Reflections  on his student days in All Hallows – Irish 

Ecclesiastical Record 1892 
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Fr. Barry was a native of the Cloyne Diocese. As a student in Maynooth he 
distinguished himself in Classics and English Literature.  After ordination he served in 
the Cloyne Diocese for a number of years and then joined the staff of All Hallows. For 
twenty years he was he was an excellent Professor of Rhetoric, and a director and vice-
president of the College. He published a number of books on rhetoric, grammar and 
usage. He was a man of strong views and at times rather strange and mannered.  His 
involvement with St. Brendan’s seems to have been short.  A brief opening entry in the 
first college register stating that the college opened on St. Brendan’s Day, May 16th. 
1860, was, no doubt, made by him but the entry following was written and signed  by Fr. 
Lalor and subsequent entries up to 1865 all seem to be in Fr. Lalor’s hand.   

Fr. O’Doherty replaced Fr. Barry as joint director in 1862.  At this point Fr. Barry 
must have returned to All Hallows, as Fr.Condon records in his history of  the college 
that in  1864  Fr. Barry left All Hallows and was at that time showing symptoms of 
mental illness.  Bishop O’Connell  of Marysville in California  in 1868 said of him in a 
letter to Fr. Fortune, President of All Hallows, ”Alas, dear Fr. Barry, May God help and 
have pity on him!”. Bishop Moriarty looked after him and he spent the last years of his 
life with the Presentation Brothers at Milltown, Co. Kerry. Fr. Barry died in 1873 and is 
buried in the vault by the south wall of St. Mary’s Cathedral. 
 

Fr. Daniel Harrington provides a a further connection between St. Brendan’s and All 
Hallows . He was born in Kerry and educated in the Irish College, Paris He was ordained 
by Dr. Cullen in 1852. He taught in All Hallows  where, in the words of Fr. Condon, “… 
he was a young, active director and a most successful collector of funds.”  He returned to 
the Kerry Diocese about 1864.. He was a curate in Tarbert in 1873 and may have been the 
Fr. Daniel Harrington who was a staff-member in St. Brendan’s in the 1870’s. ????? 
 A Fr. Daniel Harrington  left the staff of St. Brendan’s in 1879 to become the first 
President of  St. Michael’s College. Listowel   
  
 
Fr. Thomas Lalor,   Second Director/President: 

  Fr. Lalor was educated in The Irish College, Paris, and Maynooth. He  was  joint 
Director from 1860 -1863 and sole Director in 1864 and ‘65. Fr. Lalor is recorded as 
being Professor of Theology in the Irish College, Paris in 1865, yet entries in his 
handwriting in the first college register continue until May 1865. In 1866 he joined the 
Jesuits and taught in Clongowes Wood and in Belgium. In 1872 he left the Jesuits and 
was incardinated into the Diocese of Southwark in England. He became a Canon in 1882 
and died in Petworth, where he was Parish Priest, in 1902. Donal Cahill  in his  
guidebook, Killarney Land and Lake,  said that he had been dignissimus for the Diocese 
of Kerry  in 18---   Canon Lalor was a man of great learning and established the journal, 
‘Pastoralia - a  Journal of Priests.’  

 
The Tralee Chronicle reported  that a soiree for the Friends of the Killarney 

Contingent of the Irish Brigade was held at the Killarney Young  Men’s Society Hall 
(Part of the Old Chapel, New Street) - Bishop Moriarty was in the  chair and   “Dr.  Barry 
and Fr. Lalor were described as being “...in the immediate vicinity of the Chair.” 
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 The Irish Brigade was made up of enthusiastic but poorly-trained and equipped 
volunteers who went to Italy to defend The Papal States  against  the forces of Garibaldi.  
The attempt was brave but futile and great efforts had to be made to repatriate the  troops 
after the surrender at Ancona. 
Nov. 6th :   TheTralee Chronicle  reported: 
 “ Reception for Irish Brigade ...present ...Fr. T. Lawlor ,  St.  Brendan’s   
 College.” 
 

 
First Pupils... 

 “Pupils in St. Brendan’s Seminary commencing August 16th. 1860: Arthur  
   Murphy, Thomas Moore,  J.Keliher...” 
  -  Register in Diocesan Archives, Bishop’s House.  
Between August 1860 and April 1861 ninety-three students were registered and fourteen 
of these had left by Christmas of that year. Thirty-nine of the students were from the 
Killarney parish. Among the more unusual names were: Duckett,  Lambert, Bertram, 
Dodd, Godfrey, Beaumont. Bertram’s Bridge and  Dodd’s Lane (behind  the former 
Sheila’s Restaurant) and Duckett’s Lane in High Street  recall some of these families.  
Three Lambert brothers were registered: Thomas. Persse and Edward, no doubt, the 
children of Mr. Persse  Lambert,  recorded in Slater’s Directory 1856 as  Master of the 
Workhouse in Killarney.   Slater records  a William Dodd, Henn Street,  in a list of 
fourteen Boot and  Shoe manufacturers in the town.  
 Students came from all corners of the Diocese,  from Dingle   Millstreet,  Ardfert 
Glengarriff,      

The “re-open,” in the above ad probably refers  back  to the old Killarney 
Seminary, founded by Bishop Sughrue,  in College Street.  

“Children today!” is an oft-heard cry of  frustration  leading to an angry account 
of  the unruly or unmannerly  behaviour of young people. Yet, students of the past were 
not always paragons of virtue.  In 1830 the Propaganda in Rome complained about the 
unruly disposition of Irish students.  In 1834 Paul (later Cardinal) Cullen was Rector of 
the Irish College in Rome and made his first visit to Ireland in fourteen years.  
Immediately discipline in the College broke down and a senior student wrote to Cullen 
begging him to return immediately to put an end to the anarchy. (Paul Cardinal Cullen 
and the Shaping of Modern Ireland , Bowen p.23)  
  

 The Concursus July 1861: 

 The Concursus was the scholarship examination for admission to Maynooth and 
the Irish Colleges abroad.  The first St. Brendan’s register records the subjects for 
examination, names of candidates and results from 1861 to 1896.  In 1861 students from 
St. Brendan’s took eight of the ten places.  
  “The Concursus  for  1861 was held  at the Bishop’s New Palace, 
Killarney, July,  Examiners: V. Rev. J. Mawe, V.G. Tralee; Rev. D.McCarthy, Professor 

of  Scripture,  Maynooth....” 

  St. Brendan’s students filled the first seven places. Students from the 
schools of Mr. C. McCarthy and Mr. F.McCarthy, Tralee took two of the three remaining 
places and another St. Brendan’s student took the last place.  Other schools mentioned in 
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the lists of candidates in the 1860’s and 1870’s are St. Mary’s, Tralee, (established in Day 
Place in 1855 by Bishop Moriarty) 14 ?successful candidates between 1862 and 1865; 
The Dominican Seminary, Tralee,  8 successful candidates between 1866 and 1877;  Mr. 
Lee’s School, Listowel; Mr. Mahony’s school, Millstreet;  Mr. Browne’s School, Dingle.   
In 1883 Michael Scanlan “…from the Listowel College…” was a candidate. 
 

1864: Subjects for The Concursus were first listed in the register in 1864 and were 

as follows: 
 Latin: Horace - Odes Bks. 1,2;  Satires 1, 2 

  Cicero - Select Letters (Arnold) 

  Livy -  Histories 4, 5 

 Greek: Plato - Apology of Socrates 

  Euripedes - Hecuba 

  Homer - Iliad 6, 7, 8 

 Science:  1. Algebra to Quadratic equations 

     2.Euclid Elements Bks. 1, 2, 3 

   English and Irish Cathechism; English Reading and Composition; 

   Translation from Latin into English and from English to Greek and 

   Latin; Greek and Roman History, Ancient Geography. 

  In 1865 the exam was held during three days in July. 
The Catholic Directory for 1856 stated that “In the examination for Maynooth 

and the foreign colleges candidates will be examined in Greek, Latin, Euclid, Algebra 

and Irish.”    However in the records of the St. Brendan’s Concursus Irish is not listed as 
a subject .  In 1864 and 1865 “Irish and English Catechism” were listed but after 1865 
Catechism disappeared from the list of subjects and there is no further mention of Irish. 

In 1885 Morgan O’Flaherty and  in 1886  Patrick Marshall, two future presidents 
of the Seminary, took first place. 

French made its appearance in 1876 and from 1880 the subjects were “…the same 
as those required for Senior Grade Intermediate Examinations.”    
  

 The Irish Colleges:  

  The Concursus was effectively a competitive exam: a candidate’s position 
in the results’ table determined where he studied for the priesthood and what he paid. Joe 
O’Connor recounts in his memoir, ‘Hostage to Fortune’ his angry protest to Seminary 
President, David O’Leary, at what he regarded as unfairness in the marking of the 1893 
exam.  Those who came first and second place got free places in Maynooth, other 
candidates get part-pension places or paid full fees in the Irish Colleges such as  Paris, 
Rome or Salamanca, or attended one of the other ecclesiastical colleges in Ireland. Some 
continental  colleges were endowed with burses for the assistance of  needy students.  
  St. Brendan’s had links with The Irish College in Paris from the outset, as 
Bishop Moriarty had been its Vice-Rector and Fr. Thomas Lalor had been a student and 
was later a professor there. Frequent reference is made in the Diocesan Collection letters 
to the academic success and high-standing of St. Brendan’s alumni in the Irish College,  
Paris and in other  foreign Colleges. Dr. Denis Moynihan was the last Bishop of Kerry 
(1953-69) to have studied at the Irish College, Paris. Between 1860-1874 of 300 students 
who entered St. Brendan’s, 45 went on to Maynooth College; 48 to the Irish Colleges in 
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Paris, Rome, Salamanca, Bastoigne and Louvain; 16 to All Hallows and other  home 
seminaries and  5  to  American and Canadian colleges.  
   

 Origins... The first Irish College had its beginnings in Paris in 1578. Between 
then and 1700 thirty colleges were founded across the continent from Poland to Portugal. 
In the 17th. and 18th. centuries, before the relaxation of the Penal Laws and the founding 
of Maynooth College, many students were ordained before leaving Ireland, having been 
taught basic Latin, the rubrics of the Mass and the essentials of Christian Doctrine.   This 
enabled them to part-fund their five or six years of education in theology and philosophy 
abroad by taking chaplaincies, saying Masses, acting as pall-bearers at funerals or taking 
up collections at church doors to boost their meagre  income. 
   A great cause of annoyance to their Irish bishops, however, were those 
students who never returned to their dioceses in Ireland. Some joined the Irish Brigade, 
some pursued secular careers and some, having lost their taste for their native tongue,  
acquired a taste for French culture, wine and sunshine and so took up pastoral work in 
France.  
    
  : 
Richard Ferris of Ballymalis 
The story of one  Kerry student is well-documented by Mary Purcell in her contribution 
to ‘The Irish-French Connection 1578-1978’, edited by Fr. Liam Swords.   
  The colourful and controversial Richard Ferris of Ballymalis ( the ruins of 
the Ferris castle lie beside the Laune  at Ballymalis, halfway between Killarney and 
Killorglin ) took the unusual step of  joining the Irish Brigade in France and, then, while 
still a Lieutenant  in the Brigade, entering the Irish College. He went on to become a a 
priest, a Doctor of Canon and Civil Law and chaplain at the pre-Revolutionary royal 
court. He survived the Revolution, became a spy for the French in London reporting on 
Ireland’s readiness for revolution, and , under Napoleon, in 1810 was made head of the 
combined  Irish, English and Scottish Colleges. Under his regime the Irish College took 
on the character of a college of the arts and sciences rather than an ecclesiastical college. 
Irish students were few; the sons of wealthy French parents were many. The Irish bishops 
protested: “Is that wretch, Ferris, still in the Irish College?” queried the Bishop of Cork, 
Dr. Murphy in 1818. Ferris was eventually forced to give up his post of Rector of the 
Irish College and  died a wealthy lawyer in his splendid mansion near Soissons in 1828.  
      

1865:     
 SEMINARY STAFF... 

             A college account book provides a list of staff who served in the school 
for varying lengths of time (e.g. Mr. Lawrence, described in the records as ‘Professor of 
Vocal Music’, was on the staff for just one month) between 1865 and the late 1870’s.  : 
 “Coffey, Revd. John;  Mr. Michael Pierse, Dr. Evening School;  Mr. McCabe;  

Mr. J.J. O’Connor;  Mr. McAlister;  Mr. John O’Sullivan;  Mr. Ml. Heffernan;  Mr. 
Phelan;  Mr. Ml. Healy;  Mr. Wm. Aherne, Drill Master;  Revd. Ivo O’Connell, Revd. 
 Humphrey Riordan; Revd. Malachy O’Connell;  Revd. David O’Leary; Revd. 
Ds.Riordan;  Revd. Patrick O’Leary;  Revd. Dl. Harrington;  Mr. Patrick Crowley;  Mr. 
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J.  Dyer; Mr. Patrick Sullivan;  Mr. Lawrence Sullivan;  Revd. P. White;  Rev. J. 

Dowling;  Mr. Lawrence;  Mr. Hetreed; Mr. Eugene O’Sullivan.” 

   
 A list of prize-winners in June 1878 is headed “Mr. Dyer’s English department” 

 “Dyer’s Shaft”  is mentioned  in  an  account  by Thomas Weaver of mining  
  operations at Ross Island  in the late 1820’s.  
  

1866: MR. MICHAEL AMBROSE PIERSE... 

 An Evening School was established in the Presentation Monastery with Michael 
Pierse as Director.  This may have been intended as a Classical Evening School for the 
teaching of  Latin  to young  adults  who wished to gain admission to an ecclesiastical 
college. One such school in Dublin was advertised in the Catholic Directory of 1862 and 
a student from  ‘Dr. Yore’s Night School’, Dublin entered All Hallows in 1856.     
 Mr. Pierse was the most senior lay-teacher in St. Brendan’s and possibly had 
taught Bishop Moriarty in the Classical school that he ran in Ardfert.  Dr. Moriarty wrote 
of him in a letter: 
  “The assistant classical master whom I have now teaching in the room below me 

had a school in a thatched cabin in Ardfert for about thirty years...”    
 In his article,  Glimpses of North Kerry in the Time of O’Connell, published in 
Twixt Skellig and Scattery  (1932)  Edmund Fuller wrote:  
 “This school( i.e. Mr. Pierse’s)  had long done the duty of a seminary, taught 

classics, philosophy, logic etc....many of its teachers were men of wide culture, who had 

themselves been educated for the priesthood at Louvain, Rome, Salamanca etc., but who, 

through some cause, did not succeed in being ordained. One of them, Michael Ambrose 

Pierse was a noted classical scholar, and the fame of his learning was widespread.” 
 
 In 1868-9 payments were made to Mr. Pierse for conducting a Latin class in the 
 Presentation Monastery.  Michael Pierse retired in 1874 and was paid a pension 
by the school until his death in 1878. 
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6.  BISHOP COFFEY… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 62 

 

 
 

 

 

1866: REV. JOHN COFFEY...   
 Rev. John Coffey joined the Seminary staff in 1865. He was the second de facto 
Principal of the school and the first to bear the title ‘President’ ( Fr. Lalor had been 
‘Director’)    
 Fr. Coffey was born in 1836 and educated in Tralee and Maynooth College where 
he succeeded the celebrated Dr. Callan as Lecturer in Physics. As teacher, president 
(1866-82) and Bishop of Kerry (1889 - 1904) he played a major role in the development 
of  St. Brendan’s College and his constant concern as the college grew was its burden of 
debt. His reports on the annual Seminary collection during his time as President and his 
letters to the clergy as Bishop of Kerry in support of the collection reveal a great pride in 
the achievements of the school, deep concern about the financial difficulties in the late 
1870’s and 80’s and some annoyance at the relative lack of financial support from clergy 
and people compared to other dioceses. As his episcopal successor, Bishop John Mangan 
said of him, he took “...a lifelong and absorbing interest in the success of the Seminary.” 

  Fr. Coffey was an active fundraiser and held raffles in Killarney to fund 
St.Brendan’s  offering as prizes  a gold watch and chain  and  suitably uplifting works of 
literature.   In December of 1869 he travelled to Dublin to raise funds and received 
contributions from, among others, The Chief Secretary, Arnott and Co. and the city’s 
leading wine merchants. 
His letters to the clergy as Bishop are heartfelt exhortations rather than routine requests 
and  he wrote with great sincerity of  his “ pleasure and delight...” in the “..brilliant 

success...” of Seminary students.   
  His references to “cultured priests...” “ ...men of cultivated ability...”  and his  
frequent use of military imagery show his concern with the new challenges facing the 
church  in an  age of  “...scientific and social  progress...” where it is necessary that “...the  

Church ...puts on her armour and equips herself by the high education and the high 

culture of those who are to be her ministers...”  When he warms to his subject  his 
rhetoric is passionate, combative and millenarian: “The trend of the present day is to set 

the church aside and say that her methods and all her ways are obsolete. This is a 

calumny of old date...The way to make us masters of the world is to put into our hands 

the weapons of knowledge...”   
   On the death of Bishop Higgins in 1888  the  selection of  Canon Coffey 
as   his  successor  was made in very tense circumstances  
  When the clergy of the Diocese of Kerry assembled in Killarney to select  the 
terna  of names, dignus, dignior, dignissimus, to be submitted to Rome where the final 
choice would be made,   Fr. Lalor, , his predecessor as President of St. Brendan’s 
Seminary and at that time a Canon  of the Diocese of Southwark,  emerged as  
dignissimus with 22 votes, and Canon Coffey, dignior.  received 17 votes. The priests’ 
choice. however, was not to be the determining factor in naming a successor to Dr  
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Higgins.  National and European political considerations were to prove far more decisive. 
Two other bishoprics in the Archdiocese of Cashel, Waterford and  Killaloe became 
vacant  at the same time.  Kerry  and Killaloe were, in the words of Emmett Larkin, 
“…the most difficult to govern, politically and  ecclesiastically,  in Ireland.”   ( The 

Roman Catholic Church in Ireland and the Fall of Parnell 1888-1891;  Liverpool 

University Pess)  The Vatican urgently sought the appointment of conservatives,  men 
who would help it to reassert the church’s influence in Ireland and would not upset the 
Vatican’s attempts to establish diplomatic relations with Britain, with whose widespread 
empire the expanding Catholic Church was in daily contact throughout the world. Rome  
did not want nominees with strong  nationalist sentiments or affiliations.  
 An economic crisis arising from bad weather, crop failures and falling prices at 
the end of the 1870’s had thrown Ireland, into a ferment. Boycotting, agrarian outrages, 
and evictions led to  deep divisions in Irish society.  The was  division between landlord 
and tenant,  the tenants and  Church leaders and  within the Church itself. 
 The conflict was at its worst  in the South and West.  By 1882  Lord Kenmare was 
effectively bankrupt through  his  of lavish expenditure on Killarney House  and the 
difficult economic conditions of the time. The appointment of Sam Hussey as Kenmare’s 
agent in 1874 had brought about increased rents and a much more businesslike approach 
to  collecting of arrears. However,  the deteriorating agrarian economy  meant that 
Hussey’s efficient management was to no avail. The estate was heavily mortgaged and  
by 18—was in the hands of trustees.   Many small farmers could not pay the increased 
rents or the accumulated arrears  and consequently were facing ruin and eviction.  They 
looked to the leadership of their priests  and the power of  the Land League  for  
protection.  
Fr. Arthur Murphy and The  Land League: 

   Support for the land League among the clergy of Kerry was very evident during 
the  Land War.  In March 1881, at the height of the land agitation, Fr. Murphy,  a curate 
in  Castleisland  and the first student entered in the class register of St. Brendan’s when it 
was founded in 1860, became President of the Castleisland  branch of the Land League 
after  the arrest of Kenny,  the previous incumbent.  In his address to the large assembly 
of tenant farmers Fr. Murphy  encouraged them to stand  up for their rights and, just 
stopping short of incitement to violence, advised them not to take up arms because they  
“…could not face rifles with rusty old muskets.”  (Kerry Sentinel 15/3/1881)  By March 
25th.  Fr. Murphy had been  removed to Ardfert  - clearly the Diocesan authorities did not 
approve of Fr. Murphy’s   land League activities.  The Kerry Sentinel reported on the 
angry mood in Castleisland when the news began to spread.  All business in the town 
ceased, shops were closed and angry crowds gathered in the street. 

On March 29th. The Kerry Sentinel reported on a meeting of the Killarney Land 
League at which the chairman expressed  sympathy with the Castleisland branch and 
attributed the removal of Fr. Murphy to the arrest of  Kenny and his  active involvement 
in the Land League. On April 24th. The Kerry Sentinel reported on another Land League 
meeting at Ballylongford with Fr. O’Sullivan, PP of Listowel as chairman and ten other 
priests in attendance, among them Frs. D. Brosnan and T. Mangan from the newly-
founded St. Michael’s College, Listowel. Fr. Moynihan struck a defiant note, telling the 
people that if they obeyed the rules of the Land League and took a firm stand against 
misrule,  “…all the buckshot and bayonets of the British Empire cannot keep the people 
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from the rights they demand.”  On May 17th. 1881 the Kerry Sentinel reported that a huge 
crowd assembled by Killarney courthouse for a Land League meeting held in protest at 
four local evictions carried out by Lord Kenmare and his dismissal of nine labourers who 
refused to assist in the evictions. Feelings were running high as Killarney Land League 
chairman, John Kelly, declared Killarney to be the centre of evictions in Kerry and Lord 
Kenmare to be the leading evicter in Ireland.  “ ...the name of Kenmare,”  the Sentinel 
reported,  “  which no man dare assail at one time has suffered immensely.”  Only two 
priests, both from outside the parish – Fr. J. Shine of Fossa and Fr. T.O’Connor of Firies, 
a staunch Nationalist, - were at the meeting.  It is, perhaps, not surprising that no priest 
from St. Brendan’s or Killarney parish was mentioned. Killarney was effectively the 
Bishop’s parish and their presence would have been a  cause of great  embarrassment and 
annoyance  to him.  Lord Kenmare being a  leading Catholic nobleman and a generous 
contributor to the Killarney Parish and St.Brendan’s Seminary.  

 The introduction of  Gladstone’s 1881 Land Act  and the 1882 Arrears Act 
brought about a reduction in tension but the mid-eighties brought further economic 
difficulties with consequent rent disputes and evictions.  The murder in 1885 of John 
Curtin of Castle Farm, Firies, by moonlighters, one of whom was also killed, led to the 
boycotting of the Curtin family – and a proposal from an outraged Robert Louis 
Stevenson that in defiance of the Moonlighters  he would move to Ireland and  live with 
his wife and stepson in Castle Farm as a potential martyr in the name of law and order.  
Illness and the death of his father prevented the putting into action of his reckless scheme. 
  
Bad weather and crop failure in 1885-6 led to further discontent and the introduction by 
the Irish National League of  The Plan of Campaign under which  tenants refused to pay 
what they considered to be excessive rents and demanded that a fair rent be determined 
by a process of arbitration.   They withheld their rent and paid what they regarded as a 
fair rent into a fund for the assistance of evicted tenants. There was widespread support 
for the Plan of Campaign among the  clergy and even within the  Hierarchy. Irish 
nationalists saw that the success of The Plan of Campaign was threatened by the 
imprisonment of  William Smith O’Brien in Clonmel Jail.   While the staunchly 
nationalist Drs. Croke and  Walshe  were attempting  to orchestrate a protest by their 
fellow bishops against the harsh treatment of O’Brien,  in the Diocese of Kerry , a 
staunch Unionist,  Canon Arthur Griffin of Millstreet, vigorously  condemned the 
agrarian  agitation and wrote to  Chief Secretary  Arthur Balfour of a conspiracy to put an 
extreme nationalist into the See of Kerry.   
 
 
Dr. Croke , in his anger  at the impertinence of Griffin, betrayed a rather dismissive  
attitude towards the county which was to become one of  the most renowned in the annals 
of  the organisation with which his name will be forever linked. Writing to Bishop 
Walshe he said, “ The Bps. and priests generally sustain this agitation and believe it to be 

useful and morally unassailable, and surely a Kerry cleric like Griffin should not be 

allowed to arraign it and denounce it as he has done, in the teeth of the Irish Bishops and 

priests…”  Interestingly, Lord Kenmare protested to Balfour that three priests, at the 
behest of O’Brien, were forcing his tenants to refuse a fair settlement.  
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 In such turbulent political and social circumstances Canon Lalor’s nationalist 
associations proved to be fatal to his prospects of becoming Bishop of Kerry.     
 Canon Lalor was related to the nationalist PP of Molahiffe,  Fr. P. Connor  who 
campaigned vigorously among his fellow priests for Canon Lalor to succeed Dr. Higgins. 
 A letter seeking the support of  priests for Canon  Lalor  - who, according to the writer,  
“…acquitted himself with credit as President of the Killarney Seminary and was elected 

by a majority of the Chapter of Southwark to be their Provost” -  was circulated by Fr. 
O’Connor to diocesan clergy.   Copies of the document  were sent by  Canon Griffin,  the 
anti-nationalist PP of Millstreet to Chief Secretary Balfour and to Rome. 

Canon Murphy died in Brosna in 1918 with Fr. O’Flaherty, his curate and a 
former president of St. Brendan’s, praying at his bedside. 
A fine tribute to Fr. Murphy is to be found in “ The Story of  Brosna”    1930 by  Fr. 
Michael Murphy:  “ He had been curate in Castleisland in the days of the Land 
War…had frequently visited Brosna to address Land League meetings – and now was to 

come as new Parish Priest.  Practically every living soul in the parish of Brosna 

assembled on the night of his arrival.  They marched out the road to meet him with bands 

playing, tar barrels blazing, torches all afire…”. 
 
As Bishop of Kerry in the late 1890’s Canon Coffey was in dispute with the 4th. Earl of 
Kenmare, who, as Lord Castlerosse, had made the original grant of land to the Seminary. 
The dispute related to the site of the old Chapel and the former Bishop’s Palace in New 
Street.   
  Thomas, the 4th. Viscount Kenmare built the central portion of the old 
Palace for Dr. Teahon, (d. 1797) the first Bishop to live in Killarney. It eventually proved 
to be too small and a public subscription among the gentry enabled the two projecting 
wings to be built. When Bishop Moriarty built the new Palace and decided that the priests 
would live there with him, Lord Castlerosse gave him the rent of the old Palace as 
compensation for the accommodation of the priests, for whom it was Lord Kenmare’s 
obligation to provide a presbytery.   
  When Canon Coffey became Bishop the old  Bishop’s Palace had become 
The Palace Hotel and he claimed that the rental  from the property belonged to the 
Diocese.  Lord Kenmare insisted that ownership, in accordance with a condition in the 
lease, had reverted to his family when the property ceased to be used for worship. A letter 
of Maurice Leonard, Lord Kenmare’s agent, referred to the landlord’s deep conviction 
that  ‘...the church of Killarney and the adjoining premises were intended by his ancestor 

for the parish Priest of Killarney and not for the Bishop who might reside anywhere.” 
Thus, any entitlement to the use of or rental from the property lay with the parish of 
Killarney rather than the Diocese. Dr. Coffey disagreed and refused to accept the rent, as 
a result, relations between the two most powerful figures in the Diocese were severely 
strained.  The Holy See was asked to intervene in the dispute but declined, rather 
unkindly suggesting that Bishop Coffey was “...eccentric...”  (Website of PRONI).   That  
eccentricity was more likely to be found among wealthy landlords of idle habit and noble 
lineage is a thought that may have crossed some minds at that time.  In December 1904 
Dr. Coffey’s successor, Bishop John Mangan, came to an agreement with Lord Kenmare 
about a form of receipt for the rental and the matter was settled. The  rental income went 
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towards the support of the Seminary Note: Entries in a College account book in Diocesan 
archives: 
  “1861:  By rent of College House to Mr. Graham( ?)   £1 - 10- 3” 
  “1872-3  From Palace Hotel   £60” 
 
  Eccentric or not, Canon Coffey did not mince his words. In a report to  
Bishop Moriarty he criticised Fr. John Mawe, the Dean of Kerry for  his  “... shuffling 

character...” and “...apathetic support..”  because of  the Dean’s seeming ambivalence 
towards the Seminary,  and he  could not restrain his feelings when making an account 
book entry relating  to the closure of the Evening School at the monastery, Christmas 
1870, : “I always considered it a useless waste  of money. ” 

  (College Records)  

  In his memoir, Hostage to Fortune, Joe O’Connor described an interview 
in Dingle convent in 1895 with Bishop Coffey that led to his becoming a clerical student 
in Maynooth. The Bishop arrived in Dingle in his splendid barouche drawn by a fine pair 
of grey horses.  As a prize-winning student of the classics, O’Connor seemed to be a 
potential candidate for the priesthood and was summoned to meet Dr. Coffey in the 
convent. Mother Ignatius first warned him not to look at the Bishop’s club-foot, about 
which he was very sensitive. O’Connor described Dr. Coffey as looking  “...very frail, 
despite the square  jaw and square face.  The benevolent eyes belied the the severe lines 

of his features and his voice, when he at last spoke to me, had the precise primness of an 

old maid’s.” Bishop Coffey, well aware that the local Church of Ireland clergyman had 
guaranteed the young scholar a sizarship in Trinity College, immediately arranged for Joe 
to have a free place in Maynooth, which he accepted 
 
.The Canon Coffey and Canon O’Leary Letters: 
  Two  small  bundles of letters of letters, one series addressed to Canon Coffey , 

the other addressed to Canon O’Leary are extant in the college records.  
  

The Canon Coffey Letters: 

 A  series of 23 letters written between 1878 and 1882 some enclosing 

payment for students’ pension, many explaining why  pensions had not been paid  on 
time. These were the Land War years, a time of  economic depression in Britain and 

Ireland brought about by crop failure, falling agricultural prices, growing competition 

from American industry and agriculture and from the strengthening German economy. 

 

 

The  ‘Governess’ Letters:  

A series of  letters written between  July 1871 and Feb. 1884 from a hard-pressed 

widow  who, though a woman of  property, was forced by straitened circumstances to 

withdraw her children temporarily from boarding in  the Seminary.   “I have an English 
governess who will get them over the English...” she wrote,   “...I fully intend...keeping all 

my children in school next year...my girls in Loreto and my boys in College...”. : A 

further request for payment was met with “ No, I have not, as you say,  forgotten you...I 

have been served with two writs and two processes, which I have met without going into 

court but I knew you would wait when others would not...”  The matter was finally settled 
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when Fr. O’Leary became president by his accepting a “ three month bill ” i.e. a bill of 
exchange or promissory note, which would become payable three months after the date of 

issue.  The letters reflect the hard times of the 1880’s and a typical problem for the heads 
of religious foundations, namely, their low priority in any list of pressing debts.  

A short letter from a farmer conveys in very direct and convincing terms  the  

difficulties of the time: “ I made no sale at the cattle fair in Killarney. I will have a sale 
in Kenmare on the 2nd. I will go to see you immediately.  I was much ashamed because I 

did not sell to go to speak to you. I expect  ----- is a good obedient boy.”  
  A system of farming, now vanished, takes the blame in another case.: “ Your 

pressing message to me could have no greater effect than my inclination to pay  you as 

soon as I can. Which will be as sure as any money you ever received from a student...my 

land is set to a Dairy Man who will be paying me a large sum in about 3 months 

time...you will not have it to say that ---- ------ was a defaulter...” 

Other debtors wielded a  subtler pen:  “I am not at all unmindful of the small bill 

due to you  but as I have no money convenient just now I hope you will excuse me for a 

few weeks...You may rest assured it is quite safe.”  Salaried people, too, were under 

financial pressure:  “The other two bills in this case I am also willing to pay but I must,  

as a matter of unquestionable necessity,  ask for time. I have no income outside my salary 

and when the support of my family is taken out of it very little is left.”  
 Emigration, of course, features in the handful of letters: -  a sister and two 

brothers gone to Australia in a short time assisted by  an uncle already there;  a  student, 

his  only source of pension payment  an elder brother   “...in via for Australia...”,  leaves  

Canon Coffey,  depending for payment on the generosity of friends of the boy’s  family 
who, the Canon is told by a clerical intermediary,   “...cannot easily pay it just now. They 

speak of more time. “   
The generosity of emigrant and non-emigrant relatives is evident in other letters:  

A moving letter from a missionary priest in Australia conveys in an understated way a 

strong sense of the pain of separation and the enduring strength of family ties in spite of 

vast distance and the passage of time. A cheque in payment of a boy’s pension is 
enclosed -   “...anything over you might hand to Thomas  from time to time in the way of 

pocket money...I shall promise to be accountable to you for his expenses while in the 

Seminary and in Maynooth, or any of the Continental Colleges.  He was only a child 

when I left home but I feel that he ought to be a good boy and should wish him to 

succeed. I do not wish him to go to All Hallows nor to come on the “ Foreign Mission...” 

  Why not the “ Foreign Mission”?   perhaps, the penning of such a letter  made the  
writer feel the pain  of his own exile and left him believing  that his giving up family, 

friends and homeland  for a difficult and uncertain life half a world away was a sufficient 

sacrifice for one family. Nevertheless,  the writer’s strong conviction that “…to 

succeed...”  meant to enter the religious life is clearly evident in the letter. 

Generosity of a more homely kind is also to be found in the letters. 

 A brief missive from a relative or guardian informs   Canon Coffey, that a letter from one 

of the two students for whom the writer is responsible has told him that “...their clothes 

are so shabby...”  Consequently, the  future Bishop of The Diocese of Kerry is kindly  

requested  to give “  ...an order to O’Sullivan (Draper) to supply them with a dark, strong 
tweed suit each, as I have an objection to allow them to run any bills on their own 

account.”     
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 Other letters were  literally of the ‘bread and butter’ kind:  
       

    Farranfore, Nov. 13th. 1878 

 

“Dear Fr. Coffey, 

 I can let you have a firkin of mild cured butter on Friday, as the Sisters of 

the Convent of Mercy have engaged for the one just made. I can, however, give a very 

good  firkin  of salt butter, which is not too salt and a sample of which brought me by the 

housekeeper I have just tasted, and found palatable and good. You can have it at the 

price of Cork 2nd quality on the day of delivery and will allow you the price of the empty 

firkin out of it. 

 I should be right glad of such butter for the 5 years that I was in college as 

a student but was obliged to do with dry bread and cocoa for breakfast. So those 

gentlemen of yours, I fancy, must be very well provided for as regards the Commiseriat 

department. You should look sharp that those people you get butter from don’t wrong you 
in price or wt. or qt. as I showed the Nuns of the Mercy Convent what had been done to 

them. All the cows of the country will go out of milk now on account of the cold weather, 

and butter will be scarce in make. Please say by return of post, if you want me to send the 

butter on Friday 

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

: 

 

 

The Presentation  Monastery 
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: 
  “This splendid specimen of Gothic architecture and the only monastery in 
Ireland designed by the late A. Welby Pugin...”,  thus was the monastery described in an 
advertisement in the Catholic Directory of 1862. The Monastery received its letter of 
authorization from Bishop Moriarty in Dec. 1860 and the school opened in Jan. 1861. 
The brothers began to live there in Nov. 1861, the building was at that date , according to 
the ad, “...quite unfinished...scarcely habitable...”  It had  “...cells on the upper floor 

capable of accommodating about 20 Brothers.”  
  Tradition has it that Seminary students boarded in the Monastery in the 
early years of the College  (see Archdeacon O’Leary’s letter below) but the ‘...scarcely 

habitable...” condition of the monastery in 1861-2 and the reference in the 1860 ad to 
students staying in  “...approved boarding houses...” might suggest otherwise.  By 1869, 
however, Seminary students were accommodated in the Monastery and had been there 
long enough to have made themselves very much at home, as the following report to Rev, 
John Coffey from an exasperated Bro. O’Connell indicates.   
  The report strongly condemns the behaviour of the students, who, it must 
have seemed to the angry Superior, were intent on the’ dissolution’ of the Monastery 

 “...up and down stairs at all hours...Mr. Jerh. Whelan, Mr. J. Dillon and the two 

servants talking, laughing and chatting right merrily and pleasantly in Mr. Jerh. 

Whelan’s room between the hours of 6 and 7 o’clock...Mr. John Harrington is frequently 
late for supper thereby causing more or less inconvenience to the refectorian who has to 

wait till the last is done...Mr O’Halloran...in the habit of  pushing the bolt of the lock of 

his door back with hoops taken from his bed ...the great waste of bread by the 
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students...to have the students leave their boots and shoes outside their doors every 

morning to be cleaned would prevent much inconvenience...trespass on the corn going 

and coming...breaking through wire paling ...students playing on the pasture  in front of 

the Monastery. As they have plenty ground of their own to play on and no need of 

trespassing on the Monastery property” 

 

Gate Used by Sem Boarders  going to and from  the Monastery in the 1860’s 

                         

 
 

 

Et in Arcadia... 

 By comparison with the Spartan conditions of the Seminary  in the  early 20th. 
century, life in the  Monastery 1869-71 seems to have been positively idyllic:  more 
bread, seemingly, than they could eat, boots polished,  private rooms,  “...Cakes, wine and  

oranges supplied to boys on feast days...” ,   “...a boat-trip  on the lake for day-boys...”  
(College account book) and two school buildings on which to practise their demolition 
skills. 
  Indeed, it  is, in T.S. Eliot’s famous phrase, a tenable theory that   Bro. 
O’Connell’s anguished  letter of complaint may have saved Pugin’s only Irish monastery 
from that gradual, almost imperceptible process of structural disintegration brought about 
by such agencies as  dry-rot, woodworm, termites and mischievous schoolboys. 
  

  

  
1869: A letter to Fr. Reidy in November 1934 from Archdeacon O’Leary, who 
succeeded Canon Coffey as President in 1882 states that up to 1869 “Two rooms in the 
palace were used as classrooms and the few students were lodged in the Monastery. 

When Dr. Moriarty was leaving for the Vatican Council towards the end of 1869 he told 

Canon Coffey to erect a special Seminary building. No money was available for the 

purpose  ( Fr. Naughten’s £1,000 had been expended  on the Palace building.)  and the 
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Canon immediately set to work and in twelve months the building with the tower 

adjoining was completed by the Canon by begging and borrowing. It was kept alive (i.e. 
in subsequent years) by a Diocesan Collection sanctioned by the several bishops of the 

Diocese. Thus its history for many years after its erection was one of financial difficulty.”  
   

  DIOCESAN COLLECTION... 

 The first annual Diocesan collection to raise funds for St. Brendan’s was made in 
all parishes in 1869. In the first year almost half of the fund went towards the reduction of 
pensions.  In 1870 Canon Coffey must have been hard-pressed to pay for the new 
building as he recorded that the whole of the collection went to pay for building.  In 
subsequent years funds from the collection were used for the general running of the 
College and to reduce the pension charged to students. The amount of reduction was in 
proportion to the amount collected in each student’s home parish.    
  

 Some college disbursements: 

 “Paid Mr. C. Coffey, tailor for stuff for soutanes: £4 - 13  - 11 
   Paid P. Convent for making same:  £1 - 10 - 0 
   Paid D. Leary Doors at Monastery £2 - 0  - 0 
   Paid nurse tended when T. Dillon was sick  £0 - 4 - 0 
   Paid for cakes for boys: 8th. Dec.:  7 /6; 17th. March :  6s  9d; 31st. May 2s  9d     
   Paid for bogdeal  - lighting fires at Monastery:  1/4 
    Wine to students on feastdays....” 
 Prizes: 
  John Moriarty, Listowel;  J. Casey, Rathmore;  P. Whyte, Listowel;  J. 
Lane, Brosna; P. Garvey,  Dingle;  M. Kelliher, Dingle. 
 Half-prizes: W.P. O’Callaghan;  Jn. Quirke, Cahirciveen. 
  - Account Book;  College Records 
         The above prizes were in the form of reductions in pension ranging  
 from £20 to £5, based on a Diocesan Fund examination.  Deductions, referred to 
as “gratuities”, were also given to deserving students who did not win prizes in the 
exam. 
  

 FUNDRAISING... 

 Dec. 22nd: 

  “I went to Dublin on Dec. 22nd. and received the subscriptions mentioned 
   below.” 

  - Rev. J. Coffey, note in College account book. 

 

 Between Sept. 1869 and April 1870 Fr. Coffey raised over £300 through 
 subscriptions from individual donors among whom were: , The Lord Chancellor;  
The Chief Secretary,  The Earl and Countess of Kenmare, Mr. Danl. O’Connell B.L.  of 
Derrynane Abbey;  the Earl of Dunraven;  The Marquess of Landsdowne;  Messrs. J. 
Donovan & Sons;  Miss Foley Tralee;   Henry A. Herbert Esq. of Muckross;  Danl. 
Brennan Esq. ;  Lt. Col. Hickie; The Hon. Wm. Browne, Rev. A. Higgins;  Arnott and 
Co. ;  J.J.Murphy & Co.;  Beamish and Crawford & Co.; Woodford Bourne & Co;  The 
Cork Distillers’  Co. 
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 Students were also involved in the fundraising:- 
 “Card Collections from students recd. during the Christmas Vacation 1869-70” 
  Subscriptions were received from the Presentation, Mercy and Loreto   
 Convents. 
1870: BUILDING... 

 ‘The whole of the Diocesan Fund for 1870 went to pay for building.” 
    Account book, College Archives. 
 “ Servant cleaning boots -  £2/19/0  

1871: RAFFLE: 

  “Cash paid for watch:  £9/5/0    Cost of printing tickets:  17/- 

    Total profit on watch:  £18/7/6”    
  
 Council of Trent... 

 “You will be pleased on Passion Sunday to make the collection for the Diocesan 
 Seminary...we make this annual collection imperative on the clergy by virtue of 

the power vested in me by The Council of Trent, Sess.  26, Ch.18...Let there be no 

 compulsion and do not demand any large offerings of individuals” 

   Letter from Bishop Moriarty sent to all the clergy of the diocese, dated 

the  Feast of St. Thomas Aquinas, 1871. The practise of sending this annual letter 

continued until the collection ceased in 197-  They provide some  useful information on  

developments in the Seminary and the conditions of the time.     

 BENEFACTORS.... 

  Mr. Daniel Brennan of Dromhall, who held 2,200 acres of land in Killarney, 
made a contribution of  £10 each year from 1871 -1880. In 1875 his contribution 
amounted to more than a quarter of the entire Killarney collection and it matched the 
contributions of  the Cork Distilling Co. in 1876 and Lord Kenmare and Mr. Denis Shine 
Lawlor  of Grena  in 1877 . 

  Dromhall was built by Lord Kenmare for use by his agents, but 
was much in demand for renting as a gentleman’s residence.  In 1874 Sam Hussey 
became the Kenmare agent, replacing Thomas Gallwey. He lived at Edenburn. Hussey 
was in turn replaced by Maurice Leonard in 1885. Dromhall was demolished in the 
1960’s  and  the Dromhall Hotel now occupies the site.  

 
 

1872: BENEFICIARY... 

 Disbursements  from Collection-:  “...Brother Rice, Dingle for support of 
Classical School: £10 ....” 

 PRICE FOR BUILDING SEMINARY NEW HOUSE...  
   - A list of the cost of building materials under the above heading exists in 
the College records. The builder is not named.  This is probably the building seen in the 
background of the engraving of the Seminary on the 1876 prospectus below.  Mention is 
made of tiles for a kitchen in the list. 
  The potato crop was ravaged by blight in 1872 and was far below average 
again in 1873.  Of  £21,632 due in rent to Lord Kenmare only £13.307 was collected. It is 
not surprising, therefore that Christopher Gallwey was replaced as Kenmare’s agent by 
the hard-driving Sam Hussey in 1874  (- J.S. Donnelly Jnr. JKAHS 1988.)  
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1873: NEED FOR EXPANSION... 

 “...the fees of the day-scholars , the average of which taken for the last four years, 

 amounts to £75 only...At present there is not sufficient dormitory accommodation 

to receive a larger number than thirty  boarders. There are no classrooms and the whole 

teaching work must be carried on in one large room chiefly... 

 ...an outlay of nearly £3030  which the buildings erected in the last three years 

have cost.”   
  Rev John Coffey, President, in a letter to the diocesan clergy.  

  

 Tourist Contribution... 

  “10 cent silver piece = 3d.”  - Killarney Collection  

 Medical Contribution... 

  “Dr. Griffin, medical attendance to Js. Murphy given as subscription to 
Seminary...” 

  “Jan.  29th. Billiard table - £25...” 

 -  College Account Book. 

 

1874:  Letter to the Clergy: 

 “Owing to the disendowment of  Maynooth College  ecclesiastical education 

cannot now be had without very considerable expense.  The disappearance of classical 

schools  from the country renders the preparatory education for college  to be, in most 

cases, entirely beyond the means of those from whom  the ministry is usually supplied.” 

1874-6: BUILDING... 

  “New kitchen and refectory, addition to old stables...House No. 1 Part of 
Seminary annexed to Palace; House No. 2 built by Mr. O’Connor.” 

 College account book, Diocesan Archives. 

  “For:  Building of coachman’s house & in purchasing convent cottage and land 
adjoining  - £240  borrowed from B. of W.” 

  Note in College Records 

 

“...gate and piers for new entrance to Palace and avenue...new railings in front of 

cottage...” 

 The coachman’s cottage refers to the gate-lodge building at the new Road 
entrance to St. Brendan’s . The  last people to live there were Tom  ---- and his wife ? ,  
Bishop Moynihan’s driver.   (CHECK DETAILS … ) 
  College Account Book. 

 

1875: CATHOLIC UNIVERSITY... 

 “The entrance exam for the Catholic University was held in November 1875, 
when 45 students were matriculated. From statistics forwarded by the Rector, it appears 

the Seminary furnishes the largest number of matriculated students to the University of 

any school in Ireland.”  
  Rev. J. Coffey, Letter to the Diocesan Clergy. 
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7.   EXAM RECORDS 1876… 
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EXAMINATIONS, CLASSES AND SUBJECTS: 

  

Two books of Examination Records have survived from the period 1876 to 1891 
and 1898 to 1917. The books reveal that the subjects taught were Latin, Greek, French, 
English, Catechism, Science (after 1902), Geography, English and Irish History, Music 
and Drawing. The word ‘Mathematics’ is only occasionally used and results are recorded 
separately for Algebra, Trigonometry, Geometry and Arithmetic. There is no mention or 
use of the Irish language and no Irish version of a student’s name is used, not a single 
Sean, Padraig or Seamus. In the 1880-81 Christmas results three students are listed for 
Italian.  

Results in Greek, Latin, French and mathematics predominate and the exams were 
oral, as indicated by the seven minute time-intervals mentioned in the 1900 and 1902 
Xmas exams, the heading, “1910 Christmas Oral Examinations”  and comments such as:  
“Read translation from book”;  “Slow but thoughtful”; “V. bad pronunciation”; “Fair 
but spiritless”; “Clever but wrong”; “Homer – v.  fair, coarse,  Horace – guessing, not 

accurate”;  “French – Reading v. good,  Grammar and Trans. V. good”;  
The impatience of the examiner is sometimes revealed : “Slobbering” ;   

“Geometry  - V. Poor  Fr. Scannell constantly doing it”;  “Does not know it.” “Did not 
do it”;  “Music – all Poor  (Very)”;  “All weak – through negligence”.  Examinees were 
understandably nervous : “Bogged in it”; “No Answering” “Hesitating”; “Appears 
forgetting” , however, a degree of humanity is sometimes evident in the examiners :  
“Middling – even with Fr. Scannell’s assistance”; “Fair but with assistance”; ”Poor 

and weak but he will pull through”; “Poor – better than expected”   and there is delight 
at the talent of young Charles O’Sullivan ( a future Bishop of Kerry): “Homer – V. Good 

– Excellent; Geometry – Good, Ex.;    Algebra – excellent in every way.” 
Comments rather than marks are recorded and some very fine distinctions are 

found in the range of comments used :  indifferent,  

 v. middling,  middling,  fairish ,  fair,  goodish.  Prizes in the form of reduction in 
pension called: ‘Praemia” were awarded to the top students in different subjects.    

 The prize- winners are recorded under the various subject headings and winners 
were given such edifying works as:– Tennyson’s Poems; Social Life in Greece; The 
Public Life of Our Lord; Oliver Twist.  In 1876 Charles O’Sullivan (Bishop of Kerry 

1918- 1927) led the prizewinners in Greek, Latin, French and Mathematics. Four 
members of a  “Civil Service Class” are listed among the prizewinners of 1877.  
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‘Premiation’, as the system was described, either ceased or is not recorded after 
the summer exam of 1879.   This coincides with the introduction of the Intermediate 

Board Examinations.  

Some teachers’ names are mentioned: Fr. Pat O’Leary, Fr. Harrington, Fr. White, 
“Fr. O’s class ” , “Mr. Heffernan’s French Class”,  “Mr. Dyer’s English Class”, Mr. 
Crowley, Mr. Dowling, Mr. Eugene O’Sullivan.   In Greek class pupils studied  such 
authors as Homer, Xenophon, Euripides, Plato and Demosthenes;  in Latin, Horace, 
Virgil, Ovid, Caesar, Cicero and  Livy;  in French they  were examined in reading, 
translation, grammar and studied such literaryworks as Telemaque by Racine. 
After the Introduction of the Intermediate Board Examinations Act in 1878 classes ceased 
to be described as  “2nd. Class Latin,” “English Class” “2nd. French Class” and are listed 
in the 1882 Christmas Results under “Senior Grade”, “Middle Grade:” Junior Grade” 
and “Grammar Class”. In 1903 the classes are listed as, Senior Grade,  Middle Grade, 

Junior I,  Junior II  (Chemistry,)  Junior III (Grammar) and Preparatory.  The   
Intermediate Education (Ireland) Act, 1878 introduced a series of written examinations  
that extended over a course of three years and were held in three grades – junior   (at 
age16 years), middle (at age 17 years), and senior (at age 18 years), and   the examination 
papers were divided into pass, honours and optionals. The   subjects were as follows:  
 
Greek,  
Latin,  
English language and literature,  
French,  
German,  
Italian or Celtic language and literature,  
Mathematics,  
Natural Sciences,  
Music or drawing or  
 
‘such other subjects of secular education as the Board may, from time to   time, 
prescribe.’ No student could obtain a pass or be awarded any   exhibition, prize or 
certificate at any examination unless he had passed in   either Greek, Latin, English, or 
two mathematical subjects. A mark of   thirty-five per cent constituted a pass.    

 After 1908 the term  “Grammar Class” ceased to be used.  An undated loose-leaf 
insert from c.1917 lists the Greek and Latin viva voce results of nine students under the 
heading: “Science Boys  (3rd. Year)”  
Written exams were also held, as a June 1879 entry suggests: “Written Examination on 

Slates” and a note at the end of the 1883 Xmas results confirms: “Written examinations 

in all subjects were then held.” The use of slates in Irish schools continued into the 20th, 
century, as is evident from the disapproving report  of an  Intermediate Certificate Board  
inspector  in 1901 ‘they   [slates] are hurtful to the eyesight, while the universal practice 
of spitting   for the purpose of rubbing out is not only offensive but injurious to health.’  
(PRONI Website Inter. Ed. Act 1878 Inspector’s Reports) 

 
At the end of the 1898 book two pages in Fr. Morgan O’Flaherty’s handwriting 

are headed, Christmas (written) Exams, 1900 . This was a sad time for the Seminary, as 
the sudden death of College President, Fr.  Dowling, had occurred on Dec. 9th. 1900, just 
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four days before the Christmas exams.  Fr. O’Flaherty succeeded him as president.  The 
oral exams were held on Dec. 13th. No date is given for the written exams but Fr. 
Dowling’s name is absent from the list of teachers, classes and subjects recorded by Fr. 
O’Flaherty for the purposes of the exam.    

On the staff at that time was Cathaoir O’ Braonain,  ‘The Musical Priest’, a 
fervent nationalist and a leading figure in the Gaelic League in Killarney. However, he is 
listed under his English name, “Fr. Brennan” and Irish is not included in the list of 
subjects for examination.  He taught Senior and Middle Grade French, Senior Euclid and 
Junior and Preparatory English.  Joe O’Connor,  author of Hostage to Fortune and  
another Gaelic League activist,  was also on the staff and taught Middle Grade 
Arithmetic, Junior and Preparatory Algebra and Junior Latin and English.   

Fr. O’Flaherty was a mathematics teacher and entered the timetable for his exams: 
“Snr. Trig. Tues. 1 – 3;  Snr. Alg. Wed. 1-3; Jnr. II Euclid Mon. 1” .  A separate page 

contains a draft of a Senior Euclid exam paper containing 8 questions set by Fr. 

O’Flaherty. 

 The 1898 book provides evidence of the attendance of Protestants at St. Brendan’s. 
Under the heading, Primary Class Catechism, Thomas and Arch. Graham are listed as 

Protestant  and were not examined in the subject.  In 1911 “F. Hilliard” is listed in the 

Preparatory Class.  He was, no doubt,  Frank Hilliard, a member of the prominent 

Killarney  Church of Ireland  family, who went on to become a heart-specialist and local 

historian. Frank Hilliard was a founding-member of the Past-pupils’ Union in 1959        
 
 
 
 
 

 

. 

 

  
 

 

8.   EXPANSION… 
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1876: LARGE ADDITION... 

“New building commenced May 1876...” 

   -  Account book, Diocesan Archives 

PENSION...  The pension bill below is one of three in the College records 
for the same student covering the years 1876-80.  They include charges for 
ink & slates; Vocal Music; French and Latin books; Excursions and a 
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Uniform Cap that looks relatively expensive at 7/6.    

    
 

NEW DORMITORY... 

 “...large sum from Killarney...£25 from the  Earl of Kenmare...£10 each from 

private sources...At Christmas 1876 there was a large increase in the number of students, 

and as dormitory accommodation could be given to 58 boarders only, a portion of the 

Presentation Monastery had to be rented at £60 a year, during time of 

occupancy...During the current Academic year, a large addition containing dormitory 

(58x20x15) has been built . Next September 80 boarders can be received...” 

  - Rev. J. Coffey Letter to Clergy re Diocesan Collection 1877 

 “Large study-hall in House No. 2 ...” 

  72 Uniform caps @ 7/6 

    - College Account Book. 

 The new dormitory and study-hall were probably in the North-South running 
building at the eastern end of the President’s building - the City dormitory upstairs and 
the day-boy’s study-hall on the ground floor.  
  

  

1878: DR. MORIARTY BEQUEST... 
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 “During the academic year a large addition was made to the Seminary 

 buildings, for which the late lamented Bishop  (Bishop Moriarty, d. 1877) gave 

 the munificent subscription of £300.” 

  Rev. J. Coffey, letter to Diocesan Clergy, 1878 

1879: The Intermediate Board...  

Six candidates presented for the first Intermediate Exam, 38 stood in 1880.  This exam, 
established under the Intermediate Education Act 1878, came to be the major state exam 
of the time and grants to schools were based on the performance of the students. Students 
were examined at Junior Grade, Middle Grade and Senior Grade.  As the number of 
students in second-level education increased over the years, the amount that even the best 
of schools could get from this ‘payment by results’ system declined year by year. This 
decline and the financial difficulties arising therefrom is a constant theme in the annual 
Seminary Collection letters to the clergy. 
 

MIDDLE CLASSES...  

 “Candidates for the priesthood in this diocese are taken from the middle-classes. 

The pension necessary for the support of a student is at least £30 for the academic year. 

Other incidental expenses cannot be less than £15 more. Now, how few of our farmers 

and shopkeepers in small towns can afford to pay £45 a year for one child during a long 

course in our Seminary?” 

   Bishop Daniel McCarthy,  Letter to Diocesan Clergy 1879.  

 

 
 
CRICKET…. 

“ I am happy to say this manly sport is rapidly spreading through Ireland.” 

 Rev. Dean Graves : ‘Competitive Examination and Physical Development’ 1861 

  
A mention of  a students’ cricket club is the first mention of organised games in the 
Seminary records.  Cricket matches seem to have been used by Canon Coffey for 
fundraising in addition to subscriptions solicited by letter, card collections and raffles - 
  “March 18  Cricket:   £2 

     March 21  Junior Club:   10/-   Extern Club:  10/-” 

 ‘Extern’   was the term used for day students at that time. 
 In the following years up to the academic year 1883-4 records of subscriptions  by 
the Seminary to “The Students’  Cricket Clubs” , junior and senior,  and to  “Lawn 
Tennis”  are recorded in the accounts. There is no mention of football, hurling or rugby.  
 In the early years of St. Flannan’s Diocesan College, Ennis (founded 1865) cricket was 
the game most successfully played by the students. ( St. Flannan’s Website) In All 
Hallows College cricket and handball were the the popular sports  until 1892 when 
hurling and football were introduced.   
 The Cricket Field by the Flesk Bridge was probably the location for the fund-raising 
cricket matches.   The Killarney Athletic and Cricket Club sports were held at Ross Road, 
Killarney on Sept. 4th. 1888.  E.M.Bernard, Dr. Crokes’ captain, won the contest for 
hitting a cricket ball the farthest.  (‘Dr. Crokes’ Gaelic Century’). The cricket field was 
leased from Lord Kenmare and the game was probably encouraged by the local gentry.  
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The souring of relations between landlord and tenant in the troubled 1880’s and the rise 
of the GAA (- and, no doubt, Killarney’s high rainfall) led to the decline of the game.  
The cricket field was the venue for cycling, cricket, rugby, hockey, football, hurling and 
for Conradh na Gaeilge Feiseanna.    
 After 1884 the Cricket Field came to be leased by the newly-founded Dr. Crokes club 
and was the location for GAA matches at all levels up to inter-county. 
 The growth of the GAA saw cricket give way to football and hurling in the Seminary. 
 
ACADEMIC SUCCESS...             

                                                  ...For several years its students  

have won an academical success unprecedented in the annals of Maynooth  

 College...On the 1st.of November 1879 there were 104 students from the school 

pursuing the higher ecclesiastical studies in various colleges: in Maynooth; in the 

 Irish College Paris; In All Hallows; Rome, Salamanca, Louvain, Namur, 

 Bastoigne, some in England and some in America.” 

  John Canon Coffey, Letter to Clergy 1880 

  

DEAN MAWE:    
By 1878 relations between the Dean Mawe and  President  Coffey seemed to be on a 
more cordial basis  as is evidenced by  a visit made to the Seminary by the Dean and the 
very complimentary letter (College Records) to Fr. Coffey that followed it.   
 The letter spoke of the Seminary’s  
 “...high degree of efficiency...never heard better answering in my life...reflects the 
 highest credit on...yourself, to whom was wisely entrusted the working of the 

infant  seminary...” The letter concludes on a note of high enthusiasm: 
  “The number of premiums and distinctions carried off by Kerry students 

in Maynooth in the last few years reminds me of a saying in Trinity College a half a 

century ago. It was then “Kerry against Ireland” in old Trinity; now it is Kerry against 
Ireland in the class-halls of Maynooth College.” 

  (In 1824 Alexander Nimmo, engineer in charge of the building of the road from 
Killarney to Bantry, the Prince of Wales Route, in evidence to a government inquiry into 
disturbances in Ireland stated: “I believe that there are more students in Trinity College 

from Kerry than from any other county in Ireland – I have had several  people working 

on the roads who had children in the College of Dublin.”) 
 Fr. Coffey forwarded a copy of  Dean Mawe’s  letter  to the  clergy along with the 
annual  collection reminder.           
 An entry in the Irish Catholic Church Directory 1876 lists Revds. Denis 
 O’Riordan, Malachy Scannell and David O’Leary as staff members in that year. 
Revd. John Coffey was President. St. Brendan’s -  lay staff were not listed in the 
Directory until 1883. 
 

1880: HORRORS OF FAMINE... 

 “The annual collection...had to be put off last spring on account of the dire 
distress which then prevailed throughout the diocese.  While suffering all but the horrors 

of  famine, and living on the alms of generous friends in every part of the world...Unable 
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to provide food or raiment for his little ones, how could the father of a family be expected 

to give even a few pence for the support of our Seminary...These considerations induced.) 

the President of St. Brendan’s not to make an appeal during the spring...But heavy debt  
incurred in the last academic year  must be  now paid off as soon as possible.” 

  Bishop McCarthy Letter to Clergy 1880 

  A collection was made in August. Average collections 1880 -1883 were 
down on previous years, falling below the £400 mark, reflecting the difficult times, but 
increased  again in 1884.  

In such difficult times many able students could not afford to attend a classical 
school or the new diocesan college. Such seems to have been  the case of  Rathmore-
born, an tAthair O’Duinnin, the great lexicographer.   Having been a monitor for three 
years in the school of his relative , an Maistir O’Donnchadha (“Mick the Master’) at 
Meentogues,  he began the study of Latin  in Rathmore Presbytery with  Fr. Con 
O’Sullivan, a chaplin in the parish noted for his classical learning and his willingness to 
teach the classics to poor students who aspired to the priesthood.  By 1880  O’Duinnin 
had sufficient Latin to be accepted into the Jesuits at the age of twenty.  (‘An 
Duinnineach’ - O’Cheileachair agus O’Conluain,  Sairseal & Dill, 1958) 
 O’Duinnin’s brother, Joseph, was thirteen years younger and when his time came 
the family’s fortunes had improved sufficiently to enable him able to attend St. 
Brendan’s.  His experience of the Seminary seems to have been a happy one, as is evident 
from some verses he wrote in praise of his alma mater: 
   
  Hail, peerless site of erudition! Hail! 

  Where first my genius spread her airy sail; 

  Where first the gems of poesy learned to blow, 

  And rushing stanzas to unbidden flow. 

       (ibid) 

  
  
 NAUGHTEN PROPERTY... 

 “From June 1879 up to the present date only  £50 has been received from the  

tenants on the Seminary property in the County Cork...” 

 ...LAND WAR... 
 During the decade 1880-1890, the Land Question gave rise to a series of bitter 
struggles culminating in the Plan of Campaign in 1888. Tenants were murdered, bailiffs 
were shot at and many resigned, in November 1884 Sam Hussey's house at Edenburn was 
dynamited and at one point 22 RIC men kept a round-the-clock guard over Killarney 
House.  Hussey was considered too provocative and was replaced by his assistant in the 
Killarney Estate Office, Maurice Leonard, at the end of 1885.   
  There was an inevitable reduction of rental income as a result of Land Court 
decisions in fixing Judicial Rents from 1888 onwards.   All these difficulties caused the 
Earl of Kenmare to consider selling to the tenants.  

As a landlord in the public interest the Seminary was not immune to the 
difficulties of the times.  In his letter to the clergy of 1886 Dr Higgins referred to the 
income from the Naughten property as  “...very greatly reduced. This we are far from 
regretting in the circumstances...In former years the rent was quite sufficient to pay the 
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annual interest of the debt owed by the Seminary. Now it barely covers a fourth part of 

it.” 

   In 1885 Dr. Higgins wrote:  “Carrying out an offer long since 
made, the Trustees have come to friendly arrangements about the rent with the tenants.  

The result is a loss to the Seminary of  £140 to £150 a-year; if, indeed, we may call that a 

loss which is but a reasonable compliance with the claims of justice, humanity and ‘of 
peace among men’  ”       

  In 1887: “...the value of the Naughten property is now so inconsiderable 
that we now have to depend largely on the generosity of the people...”  
 By 1900 Bishop Coffey was writing:  “...in those day...the rents were paid.  For 
several years there has been no receipt in this way.”  
  

 

1881: PARISHES BENEFIT... 

 “There is not one parish that has not gained more than it has lost through the 

Seminary. The very Rev. President having made it a rule to reduce the pension for each 

student in proportion to the sum collected in his native parish.” 

  Bishop McCarthy, Letter to Clergy 1881  

 The full text of the Bishop’s letter was published in The Kerry  

Sentinel on March 25th. 1881 and repeated on the two succeeding weeks.  
 
  

SEMINARY COLLECTION, KILLARNEY: 

 “Dr. McDonagh: £1; Mr. J.Graham: 10s.; Mr. C.Meagher: 10s.; Mr. Ml. 

O’Sullivan (butter) 10s.; The Bishop: £1; Revd. Ml. McCarthy £1 ...”  
 

 

 

1882: HARD TIMES... 

 “ The hard times pressing upon parents has kept many youths away from the 

Seminary. The smaller number in residence makes the average cost of support 

greater...We have an ample supply of young men for our Diocese” 

  The timers were indeed difficult  

 DEPARTURE... 

 Fr. Coffey left St. Brendan’s to become Parish Priest of Tralee. He was replaced 

by “...the aristocratic Fr.  David  O’Leary...”  (Joe O’Connor’s description in “Hostage 

to Fortune”) 
  

The record of subscribers during Fr. Coffey’s fundraising campaigns shows that his net 
was cast wide and among the lists  we find names familiar and unfamiliar: Lord 

Kenmare,  The Duke of Norfolk;  Dr. Ivo O’Sullivan;  Seeley, slater;  Horan, painter; 
Sullivan, painter ; Miss Coffey, tailor ; Mr. T.T.O’Connor ; Mrs. Bland;  Mr. Justice 
(discount on bread);  Meagher’s man;  Sir Charles Douglas;  Miss Hegarty; Timothy 
Trant; Mr. Hilliard; Mrs. Twomey;  Miss Broderick, Paris;  Mr. Murphy, America.  Rev.  

Dr. McCarthy, Vice -President, Maynooth.   
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From the assets of the late Bishop Moriarty he received  £100, among the many 
diocesan clergy who contributed we find Fr. J. Beaumont and Fr. Arthur Murphy, whose 
names were in the opening page of the  first College register in 1860. They were recorded 
as having been ordained priest in the Irish College, Rome and Maynooth College, 
respectively. Fr. Beaumont died in 1875 and is buried in the vault by the south wall of the 
Cathedral. 

 
 The unrest  and anger was not just a symptom of the agrarian troubles of the time 

but a genuine expression of affection for Fr. Murphy, a courageous, independent-minded 
curate, who,  according to the Kerry Sentinel, “… seeing the condition of the old chapel… 
. went into foreign lands to beg among their kindred for the means of erecting a church 

…in two years he travelled all around the globe and returned with some thousands”.  In a 
letter to Canon Coffey in the College records, dated Feb.14th. 1878,  a distressed 
Castleisland-area  tenant farmer, who had just been through a very heavy law-suit in the 
Court of Chancery because “…an unfortunate man got into my farm…”  seeks extra time 
to pay the pension of his brother, “…an orphan depending on me…”  because, he informs 
the President,   “I am on my way to Australia to obtain Fr. Murphy’s affidavit which will 
make known the mystery and obtain a decree for me…”   So, by this date Fr. Murphy’s 
fundraising quest had taken to Australia. 

The writer goes on to describe Fr. Murphy as ‘One of the first Sinn Feiners in 

Ireland. No sooner had Griffith promulgated his policy to an unsympathic public than Fr. 

Murphy saw its value, grasped its principles and…became its exponent.”   He states that 
Fr. Murphy worked hard for the revival of Irish, promoted Irish music and song and often 
preached in Irish – “His language was Irish,  his politics were Irish, his clothes and 

possessions were Irish and his great big heart and understanding mind were Irish.”   
 

  Sam, Hussey and Bishop McCarthy: 

In his utterances, as in his actions, Hussey was unsparing and in his memoirs 
blamed Bishop  McCarthy  for widespread clerical support for the Land League.   The 
following diatribe was his epitaph on the scholarly bishop:    -  

“... MacCarthy was a bookworm from Maynooth, who played the deuce with the 
diocese, allowing all the priests to run wild, and by his laxity becoming criminally 

responsible for much of the terrible condition of Kerry. Higgins was the nominee of a 

friend of Moriarty, and he worked hard to suppress out-rages, by which course he 

certainly did not add to his popularity among his flock. In his upright and courageous 

conduct he has been worthily emulated by his successor, Coffey, whose demise occurred 

only in the present year.”  
  

FREE PLACES... 

 “It is a significant fact that three of our students in Maynooth are holding free 
places belonging to other dioceses...a determination on behalf of the bishops...to 

maintain their own seminaries at any cost...” 

 - Bishop Higgins, letter to clergy. 

Canon O’Leary Letters: 
The Enright  Letters:   
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 A series of 18 hand-written letters, written by Mr. P. Enright, from a number of 

different Limerick City addresses between April 1883 and  October 1894,  16 of which 

acknowledge receipt of £16 – 10s  half-year’s interest on a loan of £500  @ 5%  annual 
interest. advanced by a Mr. P.Enright  to, in his own words,  “...the Diocesan College...”.  
A loan which, he stated, “ ...is never to be called in..and I have reason for wishing ( not 

necessary to explain) the business to remain for all time a secret.”  A letter of 1887 
reminds Canon O’Leary that “ If I had given the £500 to the government on the condition 

it must be given to the Seminary, I would get ten per cent instead of five per cent – I 

mention this to console and reconcile you to the heavy drag.” 

 Two letters  relate to donations to non-educational religious causes that Mr. 

Enright was interested in supporting.   

Extensive refurbishment of  what is now the main front of the college was carried 

out by Canon O’Leary  c.1892.  No doubt the money was put towards this purpose. A 
brief  note in the college records on the history of the Seminary  in the late 1800’s 
suggests that  Canon O’ Leary may have  helped to  finance the project.  This may have 

been in the form of repayment of the Enright loan from his own personal funds.   

 Mr. Enright  was a medical officer in a Militia regiment and in a letter of 1883, he 

complained that “... without any retiring allowance  after 32 years service to an 

ungrateful country...I have been  cast adrift on a dreary world without house or home ...”  
His complaints have at times a light-hearted self-deprecating note as can be seen in a 

letter of  May 1884  when, despite his retirement, he found himself back in service for 

“The annual training of the Royal Limerick County Militia ( Scamps) is going on, the 

work is very hard on an old worn-out featherbed campaigner no longer fit for service.”  
In May of ’85 he was back in training again: “...Mangerton on my back ...the worry, 

anxiety and trouble of  800 Militia men during the annual training.”  
 A few letters reflect in a light-hearted manner the troubled political circumstances of the 

times –  he hoped that the Canon would not be Boycotted by the Land League for the 

promptitude of his payment  “...should they hear of it.” .  The difficult circumstances of 

Canon Coffey’s appointment as Bishop of Kerry are referred to in a letter of April 1890: 
“I congratulate you and my native county on the peace and quietude that prevails there 

since Bishop Coffey’s Consecration. I had nothing but pity for him when I heard he was 
elected. You were more hopeful, you wrote to me to say  “...he knew the people and their 
wants.”   The same letter concludes with a reminder of the force of the “Devotional 
Revolution” that had taken hold in Ireland in the late 19th.century: “ ...Retreat for the 

Confraternity of ther Holy Fami;ly closed at the Redemptorist Church on Sunday night – 

5500 men received Holy Communion and attended regularly night and morning...”.  
  Between 1883 and 1894 the letters  are sent  from four different addresses a fact 

that gave rise to some black  humour: “...cheer up, it is prayers not money you will be 

sending to my next address (Mount St. Lawrence Cemetery)...” (Oct. 1888)  and : “I 

hope... you will never join the Plan of Campaign against me, I would die to oblige you, 

but I am not ready...”  (April 1890)  
A letter of Oct. 1890 touches on the renovation work that Canon O’Leary was 

engaged in “ I am delighted to hear of the good work at the Seminary – you are engaged 

in a great good work, no doubt full of anxiety and difficulties...”    The letter closes on a  

per aspera ad astra note: “Tho’ cast adrift, health and hearing greatly impaired and with 

an empty exchequer, I never felt so rich and happy.” 
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The O’Donovan Letters: 
A series of 4 letters relating to a bequest to the Seminary by a Mrs. O’Donovan. 
 

The Kiskeam Letters:    

 A series of  9 letters from the period 1883 –1889 relating to mortgage payments 

and other legal/financial matters relating to the Naughten lands. As result of the Land 

Purchase Acts the lands had passed from the trustees of the Seminary to the occupiers 

under a mortgage scheme.  

 

1884:   GAA… 

 Archbishop Croke, a past President of St. Colman’s College, Fermoy, accepted the 
role of patron of the newly founded Gaelic Athletic Association  and in his letter of 
acceptance urged colleges to promote Gaelic sports:   
 “In conclusion, I earnestly hope that our national journals   will not disdain, in 

future, to give suitable notices of those Irish sports and pastimes which your society 

means to patronise and promote, and that the masters and pupils of our Irish colleges 

will not henceforth exclude from their athletic programmes such manly exercises as I 

have just referred to and commemorated.—I    remain, my dear sir, your very faithful 

servant,  

 

T. W. Croke, Archbishop of Cashel 

  
1886: DEPRESSION... 

“Owing to the prevalent depression few fathers of families are able to pay the ordinary 

pension, moderate though it is... 

1890: FIRST RECORDED GAELIC FOOTBALL MATCH 

 On March 22nd. 1890 the  Kerry Sentinel  carried a report on a  football match 
between a St. Brendan’s Seminary team and a Dr.Crokes team under the headline: 
          
       FOOTBALL 

 St. Brendan’s Seminary V. Dr. Crokes 

  (Killarney GAA)  2nd. XXI 

 The report stated that  “…The return match  between these two junior teams 

took place in the Killarney ground last Sunday…”   Crokes held sway for most of  the 
match but a Sem goal brought the  game to an exciting conclusion. The final score was  
St. Brendan’s 1goal  1 point;  Dr. Crokes:  5points.  

  
1893: CONSIDERABLE AND COSTLY ADDITIONS... 

 “...within the past two years considerable and costly additions have been made to 

the Diocesan Seminary. The increased number of students, as well as...the requirements 

of progressive education, urged us to undertake a very large building, and changes to the 

 existing one...the additional building...has now made this figure (i.e. the Seminary 
debt) £300.” 

  In Archdeacon O’Leary’s 1934 letter to Fr. Reidy (College Records) he 
states: “When Dr. Coffey came to live in Killarney in 1890 he had £2,000 as executor  of 

Dr. Higgins, and at my suggestion he decided to spend it on the extension and 
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improvement of the Seminary.  John Healy was the contractor and at Dr. Coffey’s request 
I paid a few cheques...the whole work must have cost £6,000 or £7,000 ...it is just 

possible that he may have expended his own money in payment of the balance due on the 

new buildings.”  
The Canon Coffey and Canon O’Leary Letters: 
  Two  small   bundles of letters of letters, one series addressed to Canon Coffey , 

the other addressed to Canon O’Leary are extant in the college records.  
  

Canon O’Leary Letters: 

The Enright  Letters:   

 A series of 18 hand-written letters, written by Mr. P. Enright, from a number of 

different Limerick City addresses between April 1883 and  October 1894.  Sixteen of  the 

letters  acknowledge receipt of £16 – 10s  half-year’s interest on a loan of £500  @ 5%  

annual interest. advanced by a Mr. P.Enright  to  “...the Diocesan College...”.  A loan 

which, he stated, “ ...is never to be called in..and I have reason for wishing ( not 

necessary to explain) the business to remain for all time a secret.”  A letter of 1887 
reminds Canon O’Leary that “ If I had given the £500 to the government on the condition 

it must be given to the Seminary, I would get ten per cent instead of five per cent – I 

mention this to console and reconcile you to the heavy drag.” 

 Two letters  are concerned with donations to non-educational religious causes 

that Mr. Enright was interested in supporting.   

Extensive refurbishment of  what is now the main front of the college was carried 

out by Canon O’Leary  c.1891-92.  No doubt the money was put towards this purpose. A 

brief  note in the college records on the history of the Seminary  in the late 1800’s 
suggests that  Canon O’ Leary may have  helped to  finance the project.  This may have 
been in the form of repayment of the Enright loan from his own personal funds.   

 Mr. Enright  was a medical officer in a Militia regiment and in a letter of 1883, he 

complained that “... without any retiring allowance  after 32 years service to an 

ungrateful country...I have been  cast adrift on a dreary world without house or home ...”  
His complaints have at times a light-hearted self-deprecating note,  as can be seen in a 

letter of  May 1884  when, despite his retirement, he found himself back in service: “The 

annual training of the Royal Limerick County Militia ( Scamps) is going on, the work is 

very hard on an old worn-out featherbed campaigner no longer fit for service.”  In May 

of ’85 he was back in training again: “...Mangerton on my back ...the worry, anxiety and 

trouble of  800 Militia men during the annual training.”  
 A few letters reflect in a light-hearted manner the troubled political circumstances of the 

times –  he hoped that the Canon would not be Boycotted by the Land League for the 

promptitude of his payment  “...should they hear of it.” .  The difficult circumstances of 

Canon Coffey’s appointment as Bishop of Kerry are referred to in a letter of April 1890: 
“I congratulate you and my native county on the peace and quietude that prevails there 

since Bishop Coffey’s Consecration. I had nothing but pity for him when I heard he was 

elected. You were more hopeful, you wrote to me to say  “...he knew the people and their 
wants.”   The same letter concludes with a reminder of the force of the “Devotional 
Revolution” that had taken hold in Ireland in the late 19th.century: “ ...Retreat for the 

Confraternity of ther Holy Fami;ly closed at the Redemptorist Church on Sunday night – 

5500 men received Holy Communion and attended regularly night and morning...”.  
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  Between 1883 and 1894 the letters  are sent  from four different addresses a fact 

that gave rise to some black  humour: “...cheer up, it is prayers not money you will be 

sending to my next address (Mount St. Lawrence Cemetery)...” (Oct. 1888)  and : “I 

hope... you will never join the Plan of Campaign against me, I would die to oblige you, 

but I am not ready...”  (April 1890)  
A letter of Oct. 1890 touches on the renovation work that Canon O’Leary was 

engaged in “ I am delighted to hear of the good work at the Seminary – you are engaged 

in a great good work, no doubt full of anxiety and difficulties...”    The letter closes on a  

per aspera ad astra note: “Tho’ cast adrift, health and hearing greatly impaired and with 
an empty exchequer, I never felt so rich and happy.” 

The O’Donovan Letters: 
A series of 4 letters relating to a bequest to the Seminary by a Mrs. O’Donovan. 
 

The Kiskeam Letters:    

 A series of  9 letters from the period 1883 –1889 relating to mortgage payments 

and other legal/financial matters relating to the Naughten lands. As result of the Land 

Purchase Acts the lands had passed from the trustees of the Seminary to the occupiers 

under a mortgage scheme.   
 
 An 1896 Ordnance Survey map of Killarney shows the Bishop’s Palace with the 
Coffey Tower annexe . (The east-west facing building at the north end of the present-day 
Bishop’s House was added in 1914.)  The main school building is in the form of a hollow 
rectangle with a narrower cloister-yard than at present.  There are projections into the 
northern corners of the cloister.  The refectory wing was subsequently extended and  the 
building of the major Brosnan extension in 1934-5 saw the demolition of the northern 
side of the building to make way for new kitchens, sleeping accommodation and an 
extension of the refectory. 
 

1897:  Irish Teaching... 

 An tAthair  Criostoir O  hEilidhe (Fr. C. Hillee) was born in Lerrig in the parish 
of Killmoyley 1881. Gaeilgeoir, writer and nationalist, he attended St. Brendan’s and  
took Greek, Latin, English, French and Mathematics in  the  Intermediate Board Exams  
1897-99. He did not take Irish.   
Writing on  an tAth. O’ hEilidhe in the JKAHS 1975, Padraig de Brun referred to the 
teaching of Irish in the Seminary:  
“Mac leinn fanach on gcolaiste sin a thogadh an Gaeilge san am ud agus ni soleir go 

ndeinti i a mhuineadh go rialta ann go dti gur thosnaig Seosaimh O Conchubhair  uirthi 

uair eigin tar eis e do teacht ann i Mean Fomhair 1898” 

 In a footnote An tUas de Brun added: 

 “An beagan daoine o Cholaiste Bhreanainn a thog ‘Celtic’ sna 

blianta a bhi an tAth. O’hEilidhe ann, is cosuil go raibh a  bfhormhor os cionn na haoise 
sna gradanna fe leith, Comh fada siar le 1880, afach, bhi beirt o Cholaiste Bhreanainn i 

measc na machleinn a raibh an Gaeilge mar abhar acu i ngrad an sinsear de na 

scrudaithe idirmheanacha.”  
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 An tUas de Brun went on to say of  an tAth. O’hEilidhe: “Bhi se i dTra Li sna 
blianta 1916-21 agus e an-gniomhach sa gluaiseacht naisiunta ann, mar is leir on meid 

seo adurthas ina thaobh aimsir a bhas:  

 “ Tralee people, by whom Fr. Hillee stood so heroically during the Black-and-

Tan reign of terror, did not forget him in death.  He stood against tyranny, no matter 

whence it sprung...” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

9.  20TH.   CENTURY… 
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1901:      

 “At Christmas last year there was introduced a Matriculation class in 

 connection with the Royal University and nineteen students presented themselves 

for examination in the following June...”   
The Royal University was an examining body with the power to confer degrees. It 

was established in 1879 to confer degrees on the graduates of the Queen’s Colleges and 
the Catholic University.  
 The poet, Gerard Manley Hopkins was a Fellow  of the RUI and  its examiner in 
Classics.  Wearying of his task, he complained bitterly of the burden :     “It is 
killing work to examine a nation !”   (An Duinnineach - O Ceilleachair & O Chonluain, 
sairseal & Dill  1958 . p88 
   The RUI replaced the Queen’s University and was itself replaced by the National 
University in 1908. 
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A list of business contributors in 1902 has an ‘eheu fugaces!’  feel about it for 

Killarney  people of a certain age : T. J. Lyne;  J. Reidy;   J. Curran;  M. Moriarty; T.T. 
O’Connor; J. Sewell; C. Meagher.  
  
Science Teaching Begins... 

 “ This year the seminary placed itself in connection with the Technical Instruction 

Department.   It had to pay a large sum for the purchase of scientific apparatus and one 

of the halls had to be set aside for the necessary instruction in science....” 

 An Examinations Records Book lists a “Chemistry” class among the results of the 
Xmas Examinations 1903. A prospectus of 1926 has a photo of a science lab which was 
demolished to make way for the Brosnan extension in 1934. 
1902:  In a Radio Kerry “Terrace Talk” website article Michael O’Ruairc outlined the 
history of Kerry colleges football.  He traced the beginnings back to 1902 when the Cork 
County Board presented a pair of shields for competition in hurling and football in 
secondary schools  and colleges.  
1903: “Of this sum, (i.e. the amount collected from the parishes) £770 - 10s, or 

equivalent of over 25 free places, was given to lessen the pensions of students...the 

remaining £198 - 2s  was kept to help in paying interest...”   
1906:   “...owing to the neglect, if not the refusal, of parents to meet these engagements 

(i.e. pay fees due) , the authorities have been obliged to remove some students from the 

Seminary during the past year.” 

1907: Academic Success…    

 “...two years ago...we said that reductions in pensions...would be given only as a 

reward of merit. From this we expected that...a more intelligent class of boys would be 

drawn from the diocese....last year the students of the Seminary secured the largest 

number of first class distinctions ever gained by it in any year since the  institution of the 

Intermediate Examinations. It is now in the very first rank amongst the Diocesan 

Seminaries of Ireland.” 

    - Bishop Mangan, Letter to Clergy 
 A conference of Munster schools was held in mallow to set up a provincial  
championship in hurling and football. Canon Brosnan, President of St. Brendan’s,  
attended but the other Kerry schools were not represented.  He entered teams in both 
senior hurling and football.  
1908 :    Dingle object to a Dr. Crokes team because they fielded two Seminary students. 

Obj. received no hearing.(Crokes hist.) 

 In the schools league the Monastery team beat Dingle. 
      
1909:  In this year £1089 was the amount of the diocesan collection and the value 
of reduced pensions (i.e. students’  fees reduced) was £913.  
  The College was able to announce that it had been possible to 
“...substantially reduce the debt.”  and there was good news for parents of future priests : 
“We are happy also to be able to inform you that in future we shall be in a position to 
give full free places to our students entering Maynooth and the Irish College in Paris.” 
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1910: Dingle CBS, Tralee CBS and  Presentation Monastery, Killarney set up a schools 
league. The games were played on Saturdays but because of the small number of schools 
involved the league was not a success. Dingle won the first competition. 
1911: Luncheon  and Hot water Pipes...  

 

   “After forty years existence it was found necessary to refurnish the institution to 

a large extent. A very commodious and airy hall has been erected in the grounds in which 

the students can take exercise in wet weather; for some years past the students have been 

provided with an additional meal in the form of a luncheon; and last year Hot Water 

Pipes were introduced at a cost of £300. The beneficial effects of the Hot water System 

are felt in the more extensive and uniform heating and the consequent increased dryness 

of the study halls and dormitories...  Owing to circumstances beyond  our control the 

gaining of Exhibitions has been for for some time past made extremely difficult... This 

year the number of boys attending the Seminary is a record one... 

 

 

1912: Earliest team photo: 

 The photo below is the oldest extant photo of a Seminary football team. The 
inscription on the reverse side and the very useful practice of writing the year on the ball 
confirm the date. Michael Allman was… 
 

   
 

 
 

 

 

Reverse side of 1912  photo 
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1913:  Canon Brosnan , President of the Seminary died. He was also Chairman of Co. 
Board of the GAA .   
1914: A CONSIDERABLE ADDITION... 

 “During the past year, to meet pressing wants, a considerable addition has been 
made to the Seminary buildings, consisting of an oratory, rooms for the Professors and  

an additional dormitory for the students. These will be ready for use during the coming 

year.”  
 This building was an east-west addition to the  1870 Coffey ‘Tower’ annexe to the  
Palace. There is in the college records a copy of letter in Latin briefly outlining the 
location and construction of the new oratory  and seeking official approval from Rome 
for its use as a place of worship. 
 

1914 Chapel:  

 
 

 

It was used by the students until the opening of the new chapel in 1955. It  functioned 

as  the Diocesan Library from  the late 1950’s to the 1990’s and is now part of 

Bishop’s House.  

 

 

 

 

 

             

Stained glass windows... 
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 In 1914 a set of four stained-glass  panels titled ‘The Legend  of St. Brendan’  was 
made in Sarah Purser’s  ‘An Tur Gloine” studio for the chapel. They were transferred to 
the new chapel in the mid 1950’s  and were examined by Dr. Michael Wynne of the 
National College of Art and Design  in the 1960’s.   He attributed the panels to Ethel 
Rhind, who was one of the principal artists in Sarah Purser’s studio.   She was born in 
Bengal in  c.1879  and educated in Derry and The Metropolitan School of Art, Dublin.  
She joined An Tur Gloine in 1908  and produced very fine mosaic work in the Celtic 
Revivalist idiom.   She died in 1952.  
  In  The Gazeteer of Irish stained Glass, publ.  1988 the panels are  titled  The 

Legend of St. Brendan 1  and  The  Legend  of St. Brendan 2.  When the new oratory was 
built in 1955 the panels were installed in the west-facing sanctuary window and a fifth 
panel, (extreme left below) made by Earley Studios, was added.   
  An Tur Gloine was founded in 1904 by the playwright and co-founder of The 
Abbey Theatre, Edward Martyn and Sarah Purser.  At this time much  stained glass  was 
imported from German factories  and the Tur Gloine founders aimed to provide high 
quality stained glass made by Irish artists.  Among those who worked there until its 
closure in 1944 were Evie Hone, Michael Healy, Catherine O’Brien, Wilhelmina Geddes 
and Ethel Rhind. 
      

    
 

 

 

 

Junior Hurling Team c. 1915 

Some students in photo are also in photo  below. 
 



 95 

                       
 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

Senior  Football Team 1915-16 
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1915:   An account book kept during the war years  1915-1918 gives us a  few snapshots 
of the college in those difficult times. 
 Gas bills paid to the Killarney Gas Company located until the  1960’s in the 
nearby                     
St. Mary’s Terrace,  indicate the layout of the school at the time : The Cottage;  Kitchen; 
New House;  Palace Wing;  New Wing;  Palace Dorm;  Recreation Hall;  Auditorium 
  

 

 

WORLD WAR... 

 “This dreadful war has necessitated greatly increased expenditure....”- 

 

College account book records that two footballs were bought for students for £1 - 10/- 

Account book entry: 

“Nov. 17th. 1915: Three lessons in physical drill  (Too much) : A. d’Egville  15/- 
Bar 

1916: GREAT ANXIETY.... 

 “We are passing through times of great anxiety...the President of the Seminary 
has an exceedingly large household to provide for...they now number 120...bills for food 

and fuel...very largely increased... 

Gas Bill for: Cottage, Kitchen, Auditorium, New Wing, Palace dormitory, Recreation 

Hall. 

 

 

War Tragedy: 

   

FR. DONAL (DF) O’SULLIVAN... 
 “...three zealous young priests of the diocese - Father O’Sullivan, a member of 
the staff of the Seminary, and Fr. Breen and Fr. Gallivan, who made their preparatory 

studies at St. Brendan’s , are now at the Front, ministering to the spiritual wants of our 
Catholic fellow-countrymen who are engaged in this dreadful  war.” 

   

Fr. Donal O’Sullivan was a member of the DF O’Sullivan family in Killarney and was  a 
junior dean in the Seminary. He had been on the staff for just one year when he answered 
the Bishop’s call for priests to volunteer to minister to Irish troops fighting on the 
Western Front in World War 1. He was killed at the first battle of the Somme on July 5th. 
1916 while he was  ministering to a wounded soldier at Bouzincourt near Amiens. 
 His fellow priests erected a commemorative plaque to his memory in the old College 
chapel.  It can be seen along with a photo of Fr. O’Sullivan in the vestibule of the present 
college chapel.  
 A diary kept by Fr. O’Sullivan, now in the possession of his nephew, Billy  D.F. 
O’Sullivan, records some of his impressions of those last sad days. 
 On Feb. 27th. 1916 Fr. O’Sullivan left Killarney for Dublin.   He traveled via 
London and when he reached France he spent some time in Boulogne ministering to the 
wounded in field hospitals and preparing for his move to the front.  He records  giving a 
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gift of sweets  from  Fr. Patrick Marshall, President of the Seminary to the Worcester and 
Lancs. and  rosary beads and prayer books from Lady O’Connell to soldiers at the front. 
 On Friday, April 29th he recorded news from home.: 
  “ There was a rising in Dublin last Monday. Casement captured.  . Should be 

sent to the front next week.” 

 By mid May he was at the front -  
 “ Bombardments and mines. Going up to the dugout.. shrapnel...”    
 Entries are brief but convey a powerful sense of the suffering and the courage of 
the men and the nightmare  of trench warfare  - a far cry from  the class-halls of St. 
Brendan’s which he had left only some weeks before.  Fr. O’Sullivan’s  admiration  and 
compassion   for the dead and the wounded  soldiers is clearly evident: 
  “ Big gas attack last night...anointed the badly wounded.  Poor Howard dead. 

...Went to see Taylor. he has lost both feet.  Heroic stand by men in crater - had a heavy 

cost...Poor Taylor dead.  McGuinness? ” 

 The confusion and uncertainty of life at the front in the early summer of 1916  is 
well conveyed in several entries:  
 “ On the line last night with the Cheshires.  Sudden news - not going in...Moved 

through the camps visiting the sick and wounded.  Ended up in Gouzeaucourt....  Slept on 

the floor in the Cure’s house.  Motor traffic, cavalry - are we on the move?”  
 On June 19th. during  a period of relative calm   the Seminary priest  and teacher   
records :  
  “ Major Campbell gave a lecture last night on the skills of bayonet fighting.”  

  

 By Sunday, July 10th.  fighting had intensified and the carnage brought  an 
exclamation of grief  and compassion from Fr. O’Sullivan: 
 “   Masses along the front. German prisoners taken. Wounded, wounded,  

wounded! Heavy Casualties.” 

 His last entry was on July 4th.: 
 “32nd division badly done in, also 75th brigade. In advanced position. 7th 

brigade not going in. Push seemingly over.” 

 On Wednesday July 7th.  there was a further push by British forces and casualties 
were heavy. Fr. O’Sullivan was ministering to a wounded  British soldier when a shell 
exploded and he was killed instantly.  The wounded soldier survived the explosion and 
some years after the war visited Fr. O’Sullivan’s mother in Killarney. He had made the 
journey expressly to fufil a debt of gratitude, as  he believed the her son had protected 
him from  the effects of the explosion and so saved his life. 
 Fr. Breen and Fr. Gallivan survived the war.  
 Fr. O’Sullivan was buried in the cemetary at nearby Bouzincourt among the 
soldiers whom he had tried bravely to  comfort and console in their last days and 
moments. 
 
 

 

 

Details 
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Bouzincourt is a village and commune in the Department of the Somme, 2 miles North-
West of Albert on the road to Doullens. Amiens lies 25k. to the south, and  Arras is 40K. 
to the North. The Communal Cemetery is at the North-West corner of the village, and 
behind it is the extension. 
Bouzincourt was used as a Field Ambulance station from early in 1916 to February 1917, 
when the British line went forward from the River  Ancre.  
     

 
Casu alty Details 
Name: O'SULLIVAN, THE REV. DONAL VINCENT 

Rank: Chaplain 4th Class 

Regiment: Army Chaplains' Dept. 

Age: 26 

Date of Death: 05/07/1916 

Additional information: Son of Hannah O'Sullivan, of 6, High St., Killarney, and 

the late D. F. O'Sullivan.  

Casualty Type: Commonwealth War Dead 
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Grave/Memorial Reference Right of entrance to the Extension 

Cemetery: BOUZINCOURT COMMUNAL CEMETERY   
  
 In the year 2000  St. Brendan’s oldest surviving past-pupil at that time, the late  Michael 
Scanlan of Currow,  then in his hundreth year, recalled  Fr. O’Sullivan’s  departure and 
remembered him as a well-liked young  priest. 
 

1917:  Memorial of the Rev. Donal O’Sullivan, Killarney, killed in the Great War 
1916. Funded by his Executors and intended to be given for proficiency in Irish.  

 

     

  

Hurling Team c.1917 

                 
 

 

Written on reverse: ‘Timpeall na bliana 1917 a togadh’ 
 

 

 Sean O’Sullivan from Castleisland  boarded in the Seminary from 1917  to 
1920. He got a good education, learning five languages: Irish , English, Greek, Latin and 
French, but hated the  code of discipline , especially as administered by Daithi Rua, Fr. 
David O’Connor.  Sean was greatly upset when his friend, Connie Kennedy was severely 
caned and expelled for smoking. 
  Connie  eventually  became a priest and  and a chaplain in the US navy. He was 
killed  when the ship he was serving on was struck by a torpedo  in mid-Atlantic during 
World War 2. 
 His fellow pupil, Jerry Lyons, was killed at Knockanure  having surrendered to  
  British soldiers at Gort na Gleanna.  
      

 

1921: The Troubles... 

 Bishop’s Charles O’Sullivan’s letter to the clergy in May 1921 reflects the 
troubled times in Kerry during the War of Independence:  
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“Some  parts of our diocese have suffered so severely in recent reprisals that we have felt 

compelled to postpone for as long a time as possible any appeal to the charity of our 

priests and people...” 

  A report in August 1920 by the RIC County Inspector, Major Beanney, gave a 
picture of how disturbed Kerry was:   “The Dingle Penninsula is the worst part, being in 

a most lawless condition...the worst districts are Dingle, Tralee and parts of Llistowel, 

Castleisland and Killarney...not...safe for a single police vehicle ...to travel.”  (Michael 

Collins and the Making of a New Ireland, Piaras Beaslai, 1926) 
  Rathmoreman, Jeremiah Murphy, in his memoir, When Youth was Mine, wrote 
that between June 1920 and June  1921  the British  forces came up with something new 
in reprisals: “Where an ambush had taken place, the local creamery or farmers’ co-

operative store was put to flames. This was in addition to the usual half dozen or so 

houses that were burned down after an attack.”  Photos  in his book of the burnt-out 
Rathmore Creamery and of the ruins of Tim Moynihan’s home at  Old Road,  Rathmore 
graphically illlustrate the writer’s point.  The blowing up of some road and railway 
bridges by British forces also brought hardship to farmers who had great difficulty in 
getting produce to market. 
  In a memo to Cabinet in November 1920 Churchill mentioned complaints  
about reprisals:  “...indiscriminate destruction,  actual looting and thieving , as well as 

drunkenness and gross disorder.”  Not that he was concerned to punish the troops, he 
was, in fact, suggesting  that  “...a system of reprisals regulated by senior officers... would 

be less discreditable and more effective.” (Ireland’s Civil War, Carlton Younger, 1968) 
 Bishop O’Sullivan’s letter also refers to post WW1 difficulties. The removal of 
price controls had been followed by an increase in the price of meat and a doubling of the 
price of bread. 
 The letter closes with the Bishop’s  expression of pride in the students and  the 
diocesan seminary:  
“...the clever boys of Kerry and West Cork - the cleverest in Ireland according to the 

statement made before the University Commission by the most experienced of Irish 

educationists, the Rev. Dr. Delany, S.J....The brilliant record of our Diocesan Seminary 

in University and Intermediate Examinations of 1920 speaks volumes...First place in 

Ireland in the Senior Grade for the first time in the history of the school, second place in 

the Junior Grade with a host of other distinctions equally brilliant...”  
 Promotion: 

John Browne of Firies was the clever student who came first in Ireland  in the Modern 
Literary Course, second in Ireland in Latin, third in the Classical Course, seventh in Irish 
and eighth in English and he also won a Honan scholarship to UCC and a County Council 
Scholarship.   
  Canon John Breen was President during those difficult times and he experienced 
great difficulty in collecting the student pensions and arrears. ( Fr. Reidy, the Diocesan 
Secreatry, and  Bishop O’Sullivan were very concerned about the state of the College’s 
finances  and relations between Palace and Seminary  were strained. ) 
 Canon Breen, anxious to maintain student numbers and promote the College,  
circulated a detailed pamphlet of six pages listing recent exam successes.  Clearly he was 
a man who would have been quite at home in the world of modern advertising.  He 
certainly did not ‘undersell’ his product :  “ Unprecedented  Success.”  was the headline 
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and the pamphlet dealt at length with  the University Scholarships.  Before  the pamphlet 
went  to print the results of the Intermediate Board Senior Grade exams were published 
and John Browne’s  First in Ireland   along with other students’  successes warranted an 
additional page, headlined “ Further Instalment”  
 The pamphlet conclude with a ‘plug’ for  a  Cuallacht  Bhreanainn publication .  
Canon Breen wished ‘...to seize the opportunity”  to inform subscribers that a new issue 
of  Locha  Lein   was now in print,  and  that “Irish readers greedily bought up...”  early 
copies at the recent Oireachtas.  
1922:  Civil War : 
 An anonymous letter in the College records complains that three students, 
allegedly influenced by the Republican views of some staff-members, had left the college 
to join the Flying Columns.  It has been suggested that students practised military drill in 
the College grounds at this time. 
 In his memoir, “When Youth Was Mine” -------- wrote that Step[hen Fuller, 
survivor of the Ballyseedy killings, was a student of  “…the Killarney ecclesiastical 

college…”  . he was probably on of the students the letter-writer had in mind.   
  
  
1925:  Football... 

   

 

 

 

Canon Breen 

 
 

Canon Breen was a devotee of all things Gaelic and  a passionate Republican .  He 
instigated the publication of translations of stories into Irish through a publishing 
company set up by the college staff, An Cuallacht Bhreanainn , and  was tireless in his 
promotion of Gaelic football. In the promotion of colleges football past-pupil, Dr. 
Eamonn O’Sullivan was his great ally, as his presence in team photos of the time reminds 
us. Canon Breen was a member of the Killarney Regatta Committee in the early 1920’s. 
  The Kerryman of May 9th.  1925 reported on a football match played in  “...the 

pretty grounds of St. Brendan’s Seminary...” A College under-19 football team played a 
match against  Killorglin Juniors. The Sem won  2-9  to 1-0.  A handwritten list of the 
1925 team-members survives in the College records: Driscoll, Curran, Doyle, Mack, 
Mangan, Lynch, Moriarty, Burns, Kavanagh, Brick, Sheamus O’ Shea, Hanley, Joe Rice, 
Mce. O’Leary, P. Russell;   “Mack” may have been Tadhg McGillicuddy who  is in the 
photo of the 1926 O’Sullivan Cup team.  Killorglin players mentioned were: Ted 
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Mangan, Dan Houlihan and Condon ( - first name not given).  “P.Russell” was  the great 
Paul Russell who was selected for Kerry while still a student. 
1926: O’ Sullivan Cup... 
 Bishop Charles O’Sullivan presented the O’Sullivan Cup to be competed for by  

the senior football teams of  the Kerry Colleges.  Canon Breen mentioned this new 
competition in a letter to Bishop O’Sullivan  on Nov. 1st. 1926.  In the letter he referred 
to the school’s efforts to win the Cup out of respect for the Bishop and to the  importance 
of the competition for the school:  “...by giving the boys something to fight for in common 

helped to create a healthy esprit de corps  in the school and to kill what I longed to kill, 

the bitter spirit of faction which was doing much harm among the boys.”   
 The “ bitter spirit of faction”  may have resulted from  the  Civil War which no 
doubt gave an extra edge to the rivalry between students from different townlands and 
parishes.  A student of 1910 recalled  some fights between district groups  and the 
bullying of plebs by senior students from rival districts.  No doubt the  “Columns”,  i.e. 
groups of students from the same district walking around the Square together,  took their 
names from  the ‘Flying Columns’  of  the Troubles  and developed as a form of 
protection at what must still have been a tense time in the county.  
 The Seminary were the first winners of the Cup in 1926.       
( 
In the late 20’s  the Dunloe Cup, for under-17’s, was presented by Irish-American 

millionaire,  Justice Howard Harrington  of Dunloe Castle, to be competed for by  

Kerry schools. The Presentation Monastery School., Killarney, won the Cup in 1932.)  

 

1927:  The Classics  tré  Gaeilge... 

 The year 1927 saw a controversy develop around the question of  the teaching of 
the Classics through Irish, a practice that had been  followed for the previous two years. 
Frs. Thomas Supple and Thomas Spillane, with the unanimous support of all the teaching 
staff, co-signed a report in which they made the case for a return to teaching the Classics 
through English.  They argued that the vast majority of entrants to the College did not 
have sufficient knowledge of Irish, that there was a total lack of textbooks and it now 
took two years to teach what they formerly taught in one.  The system, they argued, was 
“...a grave injustice to the boys and a serious obstacle in their future studies..” 

 

 GAA – “ E pluribus unum….Clash of Heads...    
 (Micheál  O’Ruairc  Recalls Kerry Colleges Football in the late 20’s  Terrace 
Talk,  Radio Kerry.)    
  Secondary  football and hurling teams  came  into existence as the GAA grew 
stronger after its founding in 1884.  While College records show that cricket  and tennis 
were played by students in the 1860s-70s  they were eventually supplanted by football. A 
Kerry Sentinel report of  1890 describes a return game played between the Seminary and  
a Dr. Crokes on March 22 1890.  The report is headlined : 
  
 FOOTBALL 
ST. BRENDAN’S SEMINARY V. DR. CROKES 
( KILLARNEY GAA ) 2nd XXI 
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“ At 1.30 p.mm. the ball was thrown in in the presence of a large assemblage…. “  Early 
in the game the Crokes went 2 points up and the report states: “Betting now turned in 
favour of the Crokes while the “Saints” backers lost heart as point after point was 

recorded in favour of the Crokes”   A free took the Crokes to 3 point to nil”.  The report 
recorded the great play of Dillon  “  a great acquisition…) Foley and Jones for  the 
Seminary.  A point from a free  awarded to St. Brendan’s scored by Griffin   meant 
Crokes led by 4 point to 1 at half-time. 
 Crokes continued to dominate in the secondhalf until  an overenthusiastic “rush” 
of Crokes forwards - and backs - towards the Sem goal caused them to be surprised by a 
quick clearance and  O’Donnell beat the keeper to score “ the major point…” for the 
Sem. .This brought the game to life as the Crokes  made desperate efforts to score a goal  
but only managed one further point, winning the match 5pts. To 1 -1.. The report praises 
the “…splendid attacks of O’Sullivan ( - father of Dr. Billy O’Sullivan?), Hayes and 

Pellery” (Crokes)   and the splendid backplay of  Dillon and Buckley.  Dillon was given 
the principal credit for the smallness of the Crokes score.. O’Callaghan and Jerome 
O’Leary  (Crokes) were also praised for their backplay.  The teams were : 
ST.BRENDAN’S : T. Lyne (captain) ; D.Buckley; J.Dillon,  MOConnor;  M.O’Donnell;  
M.Beasley;  J.Beasley,  W. Dwyer; M.Costelloe;  T.Sullivan; W. Keane. P.Griffin; 
J.Foley;  J.O’Connor; J.Murphy; J.Houlihan; T.Jones; J.Divane;  D.Divane,; D.Cronin; 
T.Hickey and T.O’Sullivan. 
DR. CROKES:  J.O’Callaghan (Captain); W.O’Sullivan (Vice-captain) C.Hurley, J. 
O”Leary; P.Murphy;  T.Scannell;  F.O”Shea; G. Hayes; D.Cahill; P.Guerin; J.Joy;  
D.McCarthy, J.Scott; W.Fleming; M.Hayes; S.O”Connor; M.Moriarty;  - Pellery, J.Egan; 
J.Cronin;  T.O’Brien. 
REFEREE: Mr. D. Guerin;   UMPIRES: (Crokes) Mr. J.Corcoran; (St. Brendan’s) Mr. A. 
Fitzgerald. 
 Betting,   “rushes” – reminiscent of the old rugby “foot-rushes”  
 
 
 
 
 
 
  When Canon Breen expressed his satisfaction that the O’Sullivan Cup had  killed  
the spirit of faction among his students, he little realised that it was about to promote it 
among  school principals.  
 St. Brendan’s defeated Tralee CBS in the first final in 1926  and they again met in 
the semi-final at Killorglin in May 1927.   There was great interest in the outcome and a 
special  train was laid on for the Tralee supporters.  It was a closely-contested game and 
Tralee eventually won  with 4 goals  5 points  to  the Sem’s 4 goals  1 point. 
 At a Kerry Schools and Colleges Committee meeting in June, Canon Breen 
lodged an objection, claiming that one Tralee player, Patrick Curtin, Rock Street, had 
played rugby and another, Denis Horgan, had been working in a Tralee shop for six 
weeks before the match, thus violating the rule that a player must be a ‘bona fide’ student 
attending the school for 3 hours per diem at least one month before the  date of the match.  
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  A subsequent press-report suggested that the chair had awarded the match to the 
Sem.  Bro. Turner stated in a letter to the press that this report “...bristled with distortions 

and inaccuracies.”  And a further meeting was arranged.  Canon  Breen  added fuel to the 
fire in a telegram to the press  in which, inter alia, he stated that  three signatories to  the 
notice of  the  further meeting   had fielded illegal teams in  that year’s competitions.  
This further meeting was held in July and the press report of the proceedings was headed,  
“Christian Brothers V. St. Brendan’s” .                                                                                                                                                                                        
 The meeting was chaired by Fr. Herlihy of the Jeffers’ Institute, a  former staff-
member of St. Brendan’s,  however, the only other principlals in attendance were all 
Christian Brothers: Brothers Ryan, Turner and Walsh of Cahirciveen, Tralee and Dingle 
respectively.  Consequently, the detailed press account chronicles an event unique, 
perhaps, in the history of the Church: the Christians devouring the lion – in absentia. 
 Bro. Walsh vigorously set about the demolition of Canon Breen’s objections.  The 
Munster Colleges Committee, of which Canon Breen was chairman and whose 
constitution was the basis of the Canon’s objections, had only been set up in March 1927 
at a meeting in Mallow. Bro. Walsh argued that the constitution had not been ratified by 
the Central Council; the League had no affiliated clubs; no match had yet been played 
under its aegis in Munster,  and the Kerry Schools League had not deputed any of its 
members to represent it at the Mallow meeting.   The Munster Colleges League was a 
paper league:  it was like a company with a prospectus but no capital. 
 Bro. Walsh then turned his critical eye on the constitution invoked and largely 
devised by Canon Breen and made an accusation which must have caused clerics 
throughout the diocese to choke on their breakfasts when they read the report in their 
morning paper.  He stated in the bluntest of terms that the  President of St. Brendan’s 
Seminary  had   misused  the Latin phrase  per diem.  “No schoolboy six months at Latin 
would perpetrate the barbarism of writing ‘per diem” in the context in which Canon 
Breen had used it, Bro. Walsh thundered.  Cicero and the  ‘Pater Noster’ were quoted  in 
support of the mischievous allegation.     
  He then twisted the dagger in the wound with a sarcastic ‘reductio ad absurdum”   
The objector, he argued, “...pretends it means that a boy must attend school everyday, 

“morally speaking”, whatever that means...he must, therefore, attend school on   

Sundays, holydays, vacation days, sick days...which is absurd, as Mr. Euclid would say, 

so absurd, indeed, that if I did not know its amiable author, I would conclude that there 

was nothing but colossal impudence at the back of it.”  . Brother Walsh went on to point 
out that Denis Horgan’s name had never been removed from the school register and he 
had, in fact, “...been in attendance at school last week...”.  The immortal words of the 
scandalous Ms. Mandy Rice-Davies, “Well, he would, wouldn’t he?”  come to mind. 
 The charge against Patrick Curtin of playing rugby was overruled, as no evidence 
was presented.  Not surprisingly, the match was awarded to Tralee, who went on to defeat 
Listowel in the final.  Curtin and Horgan  and the great Tim Landers were on the team, 
which was  captained by Pat Walsh. Tralee also won the O’Sullivan Cup in 1929. 
 
 

1928:  ... 
 “From the Seminary go forth many boys who are destined to go far afield to 
preach the Gospel of Christ. But the primary function of such a school  is the preparation 
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and selection of those who are to be the future  priests of this Diocese of Kerry.  For this 

reason we desire to revive the following rule formerly in force in the diocese: - After the 

opening of the school year 1929-’30 no boy will be eligible for a   place in the Kerry 

Diocese who has not completed at least two years’ attendance at the Diocesan 
Seminary.”  
 This decision by the Diocese meant that clever students with aspirations to the 
priesthood would have to leave their local secondary school and attend St. Brendan’s for 
the last two years of their secondary education.   The loss of pension, of clever students 
and talented footballers, was the cause of much annoyance in the schools of the diocese.    
 (Applied in Cloyne Dioc. Also ) 

1929: Depression and vocations... 

  In 1929 the Seminary won back the O’Sullivan Cup but events on the 
world stage were of far greater import. 
 “...a duty and a pleasure to thank you heartily for the help so generously given 
last year. It is all the more appreciated when we consider that the economic conditions of 

recent years were highly unfavourable ...Year by year about twenty boys leave to pursue 

their study for the  Church in the various ecclesiastical colleges.” 

DIRECTORS, PRESIDENTS AND PRINCIPALS: 
  
  

St. Brendan’s Presidents  
 

 From its foundation in 1860 to 1997 St. Brendan’s College was a diocesan secondary 
school. Until the late 1960’s diocesan clergy mainly staffed the College.  A priest acted as 
President and school-principal.  
By the 1970’s the designation ‘seminary’ was no longer used and the school’s official 
title became ‘St. Brendan’s College’. However, the college is still known locally as ‘The 
Sem.’ In 1971 Dr. Tadhg McCurtin became the first lay vice- principal. On his retirement 
in 1983 Mr. Noel O’Sullivan succeeded him. On Noel’s sudden death in 1988 Mr. Eoin 
O’Carra, took up the position.   In 1997 the first lay-principal, Mr. Tony Behan, was 
appointed and a board of management was set up to manage the school.  Fr. Larry Kelly 
was President/Rector until the boarding school closed in 1999. Fr. Kelly was the last in a 
succession of 18 clerical Presidents. 
 

The Presidents : 

  

The first  College register states on the title page:  

“ St. Brendan’s   Seminary, Killarney, 
Opened on the Feast of St. Brendan 

May 16th 1860 Director; Fr. Barry  

A footnote in Fr. Lalor’s hand states: 

 “ N.B. This register begins Aug. 16th 1860, the date when I became 

connected with St. Brendan’s Seminary 

   Thomas Lalor”: 

 

DIRECTORS/PRESIDENTS/PRINCIPALS: 
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 1. Fr. Michael Barry: 

 When Bishop David Moriarty founded the College in 1860, Fr. Michael. Barry, a 

professor from All-Hallows, was appointed as Director, he was assisted by  Fr. Thomas 

Lalor, of Dunboyne,  Maynooth The entry in the register suggests that Fr. Barry acted as 

Director from June to  August 1860.    He suffered from ill health and Fr. Thomas Lalor 

took over the running of the college. 

Bishop Moriarty had strong links to All Hallows, as he had been President there 

until appointed coadjutor to the See of Kerry in 1854. In 1855 he opened St. Mary’s 
Seminary in Tralee and, according to The Kerry Chronicle of July 5th 1855, it “...was 
conducted by clergymen of the same establishment ...(All Hallows)”.    Fr. Barry  died in 
1873 and he is buried in the vault by the southern wall of St. Mary’s Cathedral. Killarney. 
Fr. J. Doherty replaced Fr. Barry as co-director to Fr. Lalor. 

 

 

2.  Rev. Thomas Lalor  

  

 Fr.Lalor was born in Tralee in 1834 and studied in the Irish College, Paris and  in 

Maynooth.  He later taught in the Irish College in Paris and is recorded in Canon James 

O’Boyle’s, The Irish Colleges on the Continent, publ. 1935, (p.271) in a list of Professors 

of Theology:  

“Dogmatic Theology: Rev. Thomas Lalor 1865”. On p.78 Canon O’Boyle’s book states 
that: 

  “Canon Lalor of Southwark, a former student and professor in Paris, issued a well-

known periodical entitled, Pastoralia.”   
Pastoralia  - a Journal for Priests was published between 1899 and 1906. 

  According to information supplied by Fr. Michael Clifton, Archivist of the 

Diocese of Southwark, England, Fr. Lalor was known for his great learning and ended his 

life as a Canon of the Diocese. Their records state that he taught in Paris until 1866.  In 

1866   he entered the Jesuits at Milltown Park, Dublin. Having completed his novitiate in 

1868, he taught theology in the Jesuit novitiate at Tronchiennes in  Belgium for a year 

and in 1869 he moved to  Clongowes Wood College where he taught Humanities.  He left 

the Society in September 1870.  

Fr. Lalor was subsequently incardinated in the Diocese of Southwark. He became 

a Chapter Canon of Southwark in 1882.  For many years he was Parish Priest of Petworth 

in Sussex, ( formerly Diocese of Southwark; present-day Diocese of Arundel and 

Brighton) where, in the words of Fr. Enda Naughton P.P. Sacred Heart Church,  

Petworth,  “..he was the founding father of  this church...”  The church, which dates from 
1869, was consecrated in 1901 the year before Canon Lalor’s death.  In his guide 

book, Killarney Land and Lake, published in the 1950’s, Donal Cahill states (p.19) that  
“Canon Lawlor (sic) was  dignissimus  for the Bishopric of Kerry in 1889.”  He died in 
Petworth, Sussex  in 1902. 

 

3.  Rev. John Coffey 1867 -1882:    

Fr. Coffey was born in 1840 in Co. Waterford his family returned to Kerry in 

1850.  He was educated in  Castlemaine and Tralee and entered Maynooth in 1856. In 

1865 he was appointed to the staff of St. Brendan’s and in 1867 he became the first head 
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of the College to have the title ‘President’.  During his fifteen years as president the 

College grew in size and many new buildings were added. A new kitchen and refectory, 

two classrooms and a large study hall are recorded as having been built between 1874 and 

1878. Fr. Coffey became Parish Priest of Tralee and Dean of Kerry in 1882. He was made 

Bishop of Kerry in 1889.and died in 1904. His portrait as Bishop hangs in the main 

entrance hall of the College. 

 

4.  Rev. David O’Leary 1882-1898:  

 Born in Tralee in 1852 , he was  a talented scholar entered Maynooth at the early age of 

fifteen and was ordained by special dispensation in 1875.  In that same year he was 

appointed to the staff of St. Brendan’s College. He is referred to in Joe O’Connor’s 
memoir, Hostage to Fortune,(Ch.2  passim) as “...the aristocratic President, Fr. David  

O’Leary, commonly called Dave...a gentlemanly autocrat, who looked after us well but 
sought no thanks or popularity in return. Tall handsome, self-possessed, he lived apart 

and tolerated no familiarity from staff or student. He was always just and often 

generous.” 

 He became Parish Priest of Dingle in 1898 and in 1905 he was translated to Kenmare as 

Archdeacon and Vicar General.  In 1918 he became Parish Priest of Tralee and Dean of 

Kerry. He died in 1942.  

 

5.  Rev Michael Dowling 1898 – 1901: 

 Died in office in 1901 of a stroke. Remembered with affection by Joe O’Connor in 
Hostage to Fortune as the man who employed him and generously increased his salary by 

twenty pounds a year on Joe’s marriage in 1900. 
 

6.  Rev. Morgan O’Flaherty:  1901-1904:  

Described by Joe O’Connor in Hostage to Fortune as  “... a shy, withdrawing man...” 

Fr. O’Flaherty studied at the Irish College, Paris, and was ordained in 1890. He taught in 
St. Brendan’s for fifteen years and served subsequently in Castleisland, Brosna and in 

Ballylongford.  (Science – Belfast- JOC) 

 In The Story of Brosna by Fr. Michael Murphy, published in 1930, we are told of the 

small but courageous part Fr. O’Flaherty played in the aftermath of Casement’s doomed 
landing at Banna.   After Casement’s arrest one of his companions, Captain Robert 
Monteith, went into hiding.  

Captain Monteith was Chief Instructor to the Irish Volunteers and was sent by the 
I.R.B. to assist Roger Casement in Germany in 1915 to organise the Irish Brigade. Fr. 

Murphy relates the story: “ Word was brought to Fr. O’Flaherty, the curate at Brosna. 
He had a motor. He picked up Menteith at Gleannagenty, brought him to Brosna and 

thence to Limerick and safety.” He subsequently escaped to America. He received a 
Army pension Fr. Murphy further adds that money collected for arms by the National 

Volunteers which Austin Stack failed to secure for his command in 1915 (- because of the 

split between the Redmondite National Volunteers and  MacNeill’s Irish Volunteers) was 
sent to Dublin to assist the widows and orphans of Dublin patriots shot in the Rising and 

“…Fr. O’Flaherty added a good subscription on his own behalf.”   Fr. O’Flaherty died in 
1919. 
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7.  Rev. Michael Scanlan 1904-1906: 

 Fr. Scanlan joined the staff in 1895 and is briefly mentioned in Hostage to 

Fortune:   “ The Dean, Fr. Mikey Scanlan, assigned to me a bed under the window of the 
City dormitory, on which the rising sun struck its rays direct.” 

 

8.  Rev. Denis Brosnan 1906-1914: 

 Fr. Brosnan joined the staff in 1886. In an interview with the late Michael 

Scanlan, a student in the College in 1914, published in the St. Brendan’s Millenium 
supplement to the Kerryman, May 26th 2000, Fr. Brosnan is recalled with affection. 

Michael said that he had a fine tenor voice and took students to concerts in the Old Town 

Hall where sometimes he would himself sing a song. 

 

9.  Rev. Patrick Marshall 1914-1918: 

 Fr. Marshall joined the staff in 1906.  An article in The Kenmare Journal, publ. 

1982, states that he was born in Listowel and was educated at St. Michael’s College and 
St. Brendan’s. 
 Records in Maynooth College state that he matriculated in 1888 and was ordained in 

Clonliffe College in 1894. He had been a professor in St. Patrick’s College, Carlow 
before joining the staff of St. Brendan’s. This, perhaps, explains why his first entry as a 
staff-member of St. Brendan’s in the 1906 Irish Catholic Church Directory records him 

as Vice-President. 

 On leaving the College in 1918 Fr. Marshall became Parish Priest of Kenmare and 

a Canon of the Diocese.  During the Civil War Fr. Marshall, like the great  majority of the 

catholic clergy,   supported the Free State government.   Dr. Patrick Murray in  his  

Oracles of God – The Roman Catholic Church and Irish Politics 1922 -37  UCD Press, 

2000  described Fr. Marshall as “…a vigorous and unflinching supporter of the Free State 

 He died in Kenmare in 1945. 

 

10.  Rev. John Breen 1918-1928: 

 Canon Breen joined the Staff as President in 1918 and actively promoted the 

college in both the academic and sporting spheres. A college prospectus  produced in 

1926 by Canon Breen  was for its time a very professional production.  At the inaugural 

meeting of the Provincial Colleges GAA Council Canon Breen was elected President. 

Later in the same year the first All-Ireland Colleges Council was formed and he was 

elected President of that body also. Canon Breen was chairman of An Cualacht  

Bhreanainn, a publishing group made up of clerical and lay-staff of the College which 

published stories in Irish for school-children.  

11.  Rev. Denis Brosnan 1928 – 1944: 

 Fr. Brosnan joined the staff in 1917 and became one of the longest serving 

presidents of St. Brendan’s. During his time as president a major extension of the college 
was completed. The three-storey Brosnan Building added seven new classrooms, a study 

hall, a science-room, a dormitory, showers, toilets, and other accommodation. It was 

completed in 1935.  Fr. Brosnan was chairman of the committee that erected the Speir 

Bhean monument at Fair Hill, Killarney. The monument commemorates the Four Kerry 

Poets.  
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12.  Rev. Christopher O’Neill 1944 - 1957: Fr. O’ Neill joined the staff in 1923 and so 
spent 34 years in St. Brendan’s. During his time as president the work on the new oratory 
at the eastern end of the Brosnan Building was completed. Fr. O’Neill was highly 
regarded as a classical scholar and was a keen fisherman. He kept a boat on Muckross 

Lake and was often to be seen travelling to and from Muckross on his motorcycle.  On 

leaving the College he was appointed to Rathmore parish and was made a Canon of the 

Diocese. 

 

13.  Rev.  John Moynihan: 1957 – 1967:  Fr. Moynihan joined the staff in 1930 and  

was a very energetic president of the College. He worked tirelessly to renovate the older 

buildings and improve the grounds. Fr. Moynihan planted the Virginia creeper that 

embellishes the south front of the Brosnan building. Tennis courts and two new handball 

alleys were built, the  ‘gentrification’ of the students was attempted with the promotion of 
croquet on the carefully-tended back lawn and by the time of his departure from St. 

Brendan’s in 1968 another major building, t he Moynihan Building had been added to the 
College. This provided nine new classrooms, a physics lab, a study-hall, dormitory and 

priests’ apartments. Patrick Kennelly’s semi-autobiographical novel, ‘Sausages for 

Tuesday’ is set in this period of college life.  On leaving St. Brendan’s in 1968 Fr. 
Moynihan was appointed parish priest of Millstreet, he was later made a Canon of the 

Diocese and subsequently a Monsignior.  His sudden death occurred in ___ during a visit 

to St. Brendan’s, a final link with the school to which he had devoted so much of his 
considerable energy and talent.  

 

13.  Rev. Michael O’Flaherty: 1967 – 1971:  Fr. O Flaherty joined the staff in 1945.  He 

was a man of great learning, eloquence and wit. and was a much-admired, inspirational 

teacher. The Flaherty Building was built in his time as president.  A single-storey 

building, facing the Brosnan Building, it added six classrooms, an art-room, a science lab 

and a new staff-room to the College. On leaving St. Brendan’s Fr. O’Flaherty was made 
Parish Priest of Castleisland, a Canon of the Diocese and later Monsignior. Mons. 

O’Flaherty died in 1997. 
 

14.  Rev. Donagh O’Donovan 1971 – 19 – 

 Fr. O’Donovan joined the staff in 1955.  During his presidency significant 
changes were taking place in Irish education and art, music, PE and career guidance were 

added to the curriculum.   A gymnasium was built in the NE corner of the grounds 

replacing the elderly ‘recreation shed’ with its modest ring board and table tennis 
facilities. 

 Fr. O Donovan was an avid reader, had a great interest in cars and all things 

mechanical and was a keen golfer. He was Captain of Killarney Golf Club in 1973-. On 

leaving St. Brendan’s he became Parish Priest of Millstreet.  Fr.O’Donovan died in 19--- 

 

15.  Rev. James Linnane 

 

16.  Rev. Dan O’Riordan 

 

17.  Rev. Seamus McKenna 
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18.  Rev. Laurence Kelly 

 

19.  Mr.  Tony Behan 

 

20.  Mr. Ed  O’Neill 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 MEMORIES... 

  “Here are  the names given to each of the dormitories in my time:,  The 
City, Kerin’s,The Hotel,  The Top,  The New, Towers 1 and 2, The Palace, The 
Cottage...the first three dormitories were in the main building,  the others were part of 

the Bishop’s Palace with the exception of  The Cottage which was at the very end of the 
avenue leading to New Street... 

  ...for my first year I was in the Plebs class which was held in that part of 

the Seminary attached to the Bishop’s Palace.  In that part of the building Plebs 1 and 2 

 were held and in the main building Junior Classes 1 and 2  and Seniors A and  B  

were held... 

   ...this street of houses ( St. Mary’s Terrace) was known to us as 

Mater’s lane...Today there is now trace of the toilets or Cuddy’s Acre. They were 

demolished once the new extension to the Seminary took  place about the year 1935  (The 
Brosnan Building). The new building took in a sizeable portion of the  large square. The 

door into the main study hall disappeared...”  

  Padraig O’Luing, ‘Memories of St. Brendan’s Seminary   1994  

  

1933:   “... despite the difficult times through which we are passing, the number of boys  

seeking admission to the seminary is greater than we can well provide for. Far from 

falling off, vocations to the priesthood seem to be on the increase.  In recent years we 

note that a growing number of students volunteer for work in the Pagan Mission fields of 

African and China.” 
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1938:  Brosnan building.. 

 “...the recent work of extension was a formidable task.  But that task was made 

much less onerous by your generous support.” 

 

Rail travel... (JKAHS) 

Fr.  Jack McKenna:  “When returning to St. Brendan’s after the Easter holidays about 
four miles out of Dingle the train derailed  again. There was a long delay while we 

strolled the nearby fields. It ended with the announcement that the train could not 

proceed*and we walked back to Dingle for an extra day’s holiday. 
 Fr. Senan Moynihan, editor of The Capuchin Annual:“ Again it is Christmastime 
and you are on your way home from St. Brendan’s in Killarney and at Tralee the guard 
ushers you into a crowded and cosy special compartment...”    

 

1955:  New Oratory: 

 Architects J. Boyd-Barrett,  Cork;   

 Builder: J. Cleary, Charleville 

Sacristy windows: The four St. Brendan panels in the old Chapel were taken out and 

fitted in the sanctuary window of the new church. A fifth panel, made by Earley Studios 

was added to suit the wider window. 

  The new windows, representing The Seven Sorrows of Our L,ady, were 

made  by Earley Studios of Ecclesiastical Art, Upr. Camden St. Dublin. 

Crucifix: Oct. 25th. 1955: “ Delivery of  crucifix is promised in 12 days...the sculptress 
(Miss G. Hayes) considers it a masterpiece” 

 - delays in delivery caused the architect to comment: ‘Really, these artists are the limit!”  
Stations of  The Cross  (carved wood painted in natural colours): Veritas Ltd. - “... 
despatch of your Stations of the Cross from the Italian woodcarvers on its way from Italy 

should take 2-3weeks.”  
Altar Covers: Mary Forrest Ltd. Dublin; 

Chalices, ciboria, gilding of: Egans, Cork. 

Candlesticks, tabernacle:  Gunning Ltd. 

Vestments:  Good Shepherd Convent, Cork. 

American organ: McCullough’s Music Salons, Dublin. 
Donation: Note:-“81 New Street, Killarney; Mrs. O’Sullivan, family and myself - Ivo 

O’Sullivan”  £115 for sanctuary lamp 

Carpenter’s 4s. 6/1/2 d 

 

 

 

 

 

1959: Founding of the past Pupils Union: 
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 “The inaugural meeting of St. Brendan’s Past Pupils Union was held in the study 
hall of the College on Sunday 23rd. August 1959 at 5.30 pm with the Rev. John Moynihan, 

President of the College, in the chair.”   
-  Minutes of the first meeting. 

Fr. Moynihan summed up the objects of the Union:  
“...to strengthen the bonds of friendship formed during college days, to promote a spirit 
of Christian unity and mutual co-operation between the students of different generations 

and to foster the interests of the College.”  The minutes record that the meeting was held 
in response to many letters from past-pupils requesting that a PPU be formed.  No doubt, 
a further reason for the founding of the Union was the approach of the centenary of the 
founding of the College in 1960. 
Almost 700 invitations had been sent out and the attendance at the inaugural meeting 
came to 137 among whom were two bishops, Dr. Moynihan, Bishop of Kerry and Dr. 
Edmund FitzMaurice, Bishop of Wilmington, USA, The Dean of the Diocese, Mons. 
Dean Reidy, four Canons and forty eight priests.   Dr. Denis Moynihan, Bishop of Kerry, 
was the Patron of the Union and addressed the meeting.  Bishop Moynihan was the last 
Bishop of Kerry to have attended the Irish College in Paris. He also provided a unique 
link between past and present times in the Seminary.  At a Past Pupils Union  meeting in 
1968, shortly after the sudden death of Mons. John Moynihan, then Parish Priest of 
Millstreet   and one of the great Seminary Presidents, Bishop Moynihan, in the course of 
a warm tribute to the deceased president, told the members  that he had known  all of the 
Seminary presidents  except the first.  As a small boy in the Seminary he had served mass 
for Bishop Coffey, who had been the second President.  He would not have known Fr. 
Lalor, who, after leaving St. Brendan’s in 1865,  ministered in France, Belgium and 
finally England. Obviously he did not count Fr. Barry, the first Director, as his tenure had 
been very short,   
 Canon Lyne of Dingle, a member of the great footballing family from Cleeney, 
was the oldest member attending.  Liam O’Connor the well-known Killarney solicitor 
was the recording secretary. 
 After lengthy discussion ( - how lengthy is evident in a heartfelt expression of 
relief from the minute-taker: “Mercifully there were no further objections… ) a 
constitution was drawn up and it was decided that  the Irish name of the Union would be 
“Clann Bhreannain’ . 
 The PPU continued in existence until 1981.  
 Dr. Ivo O’Sullivan,  for many years the College doctor and brother of Fr. Donal 
O’Sullivan, the young staff-member who had been killed in France in WW1, was 
President for the first two years. He had a distinguished panel of Vice-presidents: The 
Most Rev. Dr. Prendiville, Archbishop of Perth. Australia; Most Rev. Dr. FitzMaurice. 
Bishop of Wilmington, USA;  Mons. Sewell, Manchester;  Rev. Dr. F. Cremin, Professor, 
Maynooth College,  Dr. Michael Moriarty, Fitzwilliam Sq., Dublin; Dr. E.N.M. 
O’Sullivan, Killarney. 
 Other  officers were: Fr. John Moynihan, Treasurer; Fr. Michael O’Flaherty and 
Liam O’Connor, joint Hon. Secretaries. On the committee were: Dr. Frank Hilliard, 
Killarney, Mr. Sean Ryan, Senior Maths teacher;  Dr. Tadhg McCurtin, Senior Science 
teacher; John Moriarty, Killarney; John Cranitch,  Killarney; Ted Clifford, Killarney;   
Tadhg O’Sullivan N.T., Lissivigeen,  Dr. Dan Coughlan, Millstreet. 
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 The Union Day  activities were to be as follows:  
 
9am:                      Mass in the College chapel;  
 
10am – 1pm:         Golf Competition;  
 
10am – 2.30 pm:    Fishing Competition  
 
3.30pm:                  Annual General Meeting  - Light Teas Served Afterwards 
 
8.30pm:                  Dance  
 

The ‘Light Teas’ was, of course, a euphemism for cakes and sandwiches washed 
down by a dram or two  of strong liquor.  The dance, in accordance with the fashion of 
the time, was a black-tie ‘dress-dance’.    

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

1965:  Mid-term Marginalia:   

 “ 28/3/1965 Sunday night study 1st. night in New Study Hall  

  No. 79” 

 The above note on the margin of a page of Smith’s History of Rome  was made by  
Jim Coghlan of Beaufort,  a student from 1962 -1967.   
 79 was the number of Jim’s desk in the new study-hall and the entry records the 
completion of  Fr. John Moynihan’s  major undertaking,  the building of the three storey 
Moynihan Building with its eight classrooms, physics lab, studyhall,  dormitory, showers 
and priests rooms. 
 Further marginalia recall the tedium of night-study in the long second term  when 
boarders did not go home at weekends:  
“Jim Coghlan  4A 1964-’65 in Study  Friday March 19th. 1965, 6.32 p.m. Fr. Corridan   
22 days ‘till Easter Vac.” 

 “ Fools day 1965 10 days till Easter Vac  Mr. Hegarty  in Study Sem Under 15’s 
beat Tralee 8 - 10   :    0-0” 

 “Monday 28th, March 1966 Sem won the Munster Cup yesterday . Score Sem 2 - 
6   De La Salle (Waterford)  Going home next Sun.” 

  Fly leaves and blank half-pages record the names of teams from the fifties and 
sixties, sometimes with performance ratings: “Good”,   “Star”,  “Fair”,  “Bad”. 
 The tattered copy of Smith’s History bears the signatures of eight owners: 
 Eamonn O’Connor 1948-’49;  John Falvey 1951-’52;  Maurice O’Connell, 
Newtownsandes 1952;  Dan Coghlan 1953-’55; John Nagle of Rathmore;   Michael 
Sexton; Jim Coghlan 1964-’66;  Patsy  Harrington  ( - present owner and teacher of Art 
in St. Brendan’s.)   
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 The book itself emphasises the changes in education that came with the sixties 
and seventies.  The text was first published in 1870 when the Seminary was just ten years 
in existence.   Jim Coghlan in 1965 was using the  ‘New Edition’ published in 1897 and 
reprinted for the thirteenth time in 1941.  Such longevity is unimaginable in present times 
when books come and go like the seasons and the alphabet is ransacked for the acronymic 
names of new subjects that reflect the zeitgeist or the concerns of individual Ministers of 
Education.    
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A diary kept by Fr. O’Sullivan,  now in the possession of his nephew, Billy  D.F. 

O’Sullivan, records some of his impressions of those last sad days. 
 Fr. O’Sullivan left Killarney on Feb. 27th. 1916 for Dublin .  He spent some 
time in Boulogne ministering to the wounded in field hospitals and preparing for his 

move to the front.  He records  giving a gift of sweets  from  Fr. Patrick Marshall, 

President of the Seminary to the Worcester and Lancs. and  rosary beads and 

prayer books from Lady O’Connell to soldiers at the front. 
 On Friday, April 29th he recorded news from home.: 

  “ There was a rising in Dublin last Monday. Casement captured. Should be 
sent to the front next week.” 
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 By mid May he was at the front -  

 “ Bombardments and mines. Going up to the dugout.. shrapnel...”    
 Entries are brief but convey a powerful sense of the suffering and the 

courage  of the men and the nightmare  of trench warfare  - a far cry from  the 

classhalls of St. Brendan’s which he had left only some weeks before.  Fr. 
O’Sullivan’s  admiration  and compassion   for the dead and the wounded  soldiers 

is clearly evident: 

  “ Big gas attack last night...anointed the badly wounded.  Poor Howard dead. 

...Went to see Taylor. he has lost both feet.  Heroic stand by men in crater - had a heavy 

cost...Poor Taylor  dead.  McGuinness? ” 

 The confusion and uncertainty of life at the front in the early summer of 1916  

is well conveyed in several entries:  

 “ On the line last night with the Cheshires.  Sudden news - not going in...Moved 

through the camps visiting the sick and wounded.  Ended up in Gouzeaucourt....  Slept 

on the floor in the Cure’s house.  Motor traffic, cavalry - are we on the move?”  
 On June 19th. there is  a period of calm  as  the Seminary priest  and teacher   

records :  

  “ Major Campbell gave a lecture last night on the skills of bayonet fighting.”  

  

 By Sunday, July 10th.  fighting had intensified and the carnage brought  an 

exclamation of grief  and compassion from Fr. O’Sullivan: 
 “   Masses along the front. German prisoners taken. Wounded,  wounded,  

wounded! Heavy Casualties.” 

 His last entry was on July 4th.: 

 “32nd division badly done in, also 75th brigade. In advanced position. 7th 

brigade not going in. Push seemingly over.” 

 On Wednesday July 7th.  there was a further push by British forces and 

casualties were heavy. Fr. O’Sullivan was ministering to a wounded  British soldier 
when a shell exploded and he was killed instantly.  The wounded soldier survived 

the explosion and some years after the war visited Fr. O’Sullivan’s mother in 
Killarney. He had made the journey expressly to fulfill a debt of gratitude, as  he 

believed the her son had protected him from  the effects of the explosion and so 

saved his life. 

 Fr. Breen and Fr. Gallivan survived the war.  

 Fr. O’Sullivan was buried in the cemetary at nearby Bouzincourt among the 

soldiers  whom he had tried bravely to  comfort and console in their last days and 

moments. 

 (  PW JOYCE ON CLASSICAL SCHOOLS…. [p.151  P.W. Joyce ------] 
The higher class of schools, which answered to what we now call Intermediate schools, 
were found all over the southern half of Ireland, especially in Munster. Some were for 
classics, some for science, and not a few for both; nearly all conducted by men of 
learning and ability; and they were everywhere eagerly attended. 'Many of the students 
had professions in view, some intended for the priesthood, for which the classical 
schools' afforded an admirable preparation; some seeking to become medical doctors, 
teachers, surveyors, &c. But a large proportion were the sons of farmers, tradesmen, 
shopkeepers, or others, who had no particular end in view, but, with the instincts of the 
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days of old, studied classics or mathematics for the pure love of learning. I knew many of 
that class. 
 
'These schools continued to exist down to our own time, till they were finally broken up 
by the famine of 1847. In my own immediate neighbourhood were some of them, in 
which I received a part of my early education; and I remember with pleasure several of 
my old teachers; rough and unpolished men many of them, but excellent solid scholars 
and full of enthusiasm for learning-which enthusiasm they communicated to their pupils. 
All the students were adults or grown boys; and there was no instruction in the 
elementary subjects - reading, writing, and arithmetic - as no scholar attended who had 
not sufficiently mastered these. Among the students were always half a dozen or more 
"poor scholars" from distant parts of Ireland, who lived free in the hospitable farmers' 
houses all round just as the scholars from Britain and elsewhere 
 
[p.152] 
 
were supported in the time of Bede - 12 centuries before.' [For 'Poor Scholars, see 
O'Curry, 'Man. & Cust.,' i. 79, 80: Dr. Healy, 'Ireland's Anc. Sch.,' 475: and, for a modern 
instance, Carleton's story, ' The Poor Scholar.' The above passage is quoted from my 
'Social Hist. Of Anc. Ireland.] 
 
 

ITA The greatest curse to the Irish nation has been May-nooth, because it has fostered the ordination of 

peasants' sons. These are uneducated men who have never been out of Ireland, whose sympathies are  

wholly with the class from which they have sprung, and who are given no training cal-culated to afford 

them a broader view than that of the narrowest class prejudice.  

TION OF WORLD WIDE WEB DOCUMENTS  
 
Regarding a standard form for citing documents found on the Web, here is an 
extract from Beyond the MLA Handbook: Documenting Electronic Sources on the 
Internet , by Andrew Harnack and Gene Kleppinger.  
 
2. W 
Corpus Refs: Macalister/1945:169 
Site: BRAGH 
Discovery: recognised, 1896 Macalister, R.A.S. 
History: Macalister/1897, 47, states that the stone was found `some little time ago', and gives a refere

 
to an article by himself in The Academy for July 25, 1896. 
Macalister/1945, 162, states that the stone was given by the local farmer, Murphy,  
to the priest who attended him on his deathbed (c. 1912) and that this priest presented it to his 
He also states that `it is now erected at Killarney, in the grounds of St. Brendan's Seminary'.
Cuppage/etal/1986, 253: `dislodged by a flood which affected the bed of a stream...t 
he find place was near Kilfountan Church...preserved for a while in a farmhouse near Kildrum gra
and then removed to the grounds of St. Brendan's Seminary in Killarney where it remains toda

Geology:  

http://www.ucl.ac.uk/archaeology/cisp/database/manual/node3.html#corporatable
http://www.ucl.ac.uk/archaeology/cisp/database/bibliog/bibbliog.html#macalister1945
http://www.ucl.ac.uk/archaeology/cisp/database/manual/node3.html#stonetable
http://www.ucl.ac.uk/archaeology/cisp/database/site/bragh.html
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Dimensions: 1.31 x 0.47 x 0.12 (Cuppage/etal/1986) 
Setting: in ground 
Location: other 

Cuppage/etal/1986, 253: `removed to the grounds of St. Brendan's Seminary in Killarney whe
Form: plain 
Condition: complete , good 

Macalister/1945, 162: `A cut out of the edge of the stone has broken away' the last two stroke
Folklore: none 
Crosses: none 
Decorations: no other decoration 
orld Wide Web (WWW) Sites ITATION OF WORLD WIDE WEB DOCUMENTS  
 
Regarding a standard form for citing documents found on the Web, here is an 
extract from Beyond the MLA Handbook: Documenting Electronic Sources on the 
Internet , by Andrew Harnack and Gene Kleppinger.  
 
2. World Wide Web (WWW) Sites  
 
To cite files available for viewing/downloading via the World Wide Web by means 
of Lynx, Netscape, or other Web browsers, provide the following information:  
 
the author's name (if known)  
the full title of the document in quotation marks  
the title of the complete work if applicable in italics  
the date of publication or last revision (if available)  
the full http address (URL) enclosed within angle brackets  
the date of visit in parentheses  
 
Model:  
 
Burka, Lauren P. "A Hypertext History of Multi-User Dimensions." MUD History. 
1993. <http://www.ccs.neu.edu/home/1pb/mud-history.html> (5 Dec. 1994). 
 
To cite files available for viewing/downloading via the World Wide Web by means 
of Lynx, Netscape, or other Web browsers, provide the following information:  
 
the author's name (if known)  
the full title of the document in quotation marks  
the title of the complete work if applicable in italics  
the date of publication or last revision (if available)  
the full http address (URL) enclosed within angle brackets  
the date of visit in parentheses  
 
Model:  
 

http://www.ucl.ac.uk/archaeology/cisp/database/manual/node3.html#meastypes
http://www.ucl.ac.uk/archaeology/cisp/database/manual/node3.html#formtable
http://www.ucl.ac.uk/archaeology/cisp/database/manual/node3.html#folkloretable
http://www.ucl.ac.uk/archaeology/cisp/database/manual/node3.html#inscrosstable
http://www.ucl.ac.uk/archaeology/cisp/database/manual/node3.html#decorX
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Burka, Lauren P. "A Hypertext History of Multi-User Dimensions." MUD History. 
1993. <http://www.ccs.neu.edu/home/1pb/mud-history.html> (5 Dec. 

1 Ogham Stone – Moved  from Seminary grounds to  Bishop’s House 
grounds c.1997-8  (Website:  

http://www.ucl.ac.uk/archaeology/cisp/database/bragh_2.html  -  consulted 25/02/2006 
 

Readings  

 

Macalister, R.A.S. (1945):  

MAQ[U!]LIAGMAQI ||| ER || CA  
Expansion:  

MAQ[I]LIAG MAQI ERCA  
Macalister/1945 162--163 reading only  
Ziegler/1994 266 reading only  
 
Notes  

 

Orientation:  

vertical up along down  
 
Position:  

n/a ; arris ; n/a ; undecorated  
Macalister/1945, 162: `The inscription is on the sinister angle of one of the narrow edges, but runs round 
the top of the adjacent broad edge'.  
 
Incision:  

pocked  
Macalister/1945, 162: `the scores [are] pocked'.  
 
Date:  

500 - 700 (Ziegler/1994)  
Ziegler/1994, 178--179, 193, dates the name ERCA to her periods II-III (500-700), and the name MAQI-
LIAG to her period II (500-550).  
 
Language:  

Goidelic (ogham)  
 
Ling. Notes:  

http://www.ucl.ac.uk/archaeology/cisp/database/bragh_2.html
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See McManus/1991, 95, 116.  
 
Palaeography:  

none  
 
Legibility:  

some  
Macalister/1945, 162: `A cut out of the edge of the stone has broken away 1I45. The B-halves of the R are 
effaced, except in R1, where it is just traceable'.  
 
Lines:  

1 
 
Carving errors:  

0 
 
Doubtful:  

no  
 
Names  

Maqi-Liag (Language: Goidelic; Gender: male)  
McManus/1991, 109: `MAQI-LIAG ( Mac-Liac ,lie , gen. liac `stone')'.  
Erca (Language: Goidelic; Gender: male)  
See Ziegler/1994, 178--179.  
 
References  

Cuppage/etal/1986 253 concise discussion  
Macalister/1945 162--163 drawing concise discussion  
Ziegler/1994 178--179, 193 concise discussion 
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Available for consultation in Heythrop College Library. Photocopies                of articles subject to 
minimum charge of £4.50. Articles running                to more than 20 photocopied sheets will be charged an 
additional                20p a sheet.  
Last Updated: October 2003  
 DALY PATRICK  

 

 

Born September 1857  
Ordained 15 August 1881  
Died  25 June 1910  
 
Born at Duagh in Co Kerry, Ireland, Fr Daly was educated St Brendan's College, Killarney         and the 
Irish College at Salamanca, Spain. With the permission of the Bishop of Kerry, he         came to the Salford 
diocese in 1880 for five years, but was considered too young for         ordination. He was ordained in 1881, 
and appointed assistant at St Anne, Blackburn,         1881-1888. He was then appointed founder rector of 
the new mission of St Joseph,         Longsight, Manchester, which replaced the mass centre operating in the 
Industrial School         founded by Fr Quick. In late 1909 his health gave way, and he died of a painful 
disease in         June 1910. Fr Daly had a nephew and great nephew as priests in the Diocese.  
 
Sources: Obituary 1911 Almanac, which omits his Christian name!; PV1 - 226 states he was a         non-

affiliated subject; Bracken; Obituary Harvest 1910.   
 
 
O’SULLIVAN,                JOHN MARCUS  
 

Reference                code:  

 

IE UCDAD LA60  

 

Title:  

Papers              of John Marcus O’Sullivan (1891 ñ1948)  
 

Dates:  

1913 ñ43  

 

Level              of description:  

Fonds  

 

Extent:  

 

4                boxes  

 

Biographical                history  

 

Born in Killarney,                County Kerry, he was educated at St Brendan’s College, 
Killarney,                Clongowes Wood, U.C.D. and the Universities of Bonn and 
Heidelberg                where he was awarded the Ph.D. Appointed to the Chair of 
Modern                History at U.C.D. in 1910, he served as Cumann na nGaedheal 
T.D.                for North Kerry, 1924 ñ32, as Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister                
for Education, 1924 ñ26, and as Minister for Education, 1926 ñ32.                He 
served on the Irish delegation to the League of Nations, 1924                and 1928 
ñ30 . 
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 Note 1.  When Cardinal Newman published  the first volume of his Historical Sketches  
in 1872 he  dedicated the book  to his  loyal friend and supporter during his difficult years 
in Ireland  as Rector of the Catholic University. 
  TO THE RIGHT REVEREND DAVID MORIARTY, D.D.  

 BISHOP OF KERRY.  

 

MY DEAR LORD . 

… encouragement.  
 

Especially have I cause to remember the help you gave me, by your  prudent counsels and 

your anxious sympathy, when I was called over to  Ireland to initiate a great Catholic 

institution. From others also, ecclesiastics and laymen, I received a hearty welcome and 

a large  assistance, which I ever bear in mind; but you, when I would fill the   Professors' 

chairs, were in a position to direct me to the men whose genius, learning, and zeal 

became so great a part of the life and  strength of the University; and, even as regards 

those whose high           endowments I otherwise learned, or already knew myself, you 

had your  part in my appointments, for I ever tried to guide myself by what I  had gained 

from the conversations and correspondence which you had from time to time allowed me. 

To you, then, my dear Lord, more than to any other, I owe my introduction to a large 

circle of friends, who faithfully worked with me in the course of my seven years of 

connexion with the University, and who now, for twice seven years since, have 

generously kept me in mind, though I have been out of their sight.  

 

There is no one, then, whom I more intimately associate with my life in Dublin than your 

Lordship; and thus, when I revive the  recollections of what my friends there did for me, 

my mind naturally reverts to you; and again in making my acknowledgments to you, I am 

virtually thanking them. {vii}  

 

That you may live for many years, in health, strength, and usefulness, the centre of many 

minds, a blessing to the Irish people, and a light in the Universal Church, is,  

MY DEAR LORD , 

The fervent prayer of  

Your affectionate friend and servant,  

JOHN HENRY NEWMAN . 

 

BIRMINGHAM , 

October 23, 1872 To Mr. John Pollen, who wrote to Newman in the course of a long 
voyage informing him inter alia that in his eastern travels he had recourse to Newman’s 
Grammar of Assent as a refuge from the palm trees and the apes.  thus replied:  
 
'May 6, 1885.  

“…My imagination will not take it in except as a pendant to that great Ch  Ch. 
Greek scholar who to relieve himself of the excitement of the  subjunctive mood, used to 

take up a volume of the Tracts for the Times.  I think he told me so himself.” 

David manson  school in Belfast in late 18th C.  a curious and characteristic  method 

of discipline to suppress quarrelling and fighting among the boys. of  had a large  
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  Author(s) S. C. (Samuel Carter) Hall 
Publisher J. How 
Publication Date 1846 :  
 

wooden figure in the classroom which he called “the conqueror”  whenever two boys 
were known to box he compelleded them to face this figure and attack it woth their 

fists till they were heartily tired. 

       

 


